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CHAPTER L 



I(e took her in hisiirms:*-^he biiira»e smifi 
Wi' sicli hdkr wftd laade a savyige mild. 

« 

. . GentU Sh^phcri^ 

* '^ 1 he te'ar down chiidhood's cheek tbat dows 

Is like tlie dewiirf p (OQ the jryis^ \ , 
, When next U^e sufn^eo-brfe^e coines bj^ 

Apd waves the bush, the flovirer is dry. 
■ Wonby their tare, the lovdy cfaild ' 
. . Snin oti;h«r nenr protcictg» smil^. Scott. 

X OWARDS the close of a sereoe au- 
i;uEin^day» Margaret Saanderscm lighted 
the fire in tbe parlour of Glencross Cot- 
'tag€^ plaoed her mftster's shpperss.on the 
lieartb, and the tea-traj. on the table; 
VOL. I. B after 



S TUE RIOHLAND CASTLE« 

after whtch she proceeded to the bank- 
head» to take a view of the road leading. 
to Edinburgh. 

Those she looked for, however, ap- 
pearei xhA; and dhcf liatuntd to the 
house. Anof her hour elapsed. Marga- 
ret again rose from her wheel^ stirred 
the parlour-fire, placed two maasive sil* 
ver candlestitkB cm the table» and once 
mote proceeded to the door. The night; 
hoiirtveiv had wt in with »oretlUaiiusu«- 
al' darkne« ; «nd tiofmayä mH 4ier ear, 
&ave f he cheerfiil notes of Jenny» as she 
retuKiied fmm the loan, lilting. *^ Tfa« 
Broom o' the CowAen Kwm$.** 
, k ^ WöW, lass, tut it bea mirfc night,'* 
Said the old dame,. as she fbQowed Jenny 
tD tiie milkthonse^ 4o in^ot iHie limries 
and milsie ; *^ I bope our fi>wk vHi g^ 
iitfehamer 

:'' Whatito bmdertthMi, aimt?^ «aid 
the ligtat4iMtfted dmniel 

<': WlNrtfB to hiiidfiv tfaemf itpaeMl 
the aunti ^^-Ah» kiltny!^falMlly^<aMla 

^ • . 'he 
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he who 4wd)s mboon «' 4o wbat ifi 
pleaset »^r u« sinfii' eseatw^ ? He ^e 
US life, and he can tak' it .cwa* io the 
twuaktin'pfra« ^ : i^«^ is Imt ae wvy of 
€oi9mg into the warld, hut thflire*« « 
ini^lim of ^wn put o' iU U Uie .iip* 
pcMed time ))e ouiPf Aie £ni oamam- 

Ij^ tbe 9wd di^n^'s jbftfavgne was 
^jbopt riiwt by 9aw1y pricking u^lup «w^ 
and imrilu^ «Vi" Ao £(4W ium t» ^ 
4wr» wUü^ a s^belp Jfft 4>ff twagikig at 
th» wtfi^ et tb&»i)«iia Aoü^ «wi mi 

l)rattling^up and.4awfi^^n|iy» bfirk- 
iog wi}:h aU iw mii^ 

^* The DiaffiM tajk' ikB betst^ and 
]^|[Mi;fir6t; ^ jtls ^wei^h t» 4ea¥e ane. 
I'4e, ndlnwi^ ,it'« pqr ^ivk «iimiii' itp ibe 
linr. /'Ha^ duM» Jmny, loid gi'« me 

the candle " 

Alffgaret ^^ladi^ the opvdle witli the 
epmer of lier ^lop to {WTeat U» hfing 
blowB <mt Jt^y th^ wmd» «üd we«it to the 
. doQTf jpreced«d by her caune eoinpNiiQiis, 

B 8 and 
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and followed by two favourite cats, who 
hever failed to welcome the retum of 
their master. ' 

This time she listiened not in vain; 
for the cheerful neigbing of Mallie, äs 

• • • • 

Bhe contemplated her «nug staUe and 
welUstored manger, prodaimed the neär 
approach of the master of the mansion. 

'^* Tm glad ye^re eum, sir,* said the 
old woman. ** But whare's J^ohn ? Jen- 
wt, ksäi^» cum «nd fak* the horse.*' 

Vi He ivill be hete presendy,"* replied 
her master^, ^ and we havfe brought yoü 
a preseiit/my oldfriend.** ' 

These words Were srarcely uttered, 
Uiirfieri John rode up, and cärefully händ- 
€d down what appeared a large bündle, 
wrapt up in an old tartaii plaid; and 
afterw.ctrds alighted with a small wicker 
basket In his band. 

The good dame followed her master 
into the parlour with no liltle curiosity ; 
biit her curiosity was converted into 
the utmost astonisbment, wfaen, xm the 

bündle 
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bündle being opened» she beheld a skep» 
ing infant, about three yeara old*. 

** His presence be about us, sir !" said 
tlie old woman. " Whar' cam' ye by this 
litüe innocent?'' 

** John will teil you all about it by*» 
and-by, Mrs. Saunderson," said her mas- 
ter ; *' and I beg you will provide every 
Ihing proper for the little stratiger; and 
be particular in taking. care of a kitten 
contained in that basket" 

Margaret, whose curiosity did not 
supersede her eare for her master, gave 
the deeping child to her niece, and 
bustled to prepare tea, while John Was 
busy in the stable. 

The honourable Mr. Ferguson wa^ 
one of tlie chief Ornaments of the Scot- 
tish bar. Sprung from the younger 
branch of a noble, though not opulent 
lamily, he had from his cradle been des» 
tined to the profession of the law. He 
teceiyed the first rudiments of his edu-- 
cation at the high school of JSdinburgh, 

B 3 ' and 



and ^ibtfwMdi eom^^ktiä hk rtndie»* it 
the celelWM«A ttilf«'«!^^ 6f tbftt tiiy. 
V0ke maüny j^Mifg' m«« üf i^nk, Who 
töo oft^A waM« f h^ir youlh iür fifivdMts 
pursuits^ detrimental to fheir 6#n litte-' 
reil% And tmprofitjable to sodefy, young 
Ferguftott #asr» on tbe eontrafr, indefati- 
^ble In the acquisitioä of knotrledige. 
Ificft did b^ ecfhfine hts ittü^c^ exäbiirvie- . 
ly to ihose sübj6ct8 more strictily con- 
nected with bis future prtrfe»äioh. Ge- 
neral political setedce, istatisticial and 
fitianeial inreistigatidh», the interna! and 
externa! refet Joris Off Öreat Britain, Ijy 
tnrns engaged bis attention. Hi^ ta^ie 
and judgment in tbe Äne artij wete 
strikirig and oorrect ; and although- no 
znuisician, h6 possessed all tbafr learm 
entbusiasm for ttiUÄicj, especially tbe to* 
cal music df bis native Scotland, so cha- 
racteristic of bis countrymön. 

At tbe age of twenty-one he tra?^ ad- 
xnitted an ädvocate; ftrtd tiever drd the 
young as^itant for legal fiune bring to ' 

the 



JTIieie was a iMrmöny m tb^ tom wd 
jBodulakioii of hk yqiw wi^oh an^t^ 
tbe attentkm of bis hearere^i and de%b&- 
ed ^U those wha lufconed ta bim« His 
mamrar oorraipoiided to h^ yoice^ afid 
botb iinited» omtributid lika a dww 
.to matoe )m doqu^nce irrsstttiblp. Hii» 
42omprebennye mind ^aoUmced intuitive- 
ly whatav^r wa# i«ipartaQLt in miy cau$e 
im whicb he wius engi^g^ ; andhistalent 
fyit diflcriiimiation was ^ucb» that be at 
twnee laiaed tbe efii^ntifd eirourn^tanoes^ 
niid r^ected whatever wa9 ftitil^ wä iu- 
aignificant, 
. Convinoed that civil hw is, in almoat 
levary p^ii^t» founded on rigbt rwwn 
«od . good fenae» h^ i^ever .dese^ndcd t^^ 
)^l quirka, or m^r^trkiQUi appealt to 
tbe pft9$l0Q of tbe judgos^ to .attain an 
^ofcsieat: btüceb^waaifttiiUtWPt^liflten^ 

u 4 ta 



t THB HtGHL AH B C ASt^X. 

to with respect and attention by ttifc 
beneb. But^as severity/ approaifathg to 
barberity, vnarked, in bis ^apinion» the 
kriminal codeof Britain, he M:dB lern 
serupaloiis in tbe means hd employed 
to resctte a miserable criminal from the 
jaws of death. On such ' oocasions» all 
that ingenuity could devise, er the most 
vnoving doquence effect, were exerted 
by him to induee a jitiy to lean terwaidft 
tbe side of mercy. Nor did bis exerw 
tiond terminate Mth the aequittal of the 
culprit. The waUs of many a pmon» 
in the coui^e of the • eircuits, caii b^^ar 
witness to the indefatigable zeal vrith 
whieb he laboured to<x>rrect crime, and 
turn the sinner from the evil of bi$ 
ways. Aequainted» bowever, with the 
wants soid feeUngs of bis kind, he was 
aware» that to turn an individual loose 
lipon Society, with a ruined charaoter, 
and no means of exerting iiidustry or 
procuring subsistence, was only a mock^ 

ery 
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ery c^ humanity, and cakulated 
render the latter end of that bei 
ev^i worse than the b^inning. I 
ptirse, therefore, and hi$ interest, w< 
Bcver withheld, to. place beyond t 
reacli of future temptation the u 
fortunate wretch whom his eloquen 
had «aved from an untimely end. If 
sometimes failed in his benevolent i 
tentions, and beheld inveterate hab 
prevail ovec his best-laid plans for t 
reformation of the eriminal» he had a] 
the heartfelt satisfaction of knowii 
that they frequently succeeded beyoi 
his most sanguine hopes. 

In private life, his languag^, his ma 
nersj and Iris sentiments, were peculiar 
those of a gentleman. No one possess< 
the powers of wit and humour in a high 
degree; but both w^re tempered wii 
judgmentand good-nature. His ende 
vour was always to please» never to c 
fend. His conversation was enrich< 
with apt and happy illustrations of tl 

B 5 ' vaiioi 
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täriöüs töpits in discuAdidti ; atid wheth^r 
thesewere gay or serious, he alwayk 
|>rDved an ihstiiictiv^ änd entertaitiing 
compafiioti. JBut above all, the qualitied 
bf hii9 he^ shone conspiciiouä* in his ac- 
tiohs. Uli benevolence was warm and 
e&tensive — neither cramped by Systems, 
not narfowed by thote pattialities which 
ioö oftett influence even the best men. 
Whehever he embarked iti any scheme 
cdlculated to promote the happinessof 
ineritorious individuals, no honourable 
exertion wais spared by him to secufe 
the öbject he had in view. 

He wflLabout the middle size, with a 
form eq[uälly calculated for feats of 
' st^ength ör agility. His featüres Were 
i^gular, and his dark hazel eyes bright 
and penetrating. There was a sootbing 
gentleness in his language, when ad- 
4ressing his inferiors, that made him an 
universal favourite with his domestics 
stnd imtHediate dependents. 

tn tolrly youth, even before he had 

terminated 
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tenmiiated his Msdemical ttudiies» he 
faectme wannly attadbed to the daugh*» 
ter of an old Meni of bis motber*«, who 
fidtt: ibr ban sn «quäl regwti !Robted» 
bowever, of Ü» o)i}0ct of bis urarmest 
affisetk« by tiife biexcrabla band of 4eatbf 
Mn F^gdsoa Mugfat» in professtonal 
9teidi$8, in the cu)tivatio& of lUi^rttiiiret 
in the diaraif of firiendablp» and the ex-» 
ereiae of benevblene^ <;o nstolaüan for the 
disappoiiitniaDt of bi$ dearljr-ciierisfa^ 
hoftes. 

Mrs. Samderson bad been^ tbe favom*^ 
ite attendant of bi$ moihi^iy and at ber 
death removed to-GlenaxMB« Coittage to 
auperijatetul tbe fiouaefaold of her soii^ 
The äald dMae n^garded ber maat^ with 
tJbe 12108t .afieetiooate v^oeration, aind 
was by faim tveated ratber aa a f]:iec)d 
tban a domeßtic. 

Xhis fts^ourite rey^enoe of our wor- 
tby advoeate, whidti h^ pur^ased a |e^ 
yewrs after 4ifae QQmmef[i&mtmt of hiß *l&i 
gß! eareer, waa sltuatad iiear tbo s^mioe 

b6 bf 
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of Glencross Water, rendered celebrated 
from being the scene of the populär pas- 
toral of the " Gentle §hepherd.'' 

Here it was that, unehcumbered by. 
pomp and ceremony, he spent most of 
1Ü8 leisiire hours. Freqiiently his retive* 
ment was enlivened by the presence of 
^4l!k0 intimate and valued fiiends; 
but tm doors of Glencross Cottage were 
rigorousty barred against those insipid 
and every-4ay acquaintances wbo make 
such a large demand on the time and 
patience of every public character. 

Mr. Ferguson bad just retumed from. 
the northem circuit, and Unding be bad 
a few weeks to spare before the meeting 
ef the Court of Session, mounted bis 
faithful Mallie, and, attended by honest 
John Brown, proeeeded on bis way tohis 
romantic cottage. ' 

Scarcely had they passed the West 
Port, before their ears were assailed by 
fhe most piteous screams from an iaSmt 
vtfice, wbich appeared to issue from a 

miserable 
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miserable miid : oöttage, at a short dis*? 
tance from the public road. 

Mr. Fei^uson touehed Mallie's sidc 
vrith the spur, -the lügh-mettled animal 
instantly eleared the hedge and ditch, 
» and in a few secönds reached the door 
öf the hovel. He sprung from the sad- 
dle, and opening the latch, prescjuted 
himself bedfore^ the startled cotter. In 
an authoritative voice he inquired if she 
was tbe uiother of the child, or what 
ofience the Infant häd tonimitted to de- 
mand such a cruerchastisement? 

In^ an unsteady voice, the woman iii- 
fbrmed Mr. FerguscHi that Mary w^s a 
palish nurslirig; amd that ^hfe had giyea- ^ 
her a beating for böstöwing part of her 
dinner on a half-starved kitten, which 
the child, now freed from th^ gräsp of , 
the rustic virago, fondled in her bosom^ 
sobl»ng — ** Poor pussey !" 

Mr. Ferguaota placed the child on one 
knee, and poor pussey on the other ; and 
having succeeded in rootliiiig her tcr-' 
.\ '. * rors» A *• • ' 
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rwü, he thoughthe bad neyer in bis life 
beheld a more interesting little oisature. 

Jobn bad by tbis titne reacbed the 
scene €f action by a safer and more dv* 
euitoas road than tbat taken by bis maa« 
ter, and was sent by bim to the roaiuie 
to request the presence of the ministar 
for a few minutes. 

. In about half an hour Jobn retumed, 
accompanied by the rererend Mr. Mon» 
teith, who was informed by Ferguson of 
the brutality he bad wittie^ed^ and Ma 
Intention of adopting tfae poor perse« 
cuted girl. 

The reverend gentleman expressed die 
greatest satisßictk>n at tbis detenmna-» 
tion, and proceeded tq narrate all that 
he knew of poor little RIary 's story :-* 

" When the Infant," he pnoceeded to 
say, *' was apparehtly about 'six "weeks 
old, she was brougfat in a postchaiae ta 
the oottage 0f Elspetb Anderson, by a 
gentleman in the undress. of an offieer. 
The worthy old ivoman reared the In- 
fant 
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fent wlth the greatest tendemess, but 
never divulged to any one the secret ©f 
her birth or connexions. Not mor e than 
jßve months ago,'* continued Mr, Mon- 
teith, ** the cottage of the gudewife was 
bumt to the ground, and herseif and 
the in^nt Were with the utmost difficul- 
ty rescued from the flames. Elspeth 
Anderson never recovered from the 
fiight, and a few hours before her death 
sent to request that I would Visit her^ 
Unfortunately I was from home when 
the message arrived at the manse : * the 
moment I retumed, however, I hastened 
to the pöor sufferer, but though in pos- 
session of her senses, she was nearly 
speechless. Fixing her eyes wistfully 
ön my face, she pointed to Mary, and 
iJ^^itb difficulty uttered— * The box— tliie 
certificate of her birth/ and expired. 

•* Though burdened by a numerous 
family,** continued the divine, with a 
deep sigh, ** my first impulse was to 
ädöpt the poor friendies9»^7#i^han ; but I 

' was 
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was o vermied in my intentiont and Mary 
ivas placed by the parish under the care 
of this disgrace to her sex. I caused 
the striotest search to be made aipong 
the rubbish of the cottage, but no ves- 
tige pf the box could be foun4« This 
locket was the only article that can, with 
any shew of probabUity, be supposed to 
-«ppertain to Mary ; and I have carefuUy 
preserved it» in the hope that it luight 
one day enable her parents to identify 
their lost child." 

Mr. Monteith presented the trinket 
to his auditor; and they proeeeded tp 
wrap up the child^ and placie her on the 
horse before John. But though rejoiced 
to leave her cross niirse^ hcir little heart 
heaved with grief, and her lip quiyered, 
at the idea of parting with the four-foot-. 
ed companion of her sufferings. 

Mr. Ferguson witapssed the affection- 
^tc struggle in the bosom of his adopted, 
child» and purohased the mi;serable look^ 
itig kitten, and* ?i wicker basket in which 

• • • j 
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to tsarry it honefrom the cruel owner 
of the cottage« '* - ' ^ . 

Mary was iiovf half « wild with joy ; 
sh^ kiughed and chattered to old John, 
tili, fairly averpowered with sleep, she^ 
lay fbr the remainder of the way mo^ 
ticmless in his anns. - 
; John had scarcely finished the narra«^ 
tion of tiie day^s adventure to his won* 
dering hear^rs, when Mary opened her 
eyes, and fixed thern, with a smile» an 
the fkoe of Mrs. Saunderson^ in whose 
arms she redined. 

'^ My bonay bairn»'' said the old wo« 
man, kissing her, ^*.it was e'eh'a.sin to 
be ill t'ye; and am sure nae muckle 
gude wul e'er cum owre her, be she wha 
she wul." . 

• Maiy and the starved kitten now got 
aplentiful supper of bread and milk; 
and being placed fqr the present on a 
^hake-down, at the old woman^s l)edside, 
the little stranger soon sunk mto.a pro« 

found 
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faiiffid ileep^ with ber .fiwi^arite kitte« 
dpsely hugged in her arm& 

The Idumbers af onr bmevokat ad- 
Tocate were ealm and imdiaturbfed ts 
ihose ai thekinoont beii^ke had taken 
imder his proteetkA« 

The first object whidi. strudk hia eytM 
on oooung dowtt to bdreakfiirt tfai^ foU 
lowuig mornuigi was tlie little stvaiger 
gamboIUi^ an tbe ktwa with Bawty and 
the . kitten. For a nsoment he stood t9 
jrantemplate the happiaeaB he had qm> 
ferred» and then opening .the.^aaaidmr 
leadkig from the parkmr, ha caUed to 
Mary, who eame numing towarda hia 
with dl her migfat» and poor pusscy kl 
her arms. 

If the evening before he had been m* 
teresbed hy f^e affiectionate disposltiop 
and forkMrri akuation, of the dcsetted 
childi he' was now ftacinated with her 
iia&nt graces. She still wore <he coarse 
fitiiff paskfh dres«; bat Margaret: had 

caused 
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enuad it to be wasfaed white Mary siept. 
Her unCted IoAb wäre nioelf combed, 
und datteFcd in ghimBg earls round 
faer iMck md fofehead«' 

Tlie crüci vssf^ riie had Undergone 
for some time part had rtndcred her 
'timidy but ati eneomi^ing iook or smiW 
daliod forth aÜ her natutal and childish 

Oft fimC entering the pariour, she hmig 
äemuh^i^ haad, but oo Mr. Fergtiaoa 
si^^iilg«««^«' ConM hitfaer, tnj dear girl ; 
ONne aiid abdke hands with me»'' she 
iraised her laughing sunburat face^ and 
gave kam 4iuab a look with her large 
dark eye» ad q^te oapthraited Ihfe Wor« 
thy advocata . 

^ Foor deserted imiOGent!*' he ex^ 
daimed aloud» *^ never sbalt thou bedes^ 
titute of a home while I poesess ooe.* 
Untoward indeed must have been the 
lot of thy parents» which compelled 
them to relinquish a treasure so pre- 



dous." 
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. Wlten Mr. Perguson first rescueä 
Ulis Infant from the grasp of her cruet 
nurse, it was his intention to bestow on. 
her such a piain education äs ivöuld eo^ 
able her to maice her way ih tlie world 
by her oivn indastry. The infantile, 
graees and endowments of the poor de-: 
serted Mary, however, daily endeai^ 
her more and more to her liberalrminded 
benefactor; and before she had been 
three montlis an inmate of Glencvosa. 
Cottage, he formed the resolution. of 
adopting and edueating her as his owo^ 
diild. - 1 i 

The kindness with whicb sbö Wf^^i* 
ü^ated by every inmate of this hospi^». 
table dwelling produced the happiest ef-. 
feet on her temper and disposition ; and 
she retumed their afFection With a large^ 
fllinre of love and obedienoe« . . 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER II 



A moment o*er liis face^ 



A taMet of uiiutf erähle tWaglits 

•Was tiao'c^-Hiad tlien it faded as it came. 

» • 

On a caldwintcr evenhig in Januaiy, 
• about fbur tnonths after Mary was taken 
under the protection of Mr. Ferguson, 
Ihe werthy lawy er had seated himseif 
at the tea-fable, with the brief of a dient 
in* bis band. So intent was be on tbe 
perusal of the paper, that the bidöing 
tea-urn and bot toast remained for a long 
time unnoticed. • ' 

Mary, vtlio was seated ein a littie foot- 

stool fbMih^g pooi- pussey, overpowereS 

by sleep, bad.sunk down on tbe carpet, 

and laid ber downy cbeek on bonest Bäw- 

' ty, who läy j^ti'etdi^d at bis niaster'« feet, 

while 



while her little arm endrded her iavour- 
ite kitten. 

The ringing of the gate^bell and the 
trampling of horses WQOunced visitors» 
and roused Hr« , Ferguson from his 
studies. The next moment the parlour* 
door opened, and a tall thin man, appa- 
rently ahout tiiurty« «ntaced tbe rooni. 
His compiexion was Am* and nid^ ; his 
features» though somewhat • too broad» 
w«w Ol the wbcle bandsomoi »and fais 
Aitt ^mk blMf eyes sparUed wi^ giPHt 
briHianej ; yiet theve mm w estpremioii 
of i^wewd cHnnmg in t^ faee, and ;a 
liaughtlnesaiil bi»airaii^nianMr» whMh 
r^U^ <MH)fide»cci» aod cbilkd «ffii«* 
twi« 

*^ Welcpoie» ak ^nuHi r «id the* layr* 

yer, advancingt and ext^idwig Ws bimd 

ta the atupoger; ^' but 4ottbl^ ^v^kome 

Voidd ya» have biep, liad ym/k brought 

MwMu w)tb yott. JPoii^y bow ia ingr 

^' £s9»ywg atl her pawc» to rear oiir 

puny 
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fumy hoj^ TeplM tbttifaahxict: ^ iMt I 
ymvisL advise her to take a leami ftosi 
W^ mwe ficttpert biotlier^for.thk idr 
mse yon iiflire tnntpfauited io the shideB 
49f iaAmoDaH»'' glaBcitog 'his iq^en «ye on 
/Utt :sIeqBh)g drild, <* atfbrdsA ftviounUe 
flpeoiixifiiof TOiir nartery taients.' 

This Speech was aecxNEapemed with a 
MwäBbemkesakt-to So^ &O0tiott8, but which 
«oveKd the iiMst Uticr troi^.> 

Awa&ened hy Us etitrsmoe, tke genüt^ 
th^limid Maiy^/sfarunk ivDinfais'r^gttpds» 
^unnonally peejangifrQm bdiind Iver to- 
acfrctor'siekräv where^e liad takai m- 
fisge, to steaL a Ipok irii Üie intruder. 

Imred from iier hidnig-place hy the 
Idnd TDioc xif her peitron, the stmnger» 
for l3)e fifst itime, iobtained a fuil vimr 
•of inr animakeA countenaiiM. The ima- 
jBBfitlieiixedfaia «yes tip^nttfae lo^dy 
iufaPBt^ ao undefinable expraism «larked 
faiafeatures; zvA it waa only by a steong 
effort that he could suppress the inwurd 
^urikailaon fif ins' xAiMd. ' • ' 

) Sir 
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: Sir Simon Fniser wai the only son of 
a baronet of andept famfly and immense 
wealth in ArgyleshiVe. He was* edii- 
cated in the patemal mansioni imder tfae 
eye of a parent whose'chief failing was 
that of family pride, which had beön 
handed down to Mm through a succes- 
isidn of geserations. 

.« Tbis habitual feeEng of self^exalta- 
tion, from tbe mere adventttious cifcum- 
.fitanee of birth, uncohnected with indi- 
^idual talent or moral wortb; tended to 
narrow bis mind, and render bim insen- 
sible to tmerit» exeept in a certain rank 
of life. Wfapt up in liis own . couse- 
quenoe» be was supereilious to.fais in- 
feriors» distant tobisequals; atid nerer^ 
in bis own opinion, did sir William 
Frnzer stand in the presenoe of a supe- 
lior. . Yet. the bmioar of sir William 
' was unimpeaebaUe ; and tbeagb haugb- 
ty in bis itaanners, be #aa in faot a libe- 
ral master. 
In early life be had* married bis own 

Cousin» 



^ "* ^ 
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Cousin, the honourable Miss Frazer, who 
from infancy had been regarded as bis 
destined bride. JFor five years they 
liyed in a State of the tnost perfect har- 
DQIpny. The mild gentle manners of 
lady Frazer would probably in time 
have corrected whatever was harsh or 
forbidding in the character of her hus- 
band ; but her life feil a sacrifiee in giv- 
ing birth to a daugfater, when her son, 
the present sir Simon, was only two 
years of age* 

The death of this amiable woman 
proved an incalculable loss to her infant 
cbildren. Sir William from that period 
CQntihued wrapt up in the most impe-, 
netrable gloom, while a inaideji sister 

ruled in bis establishment with uncoli- 

■ 

trolled sway* 

With all her brother's pride of anoes- 
try, Miss Janet Frazer possessed not 
one of his virtues. Ignorant, tyrannical, 
and vindictive, her only pleasure seemed 
toconsistin marring the happiness of 

VOL. I. c others. 
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othen. Her he|>bew Was « the pride of 
her h6ärt>^not ftöm afPectk)n, bilt be- 
cause he was the future . represefilättiVe 
tf the ancient hötise of IVazer, of Khbt 

▼ ilk/ üncontroUed in his ections» and 
gtatified by his weak and Ignorant aunt 

• ^ hl hiB ttiöst unreasonable wishes, yöuttg 
FraÄer Was a despot even in pettiiiioatis ; 
6nd äs he approached ädoles6enc6^ Ms 
actiofns, nay even his pleasures, assruiM^ 
a selfish character. 

While his mind was thuls iSuflfer^ to 
ran wild, or rathi^r to be choked up 
with the most no^ious weeds, his thOAe 
was ^evolved and strengthened by cöH- 
stant e^cerdse in the öpen aijr« ^Bitter 
indeed knust have been tbä blbst thät 
WOaW häve prevented the youtig Itflfd 
^om pursuing the deer on his natiVe 
mountains, or rowing in hte boat on 
Loch Awe, or Loch Fyne> in liearch öf 
the delidous Mi wlth whidi they 
ttbound% 
At tilie «ge of eighti a tutör hiMi beeti 

prövided» 



Oi 
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pioTideäi es a matter of oaurse« The 
reyefend Mr. M^Gregor was a man p6s- 
sess^ of äoBd leauming and an amiaUe 
^sposltion, inirt ii^Bhted tha% decisi0ii of 
*chareetör neeessary to öbtain a salutary 
control over Ms pupil. Henoe tiie pro- 
.gress of Simon in lettars vfbs ^low and 
ihipeifect ; and when at the age öf eigh- 
teen his fkther died, he was extremely 
defioient in every spedes of leaming 
requisite for a gentleman. 

I.eft «nder the guardianship of his 
motemal und^ sir Simon Fraaser was 
sent by him to Edinburgh to oomplete 
his studies ; but thoi^h emulation spur- 
red him forward in a certain degree, he 
terminated his academical career with- 
o«t either hönour or profit to himself ; 
and as soon ais twenty-one freed him 
fcom the oontrol of his worthy uHde, 
he faunried back to his native wilds, to 
Koommence the life of a fisher and 
faonlter. 

Very düfiBrent, was his lovdy dster. 

c 2 Neglected 
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Neglected and tyrabnized over by aunt 
Janet, she found a friend and instructor 
in Mr. M^Gregorj who, delighted with 
the gentleness and docility of the neg- 
lected child, took the utmost pleasure in 
imparting to her every spedes of leam- 
ing. with which he was himself acquaint- 
ed, classical knowledge excepted; fbr 
he, good man, would have deemed that 
hallo wed field of literature profahed by 
female approach. 

; Though destitute of many of thos6 
aocomplishments befitting her sex and 
rank in Ufe» her uncle was pleased to 
observe the progress shehad made in 
several braiicbes of useful knowledge, 
and with such *a solid foündation, pre- 
dicted that her future improvement 
would be an easy task. 

At the period her brother was sent to 
Edinburgh, JVIiss Frazer was also placecl 
at a seminary in that city. Here, freed 
from the tyranny of her aunt, and treat- 
ed with the most encouraging tender- 

ness 
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ness by the respectable Mrs. Fogo, she 
might be said first to have enjoyed ex- 
istence. 

Among her youthfuL assodates, Ma- 
rion Ferguson was selected as her cho- 
sen dömpanion. This'amiable girl, pity- . 
ing the rustic backwardness of her friehd, 
did all in her power to screen her from 
the titteriiig ridicule of many a pert 
Miss, who was her inferior in every 
thing save an acquaintance with some 
of the absurd modes and usages of 
faishionable life. She also took every 
opportunity of drawing forth the intrin- 
sic virtues and talents of her friend, and 
placing them in a oonspiciious point of 
view. 

Helen Frazer, on her part, feit the 
wärmest gratltude for this kindness, and 
a fnendship thus sprang up between 
them, which only terminated with the 
death of the ill-fated Helen. 

During the six*years she remained at 
sehool, Miss Fräser spent her yacations 

c 3 ' at 



/ 
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at the elegant mansicn of her guardian» 
lord William Fsazer^ about ten miles 
from Edinburgh. 

At this period her unde had been 
many years a widower, and bis only tie 
to life appeared to be the orphan child- 
ren of bis deceased sister» and an only 
son, who was in Ireland with bis regi- 
ment;, and whom, oonsequently, Helen 
had not yet seen. 

During the period of her fifth Christ- 
mas väcation, while presiding at break- 
fast, a letter was delivered to her unclei 
which he hastily gkmced over, exdaim* 
ing — ^' Thank God ! in another week I 
shall enibraoe my Charles." 

Helen sincerely participated in the 
joy of her unple, and longed with al- 
most equal iinpatience fbr the arrival' of 
her much-vaunted cousin. 

It was a clear frosty evening in Janu- 
ary, when the trampling of horses drew 
lord William Frazer and his niece to 
the hall ; and in a few minutes after- 

wards 



wfwds 9ik elegant youth gglloped up to 
tl]b^ doo]^ threw hAiwelf from. t];iQ saddle, 
and rushed i^%o the ^xtended arms of 
bis ijalAH^r. 

Thß wnnimi joy of their is^eeting hay- 
ing scmwwl^ subsidedi th^ cousihs wer^ 
intvpduqed tp each otber, apid the ev^n«* 
ing. was speot in all the hi^nDony of the 
purest ftiendsh^pw 

Chßrlj^Si wa^ exhawted by a long and 
rapid day's joijumey, aod complaining oS 
fajt^^e, reti^ed eajrly to bis Chamber« 

Qn.the foUcwing moming bis anxious 
fatlier W9^ a}armed by the alteration in 
thß äppeat^nP^ of hijs beloved Charles. 
In pl9ße of $h^ anunated vwacdous youth 
lie hä4 parted Mritb three years before» 
he «ow beheld him thhi» languid» and 
dejeeted. An air of sadnesß had taken 
habpttu^ pofiK96spion of bis features, which 
at tvms aßaoußted even to glooqgk. But 
hß p^rsisted in a^Gnning that he was in 
a stajb? of perfect health. 

c 4 Observing 
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Observing that every allusion to the 
melancholy which oppressed him was 
evidently painfui, lord William desisted 
from noticing itfarther» and, with the 
concurrence of his niece, endeavoured, 
by every means in his power, to with- 
draw his mind from dwelling on the 
cause of his dejection, whatever it might 
be. Wijth this view Marion Fei^uson 
was invited to spend some time with 
her friend; and sir Simon Frazer was 
also summoned from the north, in order 
to be introduced to his cousin. Exeur- 
sions were.daily planned to explore the 
roitiantic and ckssical environs of Edin- 
burgh. In all these little parties Charles 
made one, but the animating spirit was 
wanting, and a prophet might have 
Struck the rock in vain. 

His leave of absence, which was only 
for a month, had nearly expired, and he 
talked of rejoining his regiment on the 
following week, when one morning, 

after 
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after breakfast, he requested his cousin, 
in a whisper» to join him in a solitary 
ramble. 

Ever prone to oblige, Helen immedi- 
ately prepared to acoompany him ; and 
having taken their way to an impervious 
wood» about a mile from her uncle's 
mansion, the oousins entered a solitary 
path, and soon lost sight of every hu- 
man habitation. 

What the nature of their Conference 
might be remained a secret ; but from 
that fatal moming, the health and spirits 
of Helen gradually declined. 

Charles set off on the foUowing week 
for the head-quarters of his, corps, in 
Carlisle, where they scarcely remained 
six months, being ordered to the Conti- 
nent at the breaking out of the French 
revolution. 

On the evejnng of the day previous 
to the march of his corps, Charles ar« 
rived at his father's house in Edinburgh, 

c 5 wom 
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wom out with fatigue, which he im« 
puted to the rapidity of his jo^imey. 

He expressed such lively uneasiness 
on bemg infbrmed of hie couski^'s iUness 
and her retum to the HigMA^ds» that 
his anxious parent would have flattered 
himself his melancholy prooeeded from 
a growing passion jfor that amiabte girl, 
had he not been weB assured that the 
depression of his spirits oommenced at 
a period> prior to his introduodon to Miss 
Frazer. 

Siir Simon Frazer was, at this time» 
on a Visit to Glencross Cotftage, and 
Charles expressed an ardent desire to 
bid him adieu before leaving Edinburgh. 
Lord William was surprised at this wish, 
as the two cousins were oompletely 
dissimilar in character and diBposition. 
Nevertheless he dispatched a servant, to 
request the presence* of his nephew in 
the moming* 

Sir Simon reached Edinburgh at an 

early 



early hour ; and Charles» who was evi- 
dently on the watch for his appearance, 
remained with him in private for more 
than an hour» after which they retumed 
to the breakfast-parlour ; and the day 
was passed in greater cheerfnhiess than 
oould have been anticipated. 

After taking a. ipoumfiü leaye of his 
beloved parent^ captain Frazer threw 
himself into the York mail at twelve 
o'dock at i^ghti» in • order to meet his 
Company, wbich was to halt at that 
dty. 



c 6 CHAP. 
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CHAPTER III. 



" In vain from fate we strive to fly, 
For ünt or last, as all must die, 
So 'eis decreed, by those ab.ove9 
That first or last we all must love.'^ 



** Hail, awful scenes ! hau, views lablime ! 
Where grandeur sits on lofty throne, 
Looking contempt on space and time, ' 
Calling the dizzy steeps her own/' 

The fascinating graces and winning 
xnanners of Marion Ferguson had found 
their way to. the hitherto insensible heart 
of sir Simon Frazer» during his former 
Visit to his uncle. 

At twenty-one this enchanting girl 
was equally distinguished by her per- 
sonal graces as by . a highly-cultivated 
mind. Good sense, politeness^ affabili* 
ty, and good-humour, were characteris- 

tic 
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tie of her disposition ; and these native 
virtues and perfections. had been drawn 
forth and recdved the highest degr«e 
of lustre from a careful and judidous 
education. 

Having lost both her parents at a very 
early age» she had, from that period, 
been the peculiar care of her brother, 
who was several years her senior, and 
under whose hospitable roof she had 
spent her Infant years, When at a pro-' 
per age, she was placed by him under 
the care of Mrs. Fc^, whose affeotion- 
ate and unremitting attentions left her 
darling pnpil UtÜe to regret in the loss 
of parents she was tinable to recoUect. 

Her attachment to Helen Frazer pre- 
disposed her to receire the brother of her 
friend with favouraUe eyes. Sir Simon 
Frazer was tall, and, at this period, not 
indiegant in his person. His manners, 
when he had a puipose to effecit, were 
engaging^ and he was commonly called 
a polile and aoeomplished man : yet his 

understanding 
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unddvstanduig was^ in* leafity» bdow: 
mediocvityi and bis knowledge c^ thafe 
superficial kjqcb wluch is acquii«^ with. 
out study, by. a geneial intaxsoune. witk 
mankind. 

His suit to. ihe fiur. Marioi^ waa not 
long« preferced in vain. Her hjsart waa 
unengaged^ and, new. ta th^ world^ he 
waa the firsb who had sedwuly offered 
hioense. at the sbriiii^ of the« youthful 
beauty. 

Her preference onpe. ackno\yledged^ 
SIT Simon lost no time in applying to 
Mr. Feiguson ffar hia oonseiub to their 
union^ ThewoDthy advocat^^opuldthaxTa 
wiabed diat his^soater had been. lesa 1^»? 
ty. in. fiacing h» reganda;. but as it was, 
he rqoioed that her afibotion had* bjsen 
bestowed on one whose chämotec and 
rank in lii^ were. un^EceptiDnaUei 

Helen Frazer. vgofoed to reo$|ve a 
sister in. her deavest fiiendi; yet she 
tcembl^ fbr the ftiture. bapfiinia)». of the 
warm^-hearted Marion, when. she took 

aretro- 
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a retröspectlve. gJanoei at tib^i ^xn and 
riigged st^mina o£ her beother^s miiid. 
->-'* Yet beauty and sweetnesfl^ such aa 
those possessed by my fiiend," thought 
the inexpeiienced girl^ ^ must soften 
the bardest nature ;• ^ and^ led on by de- 
lusive bope, she began ta sketch» in 
her imagination» fiiture scenes of do- 
mestic en>>ym^^ in which, hawevev, 
her oousin Charles formed the prindpal 
figure in. the pictura. 

The Gonfidenoe reposed in her by this 
highly-prized youth transformedv how- 
ever, the smiling* hndscape of bei*, fimcy 
into a dreary waate^ and planted a thoin 
in the gentie bosom of ]^len, which 
Müghted the fiiir ppospeotsofih^r youdie 

A Ibw weeks äftep thj9 departuse of 
€harles to joi» his regiment ab CarlislB, 
Helen aooompaiiied her- brothev to the 
north, to.assi^b with hei> taste in prepar- 
ing the old ihtiaily- mansion- of the BW 
zers fi)r the reoeption of ' ita neW' mis* 
raess* 

The 
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The languor and melancholy which 
she had in some measure repressed in 
the presence of her unde and her ftiend, 
she now indulged in without control; 
andk in a few weeks her healih began to 
yield to the unavailing regrets' which 
^ constantly preyed on her spirits. 

Removed from the immediate sphere 
of Miss Ferguson's attractions, her bro- 
ther reverted, with increased zest, - to 
those coarse and boisterous pleasures 
which had been habitual to him frotn 
his infancy. 

Helen, thus left to brood over her sor- 
rows, with no companion but her aus- 
tere and disagreeable aunt Janet, saw the 
period approach which was to re-unite 
her to her early friend, with a degre^ of 
apathy which a few months before she 
^ would have de^tned ioipossible. 

Another source of anxiety proceeded 
from the silence of Charles. Day after 
day fled away, but the promised com* 
muhication arrived not ; and she heard, 

with 



THE HIGHLAKD CASTLE. 41 

with dismay, that he had actuälly em- 
barked for the Continent, without afford- 
ing her that infonpaation which älone 
could enable her to fulfil the solemn 
promise he bad exacted ftom her dur- 
ing theu" confidential interview. 

Conjecture was baffled in accounting 
for this silence : sometimes she dreaded 
the important packet might have mis- 
carried, in which case the mischief might 
ptove incalculable, should it fall into 
improper hands. Sometimes she resolved 
to write to the Continent ; but our ar- 
mies not being stationary, she doubted 
whether a letter would reach bim in 
safety. 

In this fluctuating' and uneasy State 
she beheld the approach of May, which 
was to witness the union of her only 
brother with the dearest fnend of her 
heart. She had promised to accompany 
sir Simon to Glencross Cottage, but in- 
creasing debility, both of mind and body, 
rendered her unfit for so long a joiimey, 

part 
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pa^ of iKhich mtßt n9oea(sa)% he per- 
förmig Q9 l^vaebrnk. 

lj(Hide4 with bev wwmest wish^B fbv 
hi» bappin<99s, aiuil Qba%^ ^^^ ^ P^^ 
ket toi her firieKi4> the baronat com- 
menced hi^ joiumey ; büHt» vrr^pti up in 
the selfish contemplation of anti/cäfttt^d 
eipgpynwnt, he bre^thed not a sigh, he 
beatoiwed not a thought on the faded 
foirm and sanken spirits of his only 
sifiter. 

The journey was perforoaied with the 
gre^test rapidity, ^nd a week before the 
appoittited day of hia retum, the impa- 
tient bridegroom anived at Glencroas 
Cottage. Above disguise» the lovely 
bride displayed the sinoere joy she feit 
at the unexpected appearaace of her 
loyev» though a ray of aadnesaovarspread 
her countenaoce, «ad a starting t6af 
dimmed the lustre of bor eye» on leam* 
ing that iUoess had deprived hev of the 
pleasure> of her fii^ndfs compAny on thia 
iijopoKtant occaaion» 

The 
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Hie affior c^ Settlements was soon 
adjusted ; and early in June the union 
of the, loverft took place, under cdrcum- 
stances which afibrded a fiur promise of 
oomplete and lasting happiness. 

Sut shovt-sighted at best are the views 
of mortals-^too frequently does the dba- 
dowy phantom of happiness elude their 
grasp, and leave behind only sorrow and 
disappointment ! So it was with the 
luckless lady Fräzer ; fbr soon was the 
gay, the smiling, the obsequious lover, 
metamorphosed into the in/cüfferent, the 
duH, and the morose husband; a^d all 
her dreams of connubial happiness^ va- 
nished witk the unsubstantial gaieties of 
the nuptial pageantry. 

Immediately after the e^emony, the 
neW-mamed oouple retinquished the soll*, 
ti^de of Glencrpss Cottage fbr tiie gai- 
ties of Edinburgh. The first three 
months were spent by sir Simon in a 
round of yisits» and in exhibiting bis 
lovely wife atallthe public plaoe& whieh 

. were 
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were accessible at this season of the 
year ; and the general admiration.which 
everywhere followed her step8, for a 
time, by flattering the vanity of her 
husbandy threw a veil over the natural 
deformity of his character. But the in- 
eense offered at4;he shrme of lady Fra- 
zer's beaaty and accomplishments soon 
becatne tiresome and even unpleaaing 
to sir Simon, and he longed to retum 
to the gross pleasures in which he in- 
dulged in the country. 

In the beginning of October, lady 
Frazer, .after taking an affectionate leave 
of her brother and lord William Frazes*, 
prepared to accompany her husband to 
his patemal home. 

What tended to recondle the already 
neglecied wife to this arrangement was 
the prospect of once again embracing 
her chosen friend, who still oontinued 
in a declining State of health. 

During the first part of their joumey, 
the baronet scarcely maintained even an 

appearance 
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appearanoe of civility ; but as t)iey en- 
tered the Higblands, the gloom which 
hung on bis brow began to disperse, 
and -with something like bis -former vi- 
vacity be welcomed bis dispirited com- 
panion to tbe land of bis fatbers. 

Lady Frazer endeävoured, by assum- 
ing an air .of satisf^tion wbicb sbe was 
far from feeling, to retain some portion 
of tbe regju-d of the man to wbom sbe 
had devoted ber life. Sbe tberefore lis- 
tened witb seeming pleasure/ tböugb 
with a bleeding beart, to tbe descrip- 
tiori be gave of tbe mode öf lifeamong 
bis bardy countrymen, or their manner 
of pürsuing tbe deer in bis native moun- 
tains, a subject on wbicb be was never 
weary of dilating. 

It was evehing, wben crossing tbe 
Luss, tbey entefed tbe pleasant viUage 
of äiat name. Tbe inn (if it deserves to 
be so called) at wbicb our travellers 
aligfated was mean, and ill-provided 
with tbose comforts and conveniences 

to 



46 Tfl£ HIOHLAND CASTfiE. 



to wMdi tte Lowländ «gen^ afe "ac- 
customed ; but with tlmt good-hümour 
whkh uniformly distingitished the ooti«- 
duot of lady Fmzer» ehe expressed to 
tfae landlady her perfect sbtisfactioft with 
the attention she received. 

The beiHity of the foUc^mig mom- 
ing tenifyfced sir Simon to retommence 
häB jonmey ät an early hour. Lady 
Frazer was an admirer of nature in her 
bddest aiid nK>st sublime aispect; and 
sad and glocnny as were the presages of 
th^ future which'flitted bdbre her miiid's 
eye» she yet could not gase with indif- 
ferenoe on the ifine eapanse of Loch 
LcMnond, with its numerons isiands, 
gilded by a briUiant autümn sub» ör 
contemplate the süperb vie#s and Yaried 
seenery stretched around> wiüi Ben Lo- 
mond rearing it6 majestic head in the 
distance, wiäiout the tnost entbusfaMic 
feelings of awe faiid deHght. She tum^ 
to her eompänion, but no cqrrelqfHMldSi^ 
feeling ilhiminated hie features. Ferti- 

nadous, 
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mcious, himtver, in decetving berself 
ih rogahl to the cbdractel* (^ the man 
triöi i^lMBi lAie Vas to t*ead life'^ weaiy 
rcmnd-!^^ llioÄfe Views have been fami- 
liär to him ftotn infkncy/' thought she, 
^' and cannot excite the same f^Iings as 
wh«ti «ee«! "for the fiiidt time. Yet could 
toeüißs lifce theite ever be regärded by 
me wfth apathy ?*' Bhe condiuded, witb 

*• Yoii will behold b finer sight, if we 
aseend to the to^ of Ben Lomond/' said 
sir Simon ; and, imwilling to ehedc any 
flppearaifce tif kx)rdia^y in her husband, 
lady Fraz^ expressed the grstification 
it would aftbfd her to expiolre that cele- 
bmted HftöüfK^n. 

With this intetalSon the baronet stop- 
ped at the honse df a friend, a fe w miles 
ftofti Ltisa. All the üirnUy were in 
ißdinbuifgh, exö^pt the widöwed mother 
öf thfe laird, tvho redöived them ^ith 
ail iktö ditfadterii^ hospitälity of her 
amriity. 

Informed 



48 THE HIGHLAND CASTLE. 

Informed of their Intention, a boat 
was ordered to be got in readiness the 
foUowing morning, whictf the kindness 
of the old lady took care should be well 
stored with cold provisions, and plenty 
of excellent wine. 

' At an early hour they were launchcd 
on the bosom of the loch, and quickly 
rowed to the^ opposite shore. The dls- 
tance from the water's edge to the sum- 
mit of the mountain is computed, as 
their guide informed them, to be fuUy 
six miles of continued ascent. 

At the termination, however, of ra- 
ther more than four hours, sir Simon 
and bis fair companion reached the goal 
of their wishes ; and the prospect which 
now burst pn the astonished lady Frazer 
more than compensated tox the fatigue 
she had undergone. At thßir feet re- 
posed the loch, now appar^ntly dimi- 
nished to a small pool, while the eye wan- 
dered over the towns and villages of the 
county'of Lianark, tili it rested on Tinto» 

towering 
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towering above them^ Northward the 
prospect is awful and sublime. Moun- 
tains, only inferior in height to Ben Lo- 
mond^erect their unequal summite, amid 
which the sparMing waters of Loch 
iCaterine and Monteith expand over 
the contracted vale below for an extent 
of several miles. The day was undoud^ 
ed, aiad in the remote perspective the 
Paps of Jura were even faintly discem- 
able. 

Finely contrasted with this sublime 
traet of Alpine seenery was the aspeet 
of the peaceful Leven, meandering thro' 
a rieh and fertile district, and the highly- 
cultivated counties of Renfrew and Ayr. 
Somewhat more to the right, the Firth 
of Clyde, the Rock of Aisla, the islands 
of Arran and Bute, with the ocean in 
the distance, attracted the attention of 
the fair enthusiast Tuming to the east, 
the Castles of Stirling and Edinburgh, 
and the windings of the Forthj met her 
view. 

VOL. I. D . The 
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The charm wbich for some hours had 
whoUy withdrawn ha: from seif was dis- 
solved, as by the wand of an enchantress, 
at the^sight of these well-known and 
dearly-eherished objects. In thought 
«he flew back to the peaceful happy 
nome of her infancy : a thousand proofs 
of her brother's watchful tendemess 
rushed to her remembrance; she re- 
ealled the blissful period when, resting 
fondly on his arm, they had together 
traversed the groves and woods sur- 
rounding the Cottage, or, seated on the 
romantic margin of Glencross Water— 
" Whare a* that's sweet in spring -^n* 
simmer grow/' she had listened with af- 
fectionate reverence to the lessons of 
wisdom which feil from his Ups. She 
thought of the social circle which oft en- 
livetied the fireside of Glencross Cottage, 
when, free from care, she had presided 
ov^ the fk^lic and glee of the mirthful 
bour ; and an involuntary sigh escaped 
from her bosom, at the idea that this 

happy 
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happy period of her existenoe had passed 
away for ever. 

The last few days had indeed brought 
to her mind the melancholy conviction 
that duty and pleasure would never more 
be united, and that henceforward life 
would be to her a dreary blank. — ^ Oh, 
my affeetionate brother !" thought she, 
** why did I leave thy protecting roof, 
where, for so many years, my days were 
days of happiness, and my hights passed 
in calm repose? Oh, how shall the 
&youred child of fortune endure this 
banishment from all?" 

ijady Frazer started; she shuddered 
at the tendency of her own thoughts.— 
** Banishment! — Good Heaven! do I 
deem it banishment to follow the hus- 
band of my choice ? But I will teach 
this rebellious heart to perform its duty. 
If sir Simon possess not the eye of taste, 
if his ear be insensible to the charms of 
hanfaony, if literature and science hrfve 
no value in his eyes, still there must be 

D 2 some 
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some points in bis character with whidb 
it will be possible to assimilate." 

To bury deep in her bosom the difiap« 
pointment ehe moumed, to study well 
the character of her husb&nd, to conform, 
as far as possible, to bis tastes and habitä» 
was the firm resolve of bis lovely wife. 
Sbe dried her tearfUl eyes, and, with a 
sweet smilei joined sir Simon, who was 
conversing with the guide. 

Frazer was a staundi Highlander. He 
loved bis country — not, indeed, becaiise 
it was the sc€»e of many a rcnnantic 
tale, of many a cbivalrous exploit — not 
because it was the homeipf bis infancy, 
endeared to bim by a train of kindly and 
tender associations, bat because he could 
lord it over an ignorant and wretched 
herd of dansmen and vassals, with al- 
most the power of an absolute prince. 

Still tbis spurious love of country was 
gratified by the entbusiastic praises which 
itft wild and sublime scenery drew froiQ 

■ 

the Ups of bis üir coinpanion ; andf with 

something 
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something like a smile of good-humour, 
he proposed they should partake of the 
cheer provided for them by their atten- 
tiye hostessL 

The excellent daret of his friend 
eompleted his self^satisfitction ; and dur- 
ing their desoent, lady Frazer ahnost 
persuaded herseif, that in the present 
frame of air Simonis mind, she oould re- 
eognize traces of that open hilarity of 
temper whidi had first won her youth- 
fulheart. 

As lliey had aseended the mountain 
at a very early hour, it was still broad 
day when they agun reached the bor- 
der of tiie loch. Marion Frazer, with 
the buoyfflntt spirits of youth, once more 
opened her bosom tö the cheerings &f 
hope. The scene around hör was well 
eakulated to hmtnohize her feelings. 
From the spot where she stood, waitihg 
tiie apprdach of the boat, her eye caught 
an extensive reach of the loch, only 
brokien and ihterruptoil by jutting rocks 

D 8 and 
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and picturesqe promontories. Through 
the transparent azure of its waters were 
distinguished the various^coloured peb- 
bles which form its bottonii while ishoals 
of trout and salmon, sporting near the 
surface, gave life and animation to the 
picture. A luxuriant crop of beautifiü 
aquatic plants ornamented its borders. 
Light elöuds, skixnming across the face 
of the heavens, tinted With their various 
lights and shades its silvery waves/ which 
reflected the woods and green pastures, 
the craggy rocks, and lowly oabins of 
the shepherdsy scattered over the bottom 
of Ben Lomond. • 

Amid this enchanting display of grand 
and varied seenery, not the least capti* 
vating to her itnagination were the isles 
with which the loch is studded. Some 
of them exhibited only open green paa* 
tu^s, dotted here and there with patches 
of tall trees ; but the elevated Ulis on 
others, clothed with wood to tbeir veiy 
summits» seeming^y formed a delightfiil 

shade, 
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shade, impervious to the rays of a me- 
ridian sun. 

Beautifully contrasted with this cheer- 
fiil prospect is the funereal and gloomy 
foliage of the yew-tree, which abounds 
in one or two of these ides, as noticed 
hy the poet of Ben Lomond— 



* ' " ' ■ I — ^ Here 

'was iTurb'd tbischobeii tree. 



Plänted of old, ai.d rearM with studlous carc, 
To freedorn sacred, and the public wial." 

On Inch Callgck, or the Island of 
Nuns, the ruins of a chapel,' half con- 
cealed by the surrounding foliage, at- 
traeted the notioe of ouf fair traveller. 

It is supposed» she was informed, to 
have been an appendage to a convent of 
holy sisters, a dreumstance which gave 
the nattie to the island. Of those fair 
nuns nothing now is remembered ; yet 
the spot must ever prove interesting, 
while extraordinary courage, and resist- 
ance to oppressi<»), are regarded among 

D 4 mankihd 
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mankind, for it was the bur3ring-place 
of the M'Gregors during the days of 
their prosperity. 

When they reached the opposite mar- 
gin of the loch, lady Frazer tumed her 
head to take a farewell gUmpse of its 
various beauties; and then slowly fol- 
lowed her companion to the carriage^ 
which waited to reoonvey them to the 
mansion of his friend. 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



The dear illusion will not last ; 

The era of enchantment's past ; 

The wiid tomanoe of life is done ; 

The real history is began. Loqav* 



-Her mind 



Had waader'd from its dwelltng; and her eyes— 
They had not their own lustre, but the look 
WhiQh is not pf the earth. 6y aoN . 

A PLBKYIFUI^ dinn^ awaited their ar- 
rival. Mrs. M^Intosh, in the absence öf 
her son, had iiivited a nephew of her 
own, the young laird of Monteith, to do 
the honours of his house. 

After the meal was finished, and be* 
fore the ladies retired, the excursion to 
Ben Lomond was discussed; and lady 
Prazer heard, with a sigh, the delight- 
ful region she had traversed, the grand 

D 5 and 
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and sublime scenery of which was wor- 
thy the pendl of a Salvator Rosa» only 
spoken of as affording a haunt to the 
roebuck, the ptarmigan, and osprey, 
which, even in the wild forests and lofty 
summits of Ben Lomond, are not safe 
from the pursuit of the hunter and 
fowler. 

The old lady, fatigued with the ex* 
ertions of the day, no sooner seated her- 
seif on an old-fashioned couch that oc- 
cupied nearly one side of the drawing» 
room, than she sunk into a profound 
doze, leaving her youthful guest at li* 
berty to pursue her own mekncljialy 
ruminations. 

Sad and sorrowful indeed were the re- 
flections of Marion Frazer, fbc too lata 
was she convineed that she had mis-. 
taken a transient liking» the result of 
self-satisfied vanity, for tiiat genuine af- 
fection, which, being founded on es^ 
teemi is permanent as the excellence 
which gave it birth. 

Seated 
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Seated at an old4asfaioned baloony, 
which overlooked a dreaiy tract of heatb, 
with her cheek resting on her hand, the 
youthful wife long ruminated on her 
blighted prospects before she was joined 
by the gentlemen. 

Ab they entered the drawing-room, 
she recoiled with dismay on bebolding 
the flushed üce and disordered mien of 
sir Simon. Frequaitly since her ill- 
&ted Union with the baronet, she had 
perceived, with uneasiness, that he had^ 
älways been the last to attend the tea- 
table, His love of soeiality was the 
excuse with whieh she endeavoured to 
deceive herseif; but the veil she had 
interposed to soften or conceal the fail- 
ings of him who ought to be dear- 
est to her heart was gradually rent 
fiY>m before her eyes, and displayed 
the deformity of that character which 
her guileless heart had deemed perfecta 
With a boy for his ccnnpanion, devo- 
tion to the bottle alcme could have de- 

D 6 tained 
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tained bim firom her side. She bad 
long been convinoed tbät no intunate 
oammunioii of mindL taste, or feeling» 
oould ever subdst between them; bat 
tfaat she should be united to the abve 
of a degrading vice shof a pang through 
her bosom that it required all her forti- 
tude to Support, The aramated con^ 
verse of tbeevening, in whieh m Simon 
bore his share, conveyed no pleasure to^ 
her care-fraught heart; for it was not 
the habitual home-breathing cheerfulf 
ness which diffuses gladness throughout 
the sodal cirde, but that unnatural and 
fitfiil flow of spirits whidi ainks into 
suUenness and gloom, as the effeets of 
the inebriating draughts whidb gave 
rise to it become diminished. 

Lady Frazer could not brin^ her spi- 
rits to the tone of her oompaniona ; she 
therefofe pleaded fiitigue, and retired. 
early to her Chamber. 

No sooner was she alone, than she 
covered her face with her hands» and 

burst 
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bniBt mto «Q i^ony of tears. But hers 
vm not axjftind long ta oontinue thus 
mmxxBM. Thß fivst $hopk cf wounded 
delicacy past, her well-regulated mind 
taught her tbe n^cessity of self-oontrol; 
and thai;^b tbe QonjQiet was sevare» she 
ceaged not the fitraggle tiU she attained 
tbat dignjilied oompoanxe which had for 
some Urne auperseded the playful arch- 
nesss whichf in days of happiness» had 
been the bahitual temper of her mind. 
But though able to command her feel- 
iQgs, she could not whoUy dismis9 them ; 
and after a restless and perturbed night, 
poor Marion rose, pale and unrefreshed« 
On joiniifg the ßmüly at the moming 
r^ast, h& kind hostess observed the 
great alteration in her f^pearance, and. 
warmly pressed her to oontinue her gviest 
a few dayfi longer, tili ahe had recovered 
the fiitigue of her yest:erday's excursion. 
But lady Fra^ser, who wa$ extremely 
anxious to reach her future home, in the 
hope qf finding a relief to her sorro ws 

hl 
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in the conversation of her 6arly friend, 
i^fusedi bn the plea of that fnend's pre* 
carious State of health, t6 prolong her 
st^y. 

Sir Simon, who never for a moment 
suffered the comfort or convenience of 
others to interfere with his öwn, recol* 
lected that the periöd of grouse-shoot- 
ing approached, and neither the pale 
cheeks nor sanken eyes of his youthfiil 
bride could restrain his mipatience to 
be gone. 

The carriage was therefore ordered to 
the döor; and taking leave of the ho»- 
pitable Mrs. M'Intosh, lady Frazer ask 
cended the steps with alacrity, as if a 
change of scene could remove the me- 
lancholy anticipations ' which weighed 
heavy on her heart. 

The young laird öf Monteith Was to 
aceompany them through the first day's 
joumey, which lay in the direction of 
his father*s domain. 

No sooner was the carriage in motion, 

than 
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thati the two gentlemen, heedless of 
their fair opmpanion, oommenced a dis- 
cussion on the etemal subject of hunt- 
ing, fowling, and fishing, and on the 
laws by which the wild beasts of the 
dr, the earth» and the water, are deenaed 
the eacclusive property of certain privi- 
l^d dasses. ^ 

The sentiments displayed in the course 
of this conversation feil painfuUy on the 
heart of lady Frazer, for they would 
not have disgraced a Nero or Caligula ; 
but she only testified her dissent from 
the opiniona of her companions by a dig- 
nified silence, rightly jud^g that argu- 
ment could make no impression on minds 
that would doom to instant death a fei- 
low-man, whp, exercising the first law 
of bis being» partopk of the blessings so 
liberaUy scattered in bis path by the 
bountiful band of nature. Shutting her 
ears as much as possible to the conver- 
sation of her fellow-traveilers, lady Fra- 
zer 
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zer gave hersdf up ttf tbe ecmtemplatioii 
of nature. 



*' In every cbarm supreme, 



Whose vot'rie« feast on raptures ever new/' 

As they proceed^ oh their road, a 
vaUey, green with luxuriant herbage, 
and bounded by a number of oonical 
hüls, rising almost to tbe height of 
mountains, opened on their left, cx>n- 
veying the most perfect idea of raral 
repose. 

After a short drive, however, amid 
these smiling solitudes, thdr road passed 
over abrupt difFs, and hanging promon- 
tories, commanding a grand sweep of 
LfOch Lomond for many miles, running 
into shady bays^ or losing itself beneath 
impending rocks. Frequently lady Fra*- 
zer tumed her head to catch a last look 
of this enchanting soene, tili entering a 
thick wood» she oould only obtain casual 
glimpses of the loch through some open- 
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ings in the trees. Again, however, ap* 
proaching an open space towards the 
northem extremity of the loeh, her eye 
onoe more rested on the wild stupend- 
ous crags and toweriog scenery of Ben 
Lomond. Again embowered in a thick 
wood» the dlversified forma of andent 
moss-grown oaks, or pines, with their 
half-bare roota fantastically wreathed a- 
beut the rock&-*-the glittering of the 
mountain-torrents, as they rushed down 
the predpitous sides of the broken steeps 
to join the waters of Loch Lomond-* 
the murmurs of the soUtary stodc-dove» 
mingling with those of the stream, af- 
forded a different, but not less internst- 
ing picture; 

After $ome iurther progress, the tra- 
vellers quitted the delightful yidnity of 
the loch, and continued their route to 
the inn of Anroqiüuur, where they pro- 
poaed remaining tax the xdf^ 

On the foUowing n)omicg» breakfast 
was no sooner over, than ypung Mon- 

teith 
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teith took his departurei and shortly 
afterwards our travellers resumed their 
jöurney. A short ride brought them 
to the Vale of Glencroe. Dreary wild- 
ness and desolation are the characteris- 
tics of this celebrated pass. Scarcely a 
tree, and but a Single habitation, are to 
be found in the course of the glen. 
Sometimes the road is igamured amid 
high and craggy mountains, almost meet- 
ing above, while in other spaces they 
retire, so as to admit a view of patches 
of scanty Vegetation, fit only for the 
pasturage of sheep or goats. In several 
pläces, the only visible object is the white 
foam of some cataract, pouring down 
the sides of the hills, the sound of whieh 
alone disturbs the universal silence that 
reigns around. 

The awfiil stillness of this solitary re- 
gion was in unison with the melaneholy 
oolour of lady Frazer's fate ; and tears 
unconsciously triekled down her pallid 
cheek, as she sat beside her unsocial 

companioni 
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companion, who hummed, in an under 
voice, some national cronach» as if to 
beguile the tediousness of the way. 

After an unoomfortable drive of more 
than fi ve miles, the road suddenly emer- 
ged from the glen, and wound up a steep 
acdivity. Lady Frazer shaded, her eyes 
for a few moments with her hand from 
thepainfulglareofameridiansun; then 
tuming to her husband, she was about 
to make some Observation on the dreary 
pass they had quitted, but the woi*ds 
died on her ups, as she. gazed on the un- 
definable expression of his oountenance, 
in which she shuddered to thiilk traces 
of guilt were discemible. After an in- 
ward struggle, however, his features re- 
laxed ; but his eyes continued to wan-* 
der over the moorland track, as if in 
search of some «dreaded object, and 
h petulantly urged the postillions to 
speed. ' 

Sdf^respedt and wounded aiFection 
kept lady Frazer silent ; and after reachn 

ing 
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ing the bottom of the opposite deseent» 
an acute tum in the road brought them 
to the entrance of the Valley of Kin- 
lass. 

Aroused from the reverie uato which 
she had fallen» by sir Suuon hastily 
throwing himself back into the comer 
of the carriage, she looked from the win- 
dow» and beheld an object which rivet- 
ted all her attention. On a jutting eng 
near the entrance of the vale» stood a fe- 
male figure» so fair, so firagile^ as to lodc 
like the airy vision of another world. 
Her head was uncovered^ and her fine 
flaxen hair fantastically interwo ven with 
sprigs of heath. A loose white gacmenty 
fastened round tiie waist with a tartan 
ribbon, completed her attire. Her eyes 
roved in vacancy, tili catehii^ a yiew of 
the carriage» she uttered a wild uneanth* 
ly shriek, which sunk to the heairt of 
lady Frazer, and would have dashed 
hersdf from the point of the era^ had 
not a ready hand held her back. The 

saviour 
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saviour of the poor maniac wds a young 
man, with a mild prepossessing coutn- 
tenance, whose dress bespoke him to be 
a pastor of the presby terian church. 

In a few minutes the carriage entered 
the gorge of the Valley, and sh* Simon, 
lesuming oonfidence in proportion as the 
scene of his alarm tontinued to recede^ 
in a bunried voice informed his agitated 
companion that the fair creature she had 
Seen was the insane daughter of an old 
Steward, of his father's, and had been 
plfliced by him under the care of Mrs. 
Gl^ the widowed mother of the young 
man who saved her from the dangerous 
leap she had meditated. 

Lady Frazer only bowed, for the 
hesitating and hurried voice in which 
this communication was made, the pre- 
vious anxiety displayed by sir Simon 
to urge fprward the horses, the wander- 
ing of his eye, as if in search of some 
dreaded object, his appaUed glance, and 
evident desire for conoealment on be- 

holding 
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holding the unhappy gii'l, all oonvinoed 
h^r that something beyond the com- 
mon feelings of humanity must have 
produced the perturbation she wit* 
nessed. 

Scarcely had the carriagfe proceeded a 
quarter of a mile, when» by the obscure 
light that penetrated through the over- 
hanging foliage of this dismal glen, lady 
Frazer observed the unfortunate sufferer 
darting with the rapidity of ligfatning 
down a woody dedivity on the left. 
Sometimes she caught a glimpse of her 
white garment fioating in the breesse; 
at others, the umbrageous foliage con- 
cealed her whoUy from view. She was 
foUowed by her feverend guardian ; but, 
with that cunning incident to her dis» 
ease» he no sooner approadied, than, 
eluding bis grasp, she bounded into a 
differeilt track» and was again hidden 
from the view. 

/ Intensely watching the re-appearance 
of the maniacy lady Frazer gave a scream 

of 
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of horror, as she saw her leap irom a 
^hdving rock into the middle of the 
road, only a few paces before the carri- 
age» whieh she expected would instantly 
crushher to death. But momentarily 
recovering her feet, while the postillion 
checked the horses, she sprung fbrward, 
and clinging to the open window— 
** Foul fiend ! have I found you at last ?" 
sheexclaimed,inavoiceofagony. "Give 
me back my Bertha ! I buried her deep 
in the cold earth, but even there you 
found her out, and robbed me of my 
last treasure !'* 

" Remove this mad woman !" vocife- 
rated the baronet, with a oountenance 
distorted with rage and every evil pas- 
sion. " Dearly shall you pay for this 
neglect» sir!" he continued, addressing 
Mr. Glen, who at that moment came up 
to bis unfortunate Charge, and was en- 
deavouring, in the most soothing accents, 
to induee her to retum. 

" Do you threaten, sir Simon ?" said 

the. 
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the youthflil divine» wfaile lie oast a 
glance of mingled soom and andigna- 
ticm on the crest-fallen baronet : ^' had I 
been aware of your passing, for Bertha's 
own sake she shpuld haye been seduded 
£rcnn your sight" Seeing lady Frazer 
pale and agitated» he oontinued-— ^* Be 
not alarmedi madam ; this poor girl is 
perfectly harittless and docile, exoept 
when she beholds those who really 
have, or who she believes have injiired 
her.** 

Lady Frazer, with tears in her ayes, 
took the band of Bertha.-^'^ Betum," 
she Said, ^* with your friend for the pre- 
sent; some time hence I may see you 
again, and together we will seek your 
lost treasnre." 

The tone of oompassion in which these 
few words weie uttered found their way 
to the heart of the poor forlorn one, for 
the frantic expression of her counte- 
nance softened into sorrow ; and, seem- 
ingly forgetful of the purpose whidi in- 

duoed 
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daoed her to pursue the carriage at so 
much hazard to herseif, with slow and 
languid steps she retraced her way to 
the thicket; while Mr. Glen, without 
noticing the baronet, bowed respectfiilly 
to lady Frazer, and foUöwed his unfbr- 
tünate companion. 

The sifht of this unhappy maniac 
feil like an icebolt on the heaft of her 
ladyship. Sheconjecturedthatthelove- 
ly girl had too surely been the victim of 
sir Simon's ' wiles, whom she regarded 
with a feeling nearly approaching to ab- 
horrence. 

Buried in painful antieipations of the 
fiiture, she sat silent and abstracted, 
unheedfiil of tbe length of the way, 
(X the gloomy grandeur of the sur- 
rouiiding scenery, tili roused from her 
painful reverie by pereeiving that they 
had etnerged from the glen, and ap- 
proached the shore of a large water, 
the boundaries of which were not dis- 
oemiUe. 

VOL. I. E In 
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In a 9bort space Üiey reodM a eomr 
finrtable ion» wher^ sir Simm propMod 
remaining tili tb« following day. 

Fajtigue was i^gaiu plßadad by lady 
Frasser for retiring as soon as dinnei: ww 
fini^hed; nor did the barona^ seem mv* 
willing to be left alone» 

Seated by a blazing wood^fire» ip a 
clean« though homely bedcbamber, 8be 
Qndi^avoured to arrange b«r «catterad 
ideais^ Fatally for her paace» abe wa» 
top lat^ convinced that she »usfc i¥yt 
look to tb^ hu$band of bar ^0109 to 
heighten the pleasures, or sooth tfia talll 
of h^ pUgriÄ}age throHgb W^^ I&all 
her Utjtle difficultias» sbe bad bitherto w« 
lied OD tbe 8pm>d.mmd mä 8tead|y pnn« 
ciples. of ber brotb^; bat noiw, lüh« 
as9ailed by an overwh^aung aflUotii»» 
even tbalt oonwlation waa dawad )m$ 
for sbe feit that tb^ evnors of a btübaad 
were no propar sulg^ foa Q(»ifidanea : 
bttt if tbey lyera^ oould ab^ «eUWUy «a^ 
solve to cloud the serene days of an af- 

faqtionate 
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ftctbnate bnotho-, by impartiBg to kim 
Imt Gureists aortitvr ?-*-'' No, nefver, re- 
vcned guide of my youth ! never edbak 
Ihea Imow tiie suffennga of Übe devoted 

Teura fioiwed fiivt from ihe eyes of 
tady Fmeer, as the thonghi» of home 
fiGK to h« mind; Sooäied, howerer, 
aad relkfMd by tihta salutaiy burst of 
ffosif fthe was enabled steadily to regard 
htr.preaent and future prospects, and 
SKkm beeame convinoed that mußh, per- 
heps tbtt aU' of oomfiirt she had to ex- 
pect in after life, would depend on her 
omn oondnct in the trying Situation in 
vH^udi she wa»|daoed. 

liong had Ae endeavonred to eonceal 
fimn. her own mind the diflference of car 
Sämon'ii behavionr during the days of 
coEurtship and tiiose of wedded life ; but 
mm liiat the mqrtifying convietum had 
foiced itself upon her nünd, ought shß 
to yield heradf ttp a prey to 
£ 2 unavailing 
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unavailing sorrow ? But a suspidon of 
'^ bis worthlessness combined with disap- 
pointed aSection to barb the arrow that 
rankled in her heart. Yet» on what 
grounds did she accuse him of culpa- 
bility ? On the ravmgs of a maniac ! 
Would she herseif wish to be so judged ? 
True, Mr. Glen had addressed him 
in a tone which indicated that he be- 
lieved him to be the author of Bertha's 
misfortune; yet it might, after all, be 
only the expression of a proud spirit, 
roused by the haughty address of the 
baronet 

Be that, however, as it may, this an- 
gelic woman heroically resolved to check 
her rising doubts, and, if possible, cheer- 
fuUy to perform her self-imposed duties. 
When, therefore, sir Simon sänttoin* 
quire if tea should be ordered' up to her, 
she foUowed the servant to the aparte 
ment beloWii 

. He was seated with his back towiards 

the 
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thedoor.; but on hearing her light tread, 
Started up, and with something like tfae 
animation he displayed in the earljr days 
of their acquau)tanee, took her hand« and 
placed her at the table. 

Uncongenial were the dispositions of 
tbe baronet and his lady, and few the 
ideas they possessed in common; yet, 
determined to please and be pleased, 
the youthful wife led the conversation 
to Highland manners and Highland 
superstitions, a theme altvays interest- 
ing to Sir Simon, who rekted so many 
anecdotes illustrative of these subjects, 
that the evening passed over more 
cheerfully than oould have been ex- 
pected. 

As if by a kind of tadt agreement, 
the suöering Bertha was neyer alluded 
to ; but in the silence and darkness of 
night^ her image haunted the pillow of 
lady Frazer. Resolutely, however, she 
repelled the harassing idea, and hailed 
the retum of moming in the hope of 

E 3 losing, 
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losiDg» amid the active dntiM of the 
day, the remembrance of a anbjeeC ao 
painfuL 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER V. 



Oh^ frail inconstancy of mortal State ! 
One. hour dgected^ and the nezt elate ! - 
Rftia^d by lUse hopes ^^ by fiilM fean deprem'd, 
How difierent passions sway the human breast ! 
Now smiling pleasure with fair cbarras invite ; 
Now frowning borron with black stains affiright ; 
Fotore diiCniiC» ibe pretent joys oontroly 
And Faocy triun^hi o'er tb« reaioniBg soul. 

, Pattison. 

As the military road in which they had 
hitiierto travelled now branched off to 
the right, the remainder of their joumey 
VTMi of neceastty^ to be performed on 
horseback. 

With the earhest dawti, lady Frazer 
left her. restless bed. The pelisse and 
latge straw*bonnet in which she.had tili 
now travelled were exchanged for a 
riding-habit of the appropriate tartan of 

E 4 the 
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the Frazers. On her head she wore a 
blue doth bonnet, in the fashion of that 
wom by the Highland chieftain, sur- 
mounted by a plume of white feathers ; 
a plaid, fastened on the left Shoulder by 
an emerald brooch, oompleted her at- 
tire. 

As her image was reflected from an 
old-fashioned mirror which omamented 
the walls of her Chamber, a secret plea- 
sure fiuttered in her bosom, on oon- 
templating those charms which nature 
had lavished on her with so bountiful a 
band, and which her Highland dress 
displayed to the greatest advantage. But 
a sudden sense of her blighted happineäs 
quickly rose to check the rising vanityi 
and the unbidden tear rushed to her 
eyes. '^ 

During the brief period of her wedded 
happiness, she had planned her present 
costume, as an agreeable surprise to her 
husband, when she should enter the 
land of his fathers. It was one of those 

little 



THE HIGHLAND CASTLE. 81 

little devioes inspired by a refined and 
delicate tendemess ; but, alas ! no cor- 
responding feeling animated the bosom 
of him on whom . she had bestowed 
her yoiithful affections. Little did she 
dream» when sir Simon pressed her to his 
bosom a blooming bride^ that she should 
ever find cause to regret having listened 
to his vows. In the delusion' of her 
glowing fancy, she had pictured him 
adomed with every perfection, and wor- 
shipped. the ideal being of her own crea* 
tion. Exiled to the dreariest deserts of 
Siberia, with him for a companion, she 
oould have bieen happy — ^his presence 
would have divested even a polar winter 
of its glooni ; sheltered iil his arms, she 
would have preferred the lowliest hut 
to the regal dorne of splendour, un- 
blessed b}"^ his aSeütion. 

What a revolution had a few short 
months produced ! The genial current 
of her feelings, cheeked and thrown 
back by the haughty manners and coarse 

E 5 sentiments 
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lenturnntsof the bemg she htd endowed 
with every Tirtue, the present wan r»- 
garded by her with dismay-^e ftittne 
ilmost withont hope, Yet» tbough the 
path of daty would, fbr her, be no 
more strevred vrkh flowen» she straggleA 
against the risixig spirit of disoontent» 
which was fast stealing into her bcsom, 
and recalUng to remeridbranoe the prin- 
Gtpies a beloved hrothcr had early taugfct 
her tt> rever^ detennfaied to eontet 
with fortitude the trkds with which she 
might yet be assailed. 

Assmning» thcrofore, an air of fheer« 
ftihiesa foreign to her fbdmgs» Ae haa« 
tened to join her hustiand at the niom» 
ing repasi, but, on inquiry, leamed thct 
he hi^ walked out. Unwüling agam 
to trust hevself with her own refleetioni^ 
she rose to follow his example, when 
the door opened, and the object of her 
thonghts entered. 

Self-gratificatioii was the motive power 
which regukted all thebaronef s actiom. 

When 
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WhM he &st behdd the lovely 
Ferguson, his senses yidded to the cap- 
tivatkm ^ het efaarms ; but, unable to 
appredate eitiier the high mental culti- 
rB^an or elegant acoompKshments ci 
^be endniRting girl, saliety soon suc- 
ceeded to pOMesdon, and in a few short 
toMtbs she became a neglected wife» 
er at leadt was only regarded as a bril- 
Bant addhion to the train of vassalis 
which swelled the pomp and splendour 
of their prottd lord. 

Now, when he beheld her radiant in 
yotttii and beauty, arrayed in the garb 
cf Ms native glen, surprise, pleasure, and 
gratified pride, sparkled in his eyes, as, 
iß all the fervonr of passion, he sank 
at her feet, and, unaUe to eicpress his 
feelings, eould only press to his Ups the 
band she held out to him. 

What a magic transition took place 
in the bosom of his unsophisticated wife, 
fiom the aby ss of despdr to the sooth- 
ing hope tbat his heart stüQ beat in uni» 

£ 6 son 
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son with her own ! Alas ! deceived by 
the yet glowing fervour of an attach- 
ment whicb had withstood bis neglect» 
indifference, and even scorn» sbe mis- 
took the meteor glare of passion for ike 
calm steady sunsbine of renewed affeo- 
tion. In the delight of retuming ponfi- 
denoe, sbe even went so far as mentally 
to accuse berself of some neglect» some 
remissness, whicb had given rise to the 
coldness of her husband. 

Seated at the breakfast-table^ the eyes 
of sir Simon continued to wander over 
the figure of bis beautiful companion.-?-* 
'* How proud I sball be," said he, as if 
answering,to bis own thoughts, ^ to pre- 
sent her to my people as the wife of their 
Chief! In that garb, and with that dig* 
nified mien, even aunt Janet cannot 
think the Frazers disgraced by a Low- 
land connexion." 

Lady Frazer started ; something like 
an idea of humiliation crossed bear mind 
at the bare^ supposition that under any 

drcumstances 
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drcumstanoeshernameshould be coupkd 
with disgrace,. or that any adventitious 
aid should be deemed neoessaiy to gain 
her a welcome into the &mily of her hus* 
band. But self-decdiyed, like the mo- 
narch m the palace of Trutb, she eon- 
strued the insultuig speech into a com- 
pliment, and was even gratified at sir 
Simon's anxiety that she sbould lead 
ca]>tive the deep-rooted prejudices of his 
people. 

" We have still fifteen miles to travel 
before we reach home^" said the baronet» 
** and our escort bas not yet appeared in 
sight f and he went out to see whether 
he could descry their approach. 

Lady'Frazer, ftom the window of the 
lit;tle parlour, foUowed him with her eyes» 
as he ascended an eminenee oppositis the 
house, to obtain a view of the road lead- 
ing to Castle Frazer. , His manly athle- 
tic form, portly galt, and a complexion 
ruddy with youth and health, seen thro' 
the medium. of affection, recalled to her 

mind 
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ntiiid the Iwet ef her dbdee; Md iok 
senribty «he ga^ Tent to her feeüAgt^ 
b^ warbling a few 9tanza§ of otie of the 
popttlor airs of her native ootintrf ?-«^ 

<< Tho Lowlaod ladt think they are fine ; 

But, oh ! they're vain and idly gaudy. 

Hovr xBodi ttuRke tto gnoM Mim 

And SMDly looks of laj HifUaad Mdie ! 
Ohy my bonny, bonny Highland laddie ! 
My handsome^ charming Highland laddie f 
Maiy Hmlvm stifi guafd^ and lofv fovfftrdf 
The liowlaad lau and her Highland laddie i 

<* Nfto greater joy VU e'er pretend^ 
Thao thK bis lote prore tnie and ittefty, 
Xike min« to bim^ wbich ne^er ehall and| 
While Heaven presenrei my Highland laddie. 
Oh, my bonny, bonny Highland laddie I 
My haadMiiMy obannitig Higfaluid kdcHg l 
May Heaven still guar4 mmI love reward, 
Our Lowland lass and her Highland laddie !'' 

8he Started» on faearing thelatttw^ 
Hnes of the choras repeated hi the fine 
sonoious voioe of sir Simon, who had 
entered tmobserred, and tanüng round» 
was rapturoüflly pressed to his bosom. 

In le89 than a quarter of an hour, the 

trampling 
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timoD^lüng d haan amioaiioed the ar- 
nMloftheexpcctod csonrt fiom Castle 
Frazer. 

Tfaas W9M one among the few dajra in 
tbe caiffidar of Marion Fraao^s manied 
fifetint miglit be marked witb a white 
stone; fer sMredIjr were the deliekiaa 
tean idie bad ahed at tihe seeming kiikU 
ness of her husband dried on her eheek, 
wben a servant aatered, and ddivered 
io her a letter fnun her early ^end, the 
sister of her afifection. 

In it the sweet girl lamented that 
eontinued debühy ptevented her fhnii 
mcietiiig a rektive so dear at Caimdow, 
as she intended. She dipuelt witb en« 
tiiasiasm on tbcir re-imion, sketcbed 
plans fcr tfaeir anmsements a»id studies, 
wMdi diewed hoir muefa her hieart was 
in the subject, and conduded l^ en* 
tieating her acoeptanee of a Highland 
ponj, wfaieh had becn eavefnUy edn* 
cated for her uae* 

Lady Fiazer liad soKoly finished 

reading 
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reading her letter» when sir. Simon re- 
enterekl, to inform her all was in readi- 
ness for their departure. 

She was not slow in foUowing him to 
the door, where Donald stood ready ca- 
parisoned. The little animal seemed 
gratefiil for the caresses she bestowed 
on hhn, and proudly cantered off with 
his lovely bürden. 

On leaving the little oomfortable inn 
at Caimdow» the road lay, for some time, 
along the banks of Loch Fyne, one of 
the kurgest estuaries of .North Britain, 
and which oommunicates with the open 
sea on both sides of the Isle of Arran. A 
brilliant moming sun wbs reflected from 
the waves of this noble water» which is 
considerably varied in its outline by 

tories. 

With renovated spirits lady Fraaser 
gazed on the magnificeht scene before 
her^ tili the road, or rather track, in which 
they were now travellingt wound romid 

the 
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the base of au ahrapt mountain, which 
giadually shut out the px)spect fix>m 
their sight.. 

After liding for many miles over a 
tn^kless and uninvlting heath, which 
formed a striking oontiast to the finely- 
wooded district they had just left» our 
tiavellers re^ch^ the predncts of a deep 
glen, the abrupt and rocky sides of which 
were only here and there covered with 
moss and lichens, while a few solitary 
and stunted birch and oak trees, sprout- . 
ing from the fissures of the rocks» im- 
pended over the gulf belqw. 

Marion Frazer was, hdwever» insen- 
sible to the dreary desolation which 
surrounded her, for the good-humour 
and hilarity of her companion increased 
with every mUe he travelled nearer to 
that home where he reigned '^ the chief 
in power." 

He complimented her on her eques- 
trian powers, and cm the fe^less intre- 
pidity with which she guided Donald 

aloi^ 
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sixmg a path 80 narrow tfaat one fake 
Step wouki bave inevitably precipitated 
her to the bottom of the glen. He an- 
tidpated the deHght fae woiild receive 
on lifitenitig to her fiite vüioe in the Cave 
of ESdioes» and even talked of hiitktii^ 
her into tiie S[>(Mrt8 of tihe fidd. 

Intellectual pleasures, the refinementa ^ 
of taste, the delights of fiiendirtüpi or 
the pleasure anshig ücm the exerase of 
benendence, entered not into the baro^ 
nefsschemeofhoppiness: buthisyoung 
and sangiüne oompanion was not d» 
posed to examine too stricüy the fbnn- 
dation da which he reared tlie ftuy 
pahee; she saw bis fiiee lighted np 
with the smile of good^-fanmouiv «nd 
Hope gUded the .ftiture in her ba^htest 
blies. 

After rea<^ing the noithem extreouh 
ty of the glen, the path they had ptti^- 
simd for more than a mite ascended a 
gentle aedhrity; then turaing te the 
right, it skirted the base of a bnge baie 

crag, 
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eng, wi»i suddenly a castellated man- 
sMi groetod tfaair s^ght on .the htow of 
an <qipaBite promontory, as yet dimly 
sen throu^ tfae surrounding vapoor. 

^ Caaüe Fnoer !" said m l^mon, in a 
tone of exulftation, as, la3ring bis hand 
on the nedc of Donald, he pointed out 
to lady Fräser her fnture bome. 

It was a htge Square stone edifice, 
witii turretted oomers, and a narrow 
aicfaed door-way. A mountain-torrent 
ran in fix>nt of the house, over which a 
rode bridge of grey stone had been 
tlnorwii. A few straggling beedi and 
plane trees grew in the fanmediafte vid* 
nity of the mansion; bat all aroand, as 
üt as the eye could readi, was naked 
hesdi and rode« It was^ in the bn» 
gnage of Ossian, *^ a desert tinged with 
the beams of the west.'' No traoe of 
hunvm babitation was disoemible in tUs 
stSi oold r^on, wfaidi seemed as if it 
had been hithertD untrodden by Hiefoot 
of man. . 

The 
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The last rays of the setting. sikn were 
sinkinir in the west as they crossed tfae 
diawbriage, whea eir Si^on. taldng a 
large hundng-bom from one of the at* 
tendants» blew a shrill blast» which re- 
verberated from crag to crag. 

Lady Frazer started at the sound; an 
indefinable foreboding of evil stole over 
her heart. She was agitated at the slight- 
est sound ; even the withered leaves of 
autumn, fluttering in the evening breeze, 
appalled her; but on disoovering the 
spires of the gloomy turrets of Castle 
Frazer, she involuntarily reined in Do- 
nald, and for a while oould not even 
summon courage to proceed. 

The mansion, to her xnind, wore an 
air of desolation, heightened by the mys- 
1^ gloom of twilight. In a few seoonds, 
however, lights streamed through. every 
Window, or rather loophole, im fhmt of 
the heavy pile; and the sound of a heg- 
ppe was heard playing the gathering 
lilt of the dan. 

**Prepare 
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^ Prepare yourself for a HigMand 
welcome," said the baronet, in a tone so 
dieerful that it oommunicated itself to 
the bosom of the trembling Marion, and 
making an efibrt to disperse the starting 
tear, she gaily inquired at^sir Simon 
what part she was to act in the Coming 
scene? 

** Appear ever in your own charming 
character," he gallantly rejoined, " and 
you must lead, captive eyery one who 
beholds you." 

A sweet smile was all the answer she 
bad time to retum, for at this moment 
they perceived, winding down the dr- 
cuitous pathway, a cavalcade of about 
twenty or thirty pieople, arrayed in the 
garb of their clan, and preceded by the 
family piper. 

On their near approach, Frazer leapt 
from his horse, and assisting bis lady to 
alight, drew her arm through his own, 
and giving the animals in charge to his 

more 
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nlove immediate attendant, pfooeeded 
(m foot to the Castle. 
. Qu meeting his people» they testified 
their welcome by a ahout» acecmipamed 
by a prayer for his happineas and that 
cf his lady, uttered in their native Gae- 
Uc; but Marion, judging from the exr 
pression of their features, as seen thraugli 
ibe dusky gloom, and from the vacilla- 
tion of tib€Qur tones, suspected that neitlmr 
the welcome nor {»ayer sprung from the 
heart. 

Sir Simon took no other notice of 
the greeting, except by a superdlious 
band of his. head» when tbe vassaht 
Alling back on each aide of the path^ 
fimned an avenuei through which the 
baronet walked» or rather marcfaed» with 
lady Frazer leaning on his arm. 

Gratified pride ahone in every fta- 
ture; hia very form seemed to dHale 
at the servile homage he reoaLvedt and 
£nom which the generoua nund of hb 

companion 
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oompanion revolted with a mingled fed- 
ing of pity and disgust. 

LitÜe tiine, howeyer» was left her 
for painful rominalioD, for in a few 
minutes they entered tfae court which 
surrounded the building. 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER VI. 

On bis dark face a scorching clime 

And toil had.done the work of time ; 

Roughened the brow, the temples bar'd. 

And sable haire with silver shar'd ; 

Yet left wbat age alone could tamey 

The lip of pridei the eye of flame. . Scott. 

Ik an old-fashioned hall» where hung 
the tattered banners of the house of 
Frazer, and the walls of which were de- 
oorated with many a trophy of the chaee, 
stood Miss Janet Frazer, surrounded by 
all those of her dansmen who could 
daim the honour of being related to the 
Frazers, in however remote a degree. 
Her naturally ooerse features had as- 
sumed more than their usual harshnessi 
at being compelled to witness the en- 
trance of a Saxon niistress into the halls 
of her progenitors. She was arrayed in 

the 



THE HIGHLANB CASTLES 97 

the tartan of her dan» made up in the 
&8bion of ihe for^paing Century; and 
on her head she wore a curch, exactiy 
like thofie wom by the wives of the vas- 
sals, only of a finer matenaL Her sal^ 
low and shrivelled skm rendered more 
promuient, hi app^urance, her high cheek«' 
bonesy while her small grey eyes» peep- 
ing £rom beneath a pair of bushy and 
lyart eyebrows, gave a sinister expres- 
sion to her couhtetianoe. 

When sir Simon led up to her his 
blushing wife» her malignant spirit 
crauebed fi>r the moment beneath the 
caka self-posaession and dignified mien 
of lady Fräser. As if in disdain for 
every thing Lowland, she, however, pro- 
nounoed her welocxne in her native Gae- 
Uc, to which Marion, with a sweet smile, 
replied in the same language. 

Sb^ was afterwaids suocessively pre- 
sented to each of the fiiends» and re* 
oeived by tbeu with the greateit cour- 
tesy. .One of tiiem waa an interesting 

. VOL. L F fignre» 
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figure, wiiote form atemed: rathev heskt 
Vvitli ßorarow th^n with age. T« him air 
Simon sUghtljr and oareleKljr .perfbmneA 
the ceremony of introductioB ; and Mam 
rion &ncied that ehe eouU oUewe tbe 
fllighit blush of waundted &elüig paaa 
over his cheek at Um iqp|»ieiit neg^edu 
8be endäBvxnured, boweYa*» to4x>oipeoM 
aate for any want of afetenlion «n the 
part of. the baronet» by. the oonliaUtj 
and respect with wbicfa iihe ^vetuaned hia 
oompUments. 

Lady Fnzer» wbo oould acawely »^ 
stmiu her 9axiety dnriog Ijbas tadiraa' 
ceremonial, uow tHmed t0 her hiia* 
band» and fahered eiit the name of hekr 
fiiand« 

^^ Ay, true!" leiid aic Simon to hia* 
aunt, ** wbot has beeome c£ my üttle 
moping sister?" . . 

Mm Janet JPiazer« ^riio was the epi- 
tooie of . eyecy thio^ haisb;aiid disc^grae- 
able» re|Blied, in a tQne.ofeonteidptuotta 
bitt cnwofli -i'^ Yen mffl find>h6r In t^ae 

baudah. 



hweMri m she oatts it Notwithstand« 
ing the fiisB 8be nuk^s aböut you, lady 
Frpmer, fihe deeü&ed «{qp^ring to do the 
^p^ honoiir ^o the apou^e <tf sir Si- 
rma Frtzer of tii^t ^Ik." 

Suipifsed out c^ h^ habitual polite- 
MW by auieb a petty ^Uplüy of malevo- 
lan^ jMcvnoii t]iuroed frooi ber without, 
deignißg a reply, and laying hold of the 
bwenet"! ^urm, eatreated to be imme^i- 
at% ^n^HCted to h^ ^eiid> 

Cmsai^g ith? yestibalei m Simon threw 
opea &d90r» opposite totbat of the bürge 
hall tbey bfd quHtedj and Marion was 
iiirtfm% preeaed to tiie bosom <^ her 
eaiiiest fiiend. 

Fcpr smi9 !öm« tew» wer« the only 
langai^ lOf tiMäe two uit^n^sting wo- 
19m ; b«| 9t lengtbi fOODveruig 9ome 
degüee of «on^oawe^ Hd«n led her 
fHeiid t(^ a 90^» aod i^a^ed berveif by 
haF^ldO'«^^' ^«Joome^coy.dear Marion r 
sb^sai^ <> w^lcom? to y^Mr j^oime, and 
t^tiieb«Ä of y4« slltflr! Iitww-. 

F 2 equal 
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equal to the task of joining in the ridf* 
culous pageant in which youhavejuflt 
bome a ahare; and had not suiflöient in" 
fluence with aunt Jan^ to pi^evenf it* 
altogether. But you mtist bö fatigued 
with youtride over ourifugged'tnaim- 
tains : I Will order you a cup of coffe& 
before we are mimmened' to the dining- 
table.^ • 

Having partaken of the ' refreshing 
beverage, thö friends retir^ to the 
apartmeht appropriated as a dredsirrg- 
room= to lady Frazer.* Shie had scarce- 
ly time to diange her * Ate^s heiore 
the souiid of the bagpipe annoonced 
dinher. 

,The sister» tt^ere habited idik^ in the 
finest muslin, with no otSier omament 
on the bead but their öwh' luxuriant 
tresses. Marion presented fr tartan ^ISOc 
scarf to her friehd« and threiv a similar 
one carelessly oyer her *own 'sfaould^. 
— •• This murt be my pandplyr she 
isaid^ with a Mnt fitntle» ^^apamVihe 

• ' evU 
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evileffe of cross aunt Janet, as you used 
U> call h^ in our days of cbildish hap> 
l«ness, tfarägb I bdieve no efibrt on my 
fiart i¥iU e^r leooncile her to a Saxon 
luece." 

Hdieipk fress6d the faand of her fiiend ; 
ioid arm in arm they piX)oeeded to the 
hall. 

If lady Fräser had appeared lovely in 
dtfe pictjuresque, garb o£ the morning, 
eveiy charm was heightened by the el€>- 
gant; itiougb pl wi dress sbe now wore. 
It is ta%iep. sb^iwas noknger the blopm^ 
ing^ spprtiv:^ ' H^ibe» whose atch amile 
lound the way .to eviery hebrt ; but if 
anxiety had partly xobbed her cheek of 
it$ h^kMPW» ßhe appeared» . if possible» more 
tottehin^y b^auti&l» in. the eyes, of her 
sister^ thao when last they paited at 
Qlencm8$ Cotti^. 

. With ill-concealed pride and exulta- 
tia^ ur. Smm.Hamg forwwd as they 
f^teteä^ and taking the band of bis 
beau|«opi ^^e^ 1^ her to the upper end 

FS bf 



of th€ table» md ivbuld imr^ ^oed her 
m an old-ftshioncd eanopted diaii^i bixt 
Bfae itiade a mdtkmi a$ if wi^hig to glve 
preeedfiiee to Miü Janet Ffater^ w1n> 
stood by its side. 

'' This is the mkt of Itmiwir, atid of 
right bdoRgs to you| a« my wift and 
the mistress of this mansioiH*' said tlie 
bätoMU in no^ ve^ gmtte vofce ; and 
Marion, wüh a smae, aeqttkMed In hia 
triihes^ 

A ftown knnrcd on the httMh viMg^ 
of aimt Janet, aa, ivith na^redi^^» 
the youthful wife pi^alded «Hf^ tbe hoa^ 
pitiMe beatd ; but so nndeviatUig UMii^ 
heratcentlohs to att preient, tod mäh 
^be wimiing aweetnets of faet «uameA» 
thit aren mattgnity itidtf eould ftiid ¥iö^ 
thing to eondeikin. 

No fiooner had the ladiea r^ÜHA, tiian 
air Simon was gratMed by the *WBrxa 
«nd reiterated eulo^umi beitoi^i^d on 
hU dioite by tbe mde aoils of CatedMffe. 
One oidy ctf fais elaiMiMR remakiediittfte 

on 
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0ttüie«ttb)eot; yetcaptainMaloofanFra^ 
aer wts faetter fifcted dutti anf other to 
9|]^r«^]8te ih^ merits of the fiiir otgect of 
tJ^ir prane. But « feding of coospassion, 
tlmt so lovdj a floinner sfaouM faave beeil 
tnn^lanted kito a soil so ünoongenial» 
oiin j^e4 mth bis adaurotiont and check« 
ed tbe TOn^pratiilatioiis that rosQ to bis lipis. 
Hk tUeno^ howeret, was unnotioed; for» 
poor and indctpendent of spirit^ he was 
barely treated with ^istant dvility by 
the baughty cluisf qf bis cboi« wbotn he, 
in bis tum, repirded with feelings of 
tbe greatwt €oiitdiEq>t. 

. Captam Maloobn iVasaet had serted 
with bonolir te bimsetf dtmng the re¥o- 
latiotiary war in North Amerioa ; but, 
faaving HO friend .to finTwaid bis mterest 
with thcMie in power, he lüetumed at the 
paaoe. stiU a subaltern. 

From ibe miinbar of offioers faelong- 
ixlg to his regiment who had Mm dur- 
in^ tfa» sanguimury conteat, prainotion 
howeyerhadbeeooiebiftdQa; faiUmany 

F 4 a tedious 
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a tedious month passed oway in irk«ome 
attendance in the public ofilces, before« 
his Claim was even listened to. At. 
length he received the intimation that 
he was promoted to a Company ; but . 
the joyful intelligence was damped by 
the concluding paragraph of the letter, 
in which h^ was infwmed that, in con^» , 
sequence of the material reduction on . 
the peace establishment, he was plaeed 
on the half'pay list, 

" To make room fbr some baby- . 
minion of fortune !" indlgnantly burst 
from the Ups of the veteran, as he dash«^ 
ed the packet on the floon 

His beloved Emily, the laithful wife 
of his bosom, who had shared in ^Ithe 
fatigues and dangers of his campaigns in 
the new world» looked in his face with 
one of her most bewitching smiles,. soft^^ 
ly articulating-— << Another War Qffice , 
disappointment ! Why» my dear M^)- 
cohn, why will you continue your frui^:- , 
less applications ? Since the death of 

my 
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my retered brother, I have no tie ta 
Bngland ; let us thenefore retire fo your 
native glen^ where» blessed with health, 
peace» aiid cämpeterice, for there your 
small pUitanee wUl be a competencei we 
lAay rear odr blooming offipring» at a 
diManoe front the low^^mirided proud, 
who too often oYei?Wb^lm vnth eontempt 
the virtttouh childcen bf povörty»'* 

Malcolm, though he had been seven 
yeara a huffaand, ttiU (ioiititiued a lover« 
He caught lus Eniily to his bosom, and 
infonned'her äf bis fvustteted hopes. 

^ Let'mtathdr rejoice that the same 
&te owi^k yofi not tvbile a lieutenant 
Kow yoa can have no objeotions to foU 
low my plan«" 

Nonewere offered; and in äx days 
from tfais period, the brave captäin MaU 
oAm Fi^Bzer^ with bis ürnüy, were on 
the road'to Argyleshire. 

Ybiuig Frazer, who was a fine coir« 
rageous boy» jtMt turned of six years of 
i^e, with h|s^:playmate^ B Uttle .bkch 

F S urchin. 
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nrebinv vrhtm 4ie MfitjfAi lud brooj^kt 
with hin fiom Ätimriicä, wete 1v3d wHh 
. joy^ 6ii eseäfdng froai die eohstfatät of 
a ludging^hoüse^ in k comfindd strwt ' ip 
Eondotv «ml bekig otiee more ^lüitted 
ta brieathe t&e fircrii tir of heavenri 'SLis 
vnSe, ttteafaaMrüThtttoibwtdhis^ite. 
«uved, nt miiliiig liy hn fllii^ wftb her 
little nvtiüiig/'Emtly) a^teep oh iher 
lap. . f • ' ' ..•• ' ^. ' 

Surrimtided by ao «Miy ' treMm«, 
iMalcolnr douia Hot be tetttiAd tmJt^lü. 
nate^ yet, ^ tite pbrtdikdsv, ^itbidi ^aa 
to fcmey them to De^ord, ittfled 
^6/fW the btones, he «giiad ta tiiiidi Aat 
all tiie songDine ^asrtioipaliDm ^of bis 
y outh, all his hopes of fänleaad Ibitmie, 
had terminätUrat Iist iil b («qiteiii^ Iblf. 
)^f. Bart nofc /for* hihisblf abiie didi<b^ 
heav» the deepdrawli aigb. Tfiat bis 
)>eloved Emily sfaoiild h& wakpeOtd i^ 
leUnquiiii that rank in aooit^ afaewal so 
jlv^ fitted tö adom ; Üiat^ bnoäbed^to a 
baiteki liildefnQSii^ and AüfAviA T>£-aU 

the 



. tfae eiegancm of ti^iKMdli&y sheiliould 
mtk. into Ihe mtn: domtstic dnidge» 
tras mh idea that couid not he dwelt 
cn withottt themoBt aaate pain* His 
ebUfibwi teQ-<»wluit a lot was theirs! 
•CSiaile«» ife waa tnie» nught ttrn faine 
aft4 fcrtun^ witfa hU äwoid» or xather, 
p^rhaps^ afttt yeara of . dinger, fiiKtigue» 
and pf^tksirt endunnte». he migfat, like 
h» fiitheiv fetum 1» Ms tiative toviattj^ 
to mtet mily injustitaeand negltet; but 
hi» filnilinjg dierdb, the inftni fimily, 
ivlio wQaU Protect Um fiagile flowet, 
.ahould deffth d^rii^e her of a üihec? 

Mrs^ Fräser also sat silent and ab^ 
.atriieted ; but tbe sweet ismile that play ed 
«iHiiid :ber. moitth denäted tibat her 
ÜKjiigbti» wQi^ of a more pleasixig kind 
tysn <;hoM ^biob ooräfic|d 
iMärhusbMKl 

* \Aiiimtid Bouycne £e& m 
fif Tkltory, twsmida.tbe doae of a griiant 
^ImvfMktheWHt^Sß^ Hisbeart-^ 
bixikeil widwit doQu fiiBowod bim to the 

F 6 grave. 
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grave, ^ teaving their two • Hifiait 
under the goardianthip of her brother« 

At seveiiteen Edwatd Boüveiie ob- 
tained da enaign^s commimioii in the 
forty-second tegiment of^ fMt ; > and two 
years afterwards the Uocmiing Emily 
gave her hand to lieutenant Fmzeri tbe 
intinaate frigid of her brothor. 

Shoitly aller her nuptiak^ the regU 
ment to which they both 'bdonged was 
ordeited to AmetusBLf whither she ae- 
companied^ ii On the fatal pkins of 
Saratöga» entign Bouverie reeeivedhis 
deäth^lvound^ whioh he ohiy survived 
a few day& 

Grief* for the IdM of m odly brotbei^ 
and anxiety for \he safety of a iomcfaM 
loved hitfband^ eontinuaULy expoaed U> 
•danger ai]4 pefil, doaded the «{»mg« 
tide of Mrs. Frazer's existenee, like 
ü weary niadnierr Ibiig* tossed on the 
stoimy InUowf of the oemi» «alie faailed» 
iheK^ore^ tlie wEtttde- of Argyleshine 

as ^ Jiaven of rest«^^ Tlieiei*- thongbt 

« 

•• she. 
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she, *^ whtte blessed witii the sodety 
of my Maloolin, and dieered by the 
ilifantUe hilarity of our darling chiU 
dren, no cares shall intrude to disturb 
the cahn tiinquillity of our humble 
dwelling; there— * 

But the day-dreams of both parents 
were dissolved by the joyous shouts 
of the boys, on beholding the forest 
of masts wbieh rose on eaeh dde of 
the Thatnes, of which they had just ob- 
tained a peep. 

A few minutes more brought them 
t6 Deptfoid, opposite to whidi lay 
the vessel : that was to waft eaptain 
Frazer and 'bis famity to the shores of 
Caledonia. -. 

Eveiy thing beirig stowed tßti board» 
they set isail i^ith a fkir wind, and 
adön re^Aied in safety the destined 
port; and aa expeditioady as the n»- 
ture of eraVdi&ng in the Highfenfls 
would damit, they proce^ed to wliat 
wast0beth«h''^ureh{>me. ' * 

CHAP. 
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So by some sage encbanter's sptll, 
(Ab old Arabian Ikble» teil), ' 
Amkl ihb «olitary wiM» 

From sappbire rocks tke fountaias streamM ; 
With golden fruit the branches beam*d. 

WbaIito*. 



« I 



Tre profuse hospitality of Maleolm Fn- 
'0er*i progeoitors bad ootnpelM . them, 
irom titne to tisne» la «Ikiiate the gnsaf- 
est portiou of their. once-pruusdly tettf- 
toiy; mnä tb» last of tbfeir iiWpectiftte de* 
eoendjADte.nQV fi^md binMelf.oHly the 
:pO06e8for «f a Amßcte$ cf lunA^ and a 
i)ous^ lUde bitter tba» a«Ptti|ge, sitih 
«te M ib« baaks.iff Loeb Fyae. . 

Xjeawm tbt eUildiwt) uÄdar tbe (»re 
of tbe landladjr al Cmxttdow^ of^tabi 
/. ' ; ; Fraaer 
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FhosB* and hb U^, ^cwted hy €he 
ktidiord) jprocetöed to kispeot tbe pi^ 
perty, 

On tttefing thö cffi^piAMtd dweDing» 
wbere ill was damp, cbeetless, änd&it 
mnoihg to de6^> Makolm ihook kis 
head in despair, atid tnts ab^ut tö r«- 
linquiisli erety attempt tö feiider it habit- 
able ; but bis Emily, 4vw feftile in r«- 
iottrces» dcokat^ it was a d(»Ugbtfül situa- 
tioni wä, witfc th« asststanM bf t e^^- 
pentep^ ^e Woald und^rtake in a ttw 
week« to mtk6^ it dt föt tbe i<«ceptiön of 

Habitnallf aecustomed to yield t<y hw 
snperior jtid^Mt in dormMl^ aitangf- 
tntot9, eaptaiti Fraaer mad« fid faith» 
<>ppoil<äöit to ber plan» lAiofigh stiü in^ 
bti^kKi« in re^td to its MCOiM« 
' A wiigbt) f^mn^Mded bf ttelmd^ 
lord, tbereföf« attmd^ on the fottovHng 
tnöraing, to'neeiM Mmi FMzer^^dftrec- 
Üanst and» aasiated hf hwoanect tB»t^ 
«t th« end >of flist #eeki^ "tfieriniKtabk 

dweUing 
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dwdling would not Imvi' be)en disgisteöd 
in a €knapmsoh wich the cüttage omie 
of the south, 

The «iitranQe4ml]» which' occuj^ied 
^nearly: a half of the basement^ was cön- 
tmcted to a *me ibore häRttkig the di- 
.mensions of the buildlng» ' by ; which 
meafis thd apartmento on «aeh aide we):^ 
greatly enlarged i > : 

One of theie was flttediüpias a din- 
.Wg-padoqr» andopkied, iby folcfing doors, 
mto a small. sitting-rböm behind. Thß 
idthefi which Mra Frazeif termed ä so- 
loon, was not divided. The gkcrs, care^ 
fuUy. mbo^öved ' from the old cumhitous 
.window-'flraiiies, wab fitted iKto others, 
light and alry». wlueh. reached to the 
4dot The 9001» ibove the diniiig^^par* 
lour was divided inlo a bed-ehai»ber and 
dresshigk.rQom ; aiid tbatoveEtthesaloon 
was set apatt ihr th6 imirsevjr/ ' 
. Aübow tfatf laiidfoigfpkieer on the first 
;rtory , waa a htnd «f attic^ emmmed witfa 
kimbet .of Iwerjr tdesenptioHi teUcsi 
1/ chairs^ 
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chairs, b)rokßn chanotrwheels» ^ saddlesr 
rusty swords» targets^ batteiied co^ts of 
armis, and tom bannen» whkh told a 
tale of other tiines» when the house of 
Frazer shone in its pristine greatness. 

From this heterogent^us maas of oon- , 
fusion Mrs. Frazer drew niany useful 
articles of furniture ; and among other 
things, a set of dining-tables, with ouri- 
ously*carved bofdersy bearing an insGrip- 
tion, wbich purported that they were 
made from a libumum tree, eut down 
in the glen' of Ardkinlass in 1690. 
These, when okaned from the dust of 
yeärs, and röpolished, con$tituted the. 
Chief Ornament of her dining^^patlour« 

As soon as she oould reach.tbe little 
Window which peeped front imdemeath 
the thätoh, she gazed with delighted. 
enthuaiasm on the prospect which pre-. 
sented itself tp her view. The mpuni- 
tains which she had traversed in her. 
approach to Cahndow e^tended their 

broad 
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bnttd and loftj dnssei akmg lie oppö^ 
s&te ifanreof IiOd|b S^i»» ofMiiiig so «s 
to aSbrd * vie w ccflnote thet \niter iiitD 
tiie i^bMny fast pieliiiMqiid vak of 
Kingkoi. Tbe MiUn ws am! ctescfatian 
ef thi» fdätBTjr glen w^re atrikingly in 
opfiodtion ta tha ptcfene of cbearful^ ac* 
thst: in^jkvtvir diKt feH mom immedktdljr 
under b<r vielv^. .The tuiibdMis duieed 
gflAjr cDft tiie boMta a£ the loeh»,. whidi 
W8» coyeicd %rith ftditog oraft of evwjr 
dMciiptmi, whAse white and «Mmietiinn 
\telLt>atdied mäk flatternd in th^faMea«^ 
m thef acttdlded backwimb »d forwaydi 
iRio ttie littfe crodo» and^bas^ wtaieb 
Vary the tontliiie of iMs noble water^ 

Fartliir i» thei%lit, the eorMi^Binoke 
wMeh aiow ftom a w^^heltered vailay 
maükad the lÜe ^ an un^btotitlv^ tiL 
lage^ MROiafed 0Mmg the ftütrontidilig 
copse^wood; whilein Ü^ dbtant p«^ 
^aetite,'tha npide wood» and planta- 
tkma ol tha dnke of AfgyUi tcmnii^ 

, t!» 



^ 
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«h# güoitoA t^ a vMsf (BKtmt ftoi» ttie 
|>kiin tc^ ^ stfilittiitii of thc m<mmain«» 
lK>utid^ttiie hcnriimii« 

After fingeiiU^g ix^ som« time to en«. 
joy «lie grand and beatitiftiltiii^eots which 
{>resdtit0d themsdves «o h« tietr^ «nd«r 

iwdved t0 fit up ty»» AeglsMbd flttic «s 
ti Btnall Übrnry» tf tt eould b« ^me with* 
«ot gte»t eitpetioe} üid; on c^nralting 
h«(f Qdttdjtttof» tb« vUhf^ wfight, sbe 
ftiuid that A «ulteleiicy o# iHiteftali r^^ 

Whe^n» kl Opposition to captain ¥99^ 
t&fB öfMkm 6£ itfr iifeipMic^iialflity, ehe 
«omtaetioei lier plftA of Ittittfüvemeiit, 
die obt^ed hin piötiiiMs in tfmhnasty 
with tlie cid Säoteli adlige^ thM "^ jfl^lf 

thing^;" tMyt to iriilt ttie «ittage tiU tbe 

' l%e otttifaiö ^ tlie plffift« bebgciMi-^ 

Duncdti Btdti to pdnt oot tö h^ a pridti» 

ter 
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tanirfao ccnild put ^ finMhmg band to 
hia workt wheA he mJbnn«A her Ihat 
he acted in the thi«ef(4d eftpaoity oi 
jokier^ phwterer»' aad paidter^ 

Aft ekgatioe, unked with econony; 
was an oljject JSiaUy FiMerr nererkat 
aiglH; of, ahe diaected.tke diffievent apart» 
MBtttt to be painted Mitbeplasneat »tyle* 

The aoker 8tone*o(^«ired <^alls:0f .the 
dixiing«parlour aaaimUated «dmiraUy 
with the ^hining libwnum tablea^.siibt 
atantuA chairs» and' daik Turkey carpett 
which ooMtituted-dieebief )9f its furmt 

The» 4ah)on waa t^e gaye^t ^apartiiMnl 
in thia ihumfale: cottage. . The waUa» ^ 
the patoat rcw^ «olpiuv wcre «oniEunaiited 
wiäi ft doep bhc^bofder, 4o imitate v«(r 
vet 'Aiaige mexbleaUb» diig out i)rom 
amongst« beap af 'mhUah,* nvaa fixed in 
a painted wooden frame^ ^nd pkoed b&* 
tnneen the' wiildowa» that no^w» qpened 
iiitQ wfaat had onee. bera m girdenv 
TaytffiiUy aism^ged icmi thia teUe ^«n 

some 
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«ome beaatfiii escotics,- whicb the good« 
natüred Cftrpenter bad ptecüred ftom 
the gardener of a neighbouring" proinrie« 
tör» and'wkkh were multiplied and re* 
flecttfd'by a large mbror, fornid in the 
himber attie, tbät was diBehcumbered of 
its €)ld'^fii8hi0ned' fiame, and fixed fn^ the 
oppMite wall, wbere it reieu^hed fiom the 
oeiling to the floor, which wascovered 
with ' bttmble green baize.' Fröm the 
package of iUmitVTe whföh had pravi-i 
dentiaLhf been |tardbased at a hroker*s 
in the metropottsi^ two Gsbdtti oouehes, 
a few ligbt eane-bottomed chaks; wad 
three roBe#ood tekA^ wef^ säebted, 
and Bö disposed n$ to.prodaeö'a "pfeasing 
efl^V wbtte tbe tight feil mtiBoired on' 
^^ efe thrckigb the tmnipaveiit muslin 
dra^fies tbät shaded the fwSndo ws. 

Here thegiowing picture^ of Claude 
Loitatn^y wthe higfaly^finishedtlesigns 
of Titian» would be looked t» in rmni' 
but nmy pleaiii^ landsciq^ and sevts 
fal aketches of the bold giganüc'^featwes 

of 
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]!f<iiiuil^^Jlwttil)ai».(^^)wil»tf.i)^^^ 
£biH)4 tlH9r vF»y Inio l;be «ttier/iiiartfmeiiM«: 

c|id mmvm» «^ we^tb> Sut no pwrt. 
of thi« oiife>i9i(»(iE9U(8 4welUng bud iw», 

het iwttip« . Tii« iMiia watt» ka^ hem^ 
bowdcwl %»4 {Mwvtotl f0ffm> O» cncii. 
side o^ üffi ^irjndAw. In MtM: wihpgwK- 
c<iloiiif«4> sMvfBSf tiNr «nutt .aliadc- oft 
hofik» yy»a n im g»d. ^nonais^ of. ».f«w . 
vahiBW», .( üi wf tfp, «9H» vo^wiwp of>an* 
dent fH^RiAd«vn Mslioiy« md4(M»U«i^«R • 
of the xm^ .HipwYad imrodcftctf ««r Bei» 
ti«k«myMMt«i»A9Q^ TbefKPJwtlig 
ttuito)» iHW iMirtly i)Mt «iray» md #«1 

■ A curi« 



panentty^nludiiooni of the ftmily, gramd 
ooe side of tbe «partment, white a si^^ 
seemingfy o£ JOi ;eqMUy«4incieiit iftte« 
pUMKedoppMÜe to the windcmr, -ooui^ted 
to reflteliaii «ff repMei Oa a taUe in* 
the micldto/ cif '^ moBn» irere plaeed 
captain Frazer'i^ writing-^itBk, a paiv of 
glolhes; nuittriäb ü» drarwing, and otber 
qipettdages <^!a nmd«m übiaiy. 

Tbe kitcdMiaiMl «€rvaDta''ap«ttment8 
DToe widmeaäi <ilie paikMr and Mloon ;' 
tbey werelarge, >bttt not weH Mltad for 
a smdl eetüomiMl ftas^. At piesent/ 
hower»i Mrt. f\nuKe]f caotanted liaiadf^ 
with eaufliAg näMm to to iiM«0ui«»$hed^ 
well aifed« ^aitd^Miidt0id MlaAri^ 
buminf lio^ Jbrea. 

The improvements completed withki ' 
door$r abe nnt ^ tumed iMr attention to 
the* axtericar dT tte^bailtfAgii Hie en^i 
trattoe wasby a fligiit «rif'^p brdad' 
stme $ftq«, #mi^h alat(fa widt glM^- 

door» 
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door, vhiob ii^as now wfaoUy inoomfiat« 
ible wUh the oontracted jdinmflions of 
the ball. Its place was therefore sup« 
plied by a . Gothia pondb^ over which 
ViM twinad the. l^g^iegteefced honey^ 
sudde and .woodhine» . ivbich bad fidlen 
from ihe walls» and cvept in wild luxuri« 
ance alongjUbe grouild* 

A Qifltic feiioe ündosed a portioii of 
the table-gaound oii wbicb the buUding 
atood» and wbioh it veis die inteftition of 
the fiiir pn^eetoe to ootavbrt into a lawn. 
In tbe meatt time it was. fumished wüh 
a^few ri|8tki benctm» ao diaposed as to 
QOQMWUnd a vkw of the illv^y aoane of 
^etivity^oB^ Aha betaitifiil eitt|a«y bmaeath» 
and the ehaggy and broken aides' öf tba 
rocks and mountains m the diatavt hcoi« 

' TbeMenleiiolrilteEations weie:alL.sn 
uniaon with the humUe .heafthtoorend 
roof and gteyiah tpHge of the mucaceoBS 
atane of which the' oottaga wm boUt» 

and 
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wi wk»h derived its prifid^aA ctoim tb 
attention fiom tfae pktur^sqüö fiitüation 
i&iwbidl it stood« 

Her koHsehold oMm^ed of Eenlieth 
FiuEer, die festen-brntHidr et faev hu$- 
band» who had fo)ky#ed hk fbitunös in 
&« ai^|r, attä vtx), on tlii^ peftü^, had 
been disudiargied with a ^tdnsion tjf A^^ 
peaee a^dnur. Whiie acüng m their set- 
vanbabxDad» he had peiffisr iMd the ofiite 
ofvaleti eook^ biitleiV &C» ; and ön thdr 
i^etun to Argyledkire, he prä^jred tobe re- 
wneddiitbefainily; a reqtiest whieh was 

* 

readüy granted, as his well-tried fideUty 
had nndemd him an object ^ attaeh- 
meiit botfa to oAptaata TtMet^ aiid his 
lady. 

A MMÜug fovxig datns^li the daugh- 
ter of the village schcohnistress, had 
beeil, hisedf toielieve Mi^s.Fmzer fknn 
fibe fi^ague o£ nuvsing the infbnt Enrily, 
a^id alio> ooeasioni^y to ausist in hoifde- 
hcdik eoMem. These, tt>getiier vAik 
Caikv who aeted in the etq^fy <>f fedt* 

voL« I. G bqy. 
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boy, made up the wböle of the' 
establishment of captain Frazer. 

It was a delightful mormng in June 
when Emily, with one of her sweetest 
smiles, requested her husband to acoom- 
pany her to the Cottage. 

Malcolm readily complied .urith ber 
request ; but as she gayly tripped along, 
delighted in idea with the agreeaUe sur- 
prise fihe had in störe for bim, he revert- 
ed with pain to the necessity of con* 
demning this fasconating being to.a h& 
of domestic drudgery amid these« soli- 
tary wilds. 

What a reyolution took ;plaoe .in his 
feelinga as Emily led him through the 
different apartments of the lately-dilapi«^ 
dated maniiqn of his.fatbers, now the 
abode of elegance and comfort, . But 
tl>e expression of pleasuce.portvayed in* 
bis countenance gave place to tbose of 
astonishment and delight, as, entering 
the Jibrary, he gazed on themagicchangd 
which bad been efiected on the once« * 

V : miserable 
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miserable attic; and rapturoüsly press- 
mg to his,bosomthe blooming magician, 
who stood smiling by bis side, he blush- 
ed at the spirit of discontent in which 
be had liately indulged. 

Dinner now awaited them in the: 
parlonr; it consisted^ cfaiefly of game,« 
mountain mutton, and the delicious sal- 
riion with which Lodi Fyne aböuhds; 

A walk round the grounds in the 
immediäte vicinitjr of the house, with. 
the view of fixing on tbe most proper 
Spot £br a kitchen-garden, occupied the * 
intervening hours tili tea^ which they; 
partook in fhe saloon. 

Charles, fatigued with the joumey 
from Cairndow, was early sent to bed ; i 
and the little nursting being also quiet- • 
ly disposed off in her crib, Mrs. Frazer ♦ 
rgoined her husband, who had stroUed 
out to the lawn, to contemplate a fine ' 
efibct of moonlight on a projecting cräg, 
impierfecöy seeh firom the - window. 

Atiu' in lEirm they retumed tö the 

G 2 house; 
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hau»; tbd eaptaui IFvas^eii ^yfd sevSaer 
»1 of hifl native mra on. ^ clarinet; 
whioh Emilj aocionipanied wiäi her eXi^ 
qUMteljr-melodious voice. 

After a day spent in oönfezrihg and 
uedeiving häppbiess, Emily retirai to 
enjoy a night of calfn and ulidiaturbed 
repose. 

This had been no day of iisplay gak 
up to prodace effeefi ; finr each sncceed« 
ing mom dawned on Pairy. Gottaffe, m 
Malooltn denomkiated bis elegant littiLe 
dwelllng, only to itnpart added eoniforts 
ta its inmates.. 

In a few itionths the kitdien-garden 
affonded a plentiful supply o£ vegetables^ 
the dairy fUrnished exquisite butter and 
Cream, while a well^stooked poultry>-yard 
added to.the luxuries of the taUe. 

But with all thia attention to houae- 
wifery, Emily FrMer never indulged in 
that unbecoming negUgenoe of dresa 
which ift too often engendeced, by a lifir 
of f etivement. Hev moxnings maere uau« 

aUy 
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«fiy spatt apart frdm \her fanshand; foiv 
while she . miperiatended hßr nursery, 
waad itilreßted her domestic tnrrangements, 
the s^rts or tke tmoaess of tke field 
ipenefdij kept Mm aliroäd tili dinna*. 
Thenhemet» npt tiie domestic dmdge 
iiifi imagisiatiibn hsA portnry^ bat the 
deg»it ^n-bred woman df &M^ 
mbbse amplj-fltoted mind and frink 
•vivaciijr lendeDed fai3 enreittttgs deligfafc- 
tti« 

Nor Wtt die ac^tude of Fairy Oot^ 
tcLge lusbrnikete. Mr..M^Intiz«; the wor- 
ty paftor of Caimdow, Booietiniies en* 
ÜTCfvcd tbeir hospitahte boml wMi his 
presence» ts weil as a few of tfaeir moore 
distant neighbonn. Th^ always t^ 
osived B lieartDr welcxmie» and no fou6tle 
femuided tfaem tfaat they wen stran» 
ßer$4 

lSbmwaai»Twt lengdi approached, witfc 
more than the usual severity of a Higb- 
knd "mdkßr in ks train ; yet «otmi found 
BO entranee into.ithedwdÜBng of MaL 

GS colm 



186 TH£ HI69LAK0 CASTLE; 

Golm Fraz^, for each season had its ap- 
propriate duties and amusements. 
. Eigfat years had been spentbytfais 
iamiable and respeotable oouple in tbeir 
jdegaint retreat^ when MalricHi Ferguson 
became the mistress of Castle Frazer. 
Their small property was improved witibi 
the most judicious care, and for the three 
last yeärs had been fully equivaleüt to 
their expenditure ; so that eaptaisi Fra- 
zer'd half-pay was, from that period, äfit- 
nually set aside, as a little hoard to aasist 
an the eduoation of tbeir ehildcen* 

Charles, who was an acÜTe^ Goumgeb 
öüs.boy, had made considetahte pragress 
in the dassics, under the tuition of his 
lather ; while the little Emily affmrded 
a fair promise that she would not dis* 
graoe her matemäl instructress. Bouve- 
rie, their youngest hope, was an engag« 
ing child, and the geneial phynate of 
4lie wbole bousefaold. 

Blessed above the common Ict öf nsan, 
Malcolm Frazer fdt nowhere so happy 

as 
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88 in liis own domestic cirde; yet he 
was no^cbntemher a£ the pleasures of 
wrial intefoourse. At Castle Fräser, 
licywever, he was not a &müiär visiton 
üttitie haughtyand repulsive manners 
o£ SU" Shncm «ever fiiiled to excite in 
his inind a feeling of coutenipt 

Neveräi^less, as a matter of courtesy, 
he aoeepted Miss Jaiiet Frazer^s invita^ 
tlon to meet and wdcome the new-mar* 
tied pair. ' 

The warm interest he feit for lady 
Frazer^ we hare ahready seen» was inin- 
g^bed with commiaeration, that one so 
yoixng and amiaUe sbould have Unked 
her &te with a being in every way un» 
fiftted to apjpredate her value. 

Captaih Frazer .wais the iur&t to fbUow 
Che ladks to the dcawing-room. On his 
entrance, Marion beekoned him to take 
a saat on the sofa» betmxt her and her 
sister.-— ^' You have some concealed trea* 
sures, my dear sir, in tbis dreaiy wilder- 
xtesfi^ Hekfll in&cms me. When may I 
? ' G 4 expect 
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expeel the pleasure o£ seeiag Mrs. Finu 
ser «ad your 0weet cfaüdren ?'*- 

<^ My Enily has been faitherto a mnof 
ger ät Cartk Frazer»*^ he »ejoined, ** fi»*, 
in the estimation. of my good old reia- 
tive, no virtoe, koiv^ever exaked, can 
obliterate the stain of a sonthem orig^n. 
\Now, howeTer, she will hasten to efadm 
an intetest in the . kearts of ibB ßdt in- 
niatBs,'* Malcolm eontuwed,, galkindy 
l(issing a hand of each of his lovely omiu 
panions. 

Helen Fnuser vainly endeavoured iö 
dispelthe ifttartitigv taar; it feil irarm oq 
the hand that grnsped hers^*««^ I take 
ahame to myaelf,'' saad the chaimiiig giri, 
" for my seaming neg^t of yoor inte* 
wsting fhinily ; but the haintual hmgaor 
of disease ill fitted me tooontmd with 
iaveterate prejudiee. Beiides» I was 
never mistress here, otherwise die ridi- 
culous faroe of this evening liad not 
been permitted.'' 

*^ Gently» sweet eomin^'* ke repMed ; 

"reflect 
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«' rel|^ m tiie ömmpotencb nf Mrif 
haJbkts 8ikd aasodatioM, and hmr dtar 
to Öie beart of yonr aunt muat be even 
tlie seüUanoe of the ^ day« of other 
yeara/ now when the glory of tto faudfid 
ii^ k departed fbr ever.** 

At this uomeiit a bant of noisy ii^r- 
limM^ seaehöd th^ earg fWmi tba ball. 
A bitter smile pasaed ovet the ftatutes 
<if kdy fVaser; for» in spite of all hcrr 
effi>rta to repvesa a rising spirit of dis- 
content, she could not avoid a compari- 
sont between the enUgbtened sooiety 
'whidb fmembled afrotmd ttoe sodal board 
at GteneroM: Cottage, and the present 
boistermiay ünpobfihed assoeiates of her 
busbMtd« 

'The expifesftion of her cöuntenancie 

' paased not unnoticed fay captain Firääser, 

who, wüUifkg to save her gentib bodom a 

preeentputig^ arnse and rejoined bis half- 

inebrioted ctanidinen in the dining-hall. 

In tihenäirie of the ladies, he challenged 
*tiiam to tefinquiab the bottle for thetea- 

G 5 table^ 



180 TH£ HIGHLAND CAfiXLB; 

table, and succeeded, in spke of tlie an« 
dmt law of HigMand boapk^lilyf wMcli 
enjoins tbat the storongeet head dball 
jremain vietor over his piiortKate ooai- 
panions* 

Tea, Goffee, and games of dranoe, oe> 
cupied the hours tili supper ; nviieAt to 
the aitoniflhment of aunt Jaaet^ trays 
ivere brouglit in^ loaded, it ia tme, wtth 
more substantial food tba» modern &> 
sbion ivarrantSy but still» in her astima- 
tion, a miserable su^stiitute for this meal 
among tbe aneient Caledonians. • 

^e beckoned her nepbew to affvroach; 
and lady Frazer heardthe words» ^* j&atc- 
lanä meanness, assuramce^' and otheifs df 
a sunilar Import, which convinoed \m 
that this trifling innovatioQ» pknned by 
.. her to superaede the intoxieation .wbieli 
she undei atood never failed to oondii4e 
the evening r^|»ast^ bad giviw higho of'^ 
fen^ to the aged spinstsMs^ 

The glo(Mn ci diseontent urbieh, Ixigan 
to overspread the features of sir äimop, 
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as aant Janet proceeded with her phüip* 
pic, passed not uiiobserved by the quick 
eye of Marion ; but» detatnined not so 
easily to relinquish wiiat she deemed an 
essential improvement, she called fi»th 
all h^ powei^ of fasctnation to entertain 
her gnests. 

The family piper, stationed in the 
vestibide, drew fW>ni bis national instmi- 
Baent the'finest stfains^; ^hileherlady« 
üAp went fbom table to table, urging, 
witii genuine hospitality, h» busband's 
friends ta partake of tibe Ittxmies Übe* 
MUy spread befeire tbem. 
' The traysr being at length removed, 
Mari^Dh placed herseif by the side of the 
most aged öf her clansmen, when the 
eound of the bagpipe ceased, and was 
abooeeded by her full-toned melodiou& 
mnoe^ wbkh fiUed the apartment» as «he 
^warUed'scMne of the mort populär High- 
land airs, i¥ith a pathos «id expression 
that found their way to tbe hearts of 
iier deH^ted hearers. 

g6 Her 
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Hier l^ittit^ wä9 ^mpl«te<)V^^mi^ 

save pne; £9r, as tbe gmtified l4r SäuMW 
tQok bis »tatkm MuMl tb^ e¥wr ^f tbe 
Jk)y€i)y we«» md wbispereql b#t to ^mM» 
him wütb tba "" Mighlan4 Ledäk^ }m 

aunty with a scowl that w€Mid hfyir^ 
t]»n^Cd» hod it ba^n ^pudlb)^ the 
youthftil Yiri^ r^lraated to .bw wm 
cbamb^9 tbeise to farcod Q¥^r>wbat^ 
.desem«d . tbie faUea greäto^as jof , tiiQ; aii- 

.Tl>e#^i^4Mll>adbe«* byJadyFrft- 
zer's direction, Ugbtedttpdiiti|ig^eMti9^ 
of 9upper ; wd the ranewßd^tmne .^ITthe 
bagpipe wem tb^ sigmii ^r bfr ta obsd- 
lenge captpQ. iFiaaiet wd toofcber yaong 
cousUi, tQ JQin.her in li Highlaild r^. 
On tbisi boiKßT^r» her jtged cmisq^aakai 
;started up, d^dariug» thatto^butnof o^t 
beloGged . the honour of lefw^ng oul wr 
Sli»o»'« lady-t^^: And thougb möre.tjifia 
se vant}i isitiian^rs bare fibawed my hMd/' 
he facetipusly added» <^ thi$ arm abalBd^ 

fend 
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fisnd thd enviaUe privilegie agaihst anj 
stafipUng iiitnider wfao ^re attempt to 
iiueade it." 

Marion gave her hand to the gallant 
oldman; and as thejr gayly kept titae 
to the tnevry Strathspey, tbe snowy loeks 
wiiieh Aaded hk fine fiiräbead alone 
bore testimony that he had indeed paift- 
edllie mmdian of Jiia däys. 

SiMcettively sbe becatne the partner 
oT tfafe ^oineFotis gue^ ; and reds and 
StratÜspeys continued tili the Iowering 
eydidfi of many of tbe party evinoed an 
inclination' ftr repose. 

Fati^ued with tiw «x^ions of die 
eyening, the loi^ly siaters bade each 
Qthet good-nigfat at the door of tibe hall, 
and lady Frazer immediately sougfaft the 
solitude of her own dressing-room. 

4.t an early hour the foUowing mom« 
ing the table of the great hall was covered 
with a plentiful breakfast, to which the 
guests did aniple j ustice. Speedily after- 
wards they prepared to depart to their 

respective 
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respective habitatiöns, highly deli^ited 
with the new mistress of Castle Frazer. 

On approaching to take leave of bis 
fidr hostesSy captain Frazer was remind- 
ed by her of bis promise to make Mrs. 
Frazer the oompanion of bis next visit 
to the Ca0tle-~a pvoraiae he willingly re- 
iterated. 

Scarcely had sir Simon lost sight . of 
the kst of bis cknsinen bef(xre he moant- 
ed bis horse, and left the sirters to the 
enjoyment of uninterrupted quiet föt 
the rest of the m<xiiing ; for aunt JaneC 
had retired to pour into tbe ear of her 
obsequkms attendant, Maud Jehnstone, 
the inveterate malioe sheifoatered agaimt 
die amiaUe and unoiiending wife 
Qephew. 



CHAT- 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



He 8mote ta»9 «od I «tid not weep» 



But cursM him in my beart. Bykqv. 



Now wae to thee, thou cruel lord, 

A bhridy maa I trow thou h% 
For mony a heart thou hast raade salr, 

That Qe*er did wrang to thioe nor thee. 

BuBNä. 

The giow of pleasui'e whidb mantled 
the dieeks of Helen Frazer, on her re-^ 
Union with her early and only fnend, 
had thia.moixiing given |^oe to the paU 
lid hue bf disease, which filled the af- 
fbetionate bosom of lady Frazer with the 
most alarming fears fbr her safety. In 
vaib» however, she urged her to hare re- 
Goorse to . medical advioe. Helen de* 
dared she had nö eomplaint but a sense 

of 
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of languor and debility, which she hbped 
wöuld yield to her enlivening sodety ; 
but the deep-drawn sigh evinced how 
feeble, in reality» were thoae^ hopes with 
which she ivisbed to inspire her frien^. 

After an hour spent in all the delights 
of ffiendly ooilvenation» Helen aroae, 
and invited Marion to take a view of 
the improyements and alterations which 
had been made in Castle Fnittr for her 
receptioni — *• Altierations which,'* she 
added, ** had nearly deprived aunt Ja 
net of her senses.** 

The vdatibule, or enti«no&-hall» was 
kl the finrm of a crescent On the left 
hond <^iened the great dining»haU, al- 
ready mendoned; and on the right a 
similar apartment, which, in feudal dajrs, 
had evidently been employed as 4i gnaid- 
room. For many years it had böeit afaut 
up, or only used as a receptaek for lunir 
ber, untl it was conT«erted, under the 
direction of Hekn^ ioto the ele^^t 

^ drawing- 
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dmwing-njom, in whidi, on the erea* 
ing before, sfae pressed to her heart tfae 
dster of her aiFeotions. 

Her correct taste pointed out the in* 
ccmgntity of disfiguring the severe old 
Godiic front of the building by aiiy 
modern virahdas. V^ietian blinds» thern» 
fone, detcending from the top of tbe 
nwrrow peaked Windows, screened the 
alterations vdthin firom the eye of thoae 
who approacfaed the front eatnnee of 
die mansion ; wUle the Windows of tfae 
great hall, on the opposite «de, weve 
fiimiBhed with simikr Ukids, fot the 
sake of ^uniformity. The recesses into 
which tfaese Windows kad been siink 
were fiUed up, the dbiii: wainsootting 
removed, and the imm^ise cMmney 
oontracted to the siae of a modern fire* 
plaoe. 

The tiückness of the waUs eould not 
be obviated ; tot, as far as possiUe to 
remedy this defect, two large airy bal« 
fscmes were opened in liiat side of the 

rooni> 



} 
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room, at right angles ivith the former 
Windows» and looked into a court, sur- 
rounded with a high parapet wall, where, 
in times of feudal discord, the watschful 
sentinel had oft paced bis nightly round^, 
but which in ihany places was fallen 
iato complete decay. This wall was 
now leveUed with the ground, and a 
sloping lawn fonned in front of the win-> 
dows, bordered OU' the right by a shnil>* 
bery, so laid out as effectually to coib* 
oeal it from the road when the trees 
and shrubs sfaould have attained maturi« 
ty. The intenor of this apartment was 
eleganüy finished; and notfaing which* 
taste oould approve was wimting to its 
deooration. Some of the finest pictures 
of Salvatc« Rosa, highly appropriate to 
the wild soenery without» ornamented 
its walls. A splendid harp stood in a 
ooimto ; literary .joärhals and däily news» 
papersi whioh in modern times form a 
link of oommimieation between tiie in- 
faabitants of the most remote wilds and 

the 
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the livinff worldf lay soattered ' on the 
tebles, while lighter works of approved 
merit were to be found in splendid In- 
dtan cabinets, placed in recesses in difie- 
rent parts of the walls. ' 

Pale green silk draperies exduded, at 
pleasure» the glare of the meridian sun, 
or finely-coloured alabaster lamps imi- 
tated the mildness of twilight A cut- 
glass chandelier» suspended from the mU 
ing, when lighted üp, imparted a bril* 
liancy to the whole, which it is impos* 
sible to describe. 

. The other apartments on this side o£ 
the Castle consisted of a family dining* 
room and breakfi^t-parloun 

In tlie alteration of these daambeis^ 
convenience rather tHan taste had been 
4H>n8ulted. The oak pannels were.paint- 
ed of a cenilean blue, bordered with 
mahogany colour; the immense chim* 
ney s contracted, aiid the narrow Win- 
dows enlarged^ so as to admit of a sufil- 

ciency 
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tkesMsy of daylight. Modem famiture 
Bupplanted the beirlooms whidi fbrmerly 
grac6d these apartmeiits» bat of so'sttb- 
atantial a kind as not to appear inoMi* 
gruoufl with the heavy style of Ihe fidiah« 

A yMe otone staiicase, frontmg tbe 
^ttaMe^dbor, led tö the Chambers abbve; 
Qn thie leftp a bedchadnber änd dressidg^ 
room tiad, like thosq faelow, beien tnoderiv 
isied and new-fuhüshed fbr the reoeptkn 
of hdjr Frazer . Acyoining those apart* 
n^ents was atiother pccupled by Heleii, 
witl^ wliich was a doset that served 
the' double purpose of her dressing-room 
and library, being well stored with a 
good eoUeetion of French and English 
authom. 

In fomer times» a Ubraiy was by no 
means a neeessary appendage in the 
Establishment öf a Highland chieftain; 
and' sir Simon, ooiijoming in his chara6> 
ter the most unbounded lioentiousneig 

with 
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vith extreme pair^imony, sfarunk ftom 
QTery expenoe whkh oould in no way 
oontriibiite to. his own gratification. 

In a closet wxthin her brodier^s bed* 

room'a fei^ cid faladcJetter Tcdumes 

OB heraldry» some antiquated works of 

devotion, a History of Üie RebelUoiui of 

Fifi;een and Forly-five, and M>'Dougal'& 

Scottisb Peerage, stood side by side^with 

a £ew modern plays^ novds, scamkdDus 

dironides of living characters, and yo* 

lames of caricatuires, wluch set decengr 

and good taste equally at defianoe« 

- I>eUcaoy required diat HJelen ahoald 

exercise her oensorial authority in the 

expufgation of tbis di^raeeful trash; 

biit no xbetont she was mlstresa of eould 

induce hör biother to furnish a lib^uy 

saUable to his rank, and fortune, and 

which^she mueh feared, would in a short 

time prove tbe only souroe of amose- 

ment andowfidation to her enlightehed 

fnend* 

Having terminated the siurvey o£ the. 

yarious 
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variöus irnprovemehts/ and projected 
otbers both within and without doors, 
the anüable friänds retired to the dri^s- 
iri^roöm of lady Fmzer. 

** How happens it, Helen," she said, 
" with all our good' aunt's devotiori to 
feudal austoms, and sir Simonis leäning 
towardfl^ the same direction» that the vas- 
sals of the house of Frazer have not bben 
feastedy aceording to ancient eustom, on 
tlie marriage of their chief ? Is the pie« 
ture of the days that are gone by, when 
bapds of dansmen repaid with devoted . 
attachtnent and Veneration the hospitdi- 
ty« ahd protection of a powerfiil* chi^ft 
tain, öiily to be foundin the pages of 
fictioD? Do, in reality, the Highiand 
clans form no exception to the axiom; 
thit ignorance and Mrretchedness are the- 
never/tfuiling concömitant of slavery» in 
whfttenner form it rears its detestedhead'?^ 

«Malibii raised her. eyes to thie faceof 
her friend, in expectation of an ansivar ; 
bai.t the varying* colour of her cheek 

. ' : ' . evinced 
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evinced that she had Struck a jarring 
(diord, and that at Castle Frazer at least 
tbe sway of the ehief was not softened 
by the affection of the parent 

The necessity of reply wasj bowever, 
superseded by the abrapt ehtrance of 
the baronet, whose heightened colour 
and disordered countenancedeclared tkat 
(dl was not at peace within. 

^ Marlon hasvbeen expressing her sur« 
prise," Said the gentle Hden, with a 
sickly snoile, that might have found its 
way to the most obdurate heart, ^ that 
aunt Janet, with all her veneraticn' for 
£U3cient ijsagies and customs, ^ oaused 
not thef feast to be spread in the hall, 
that the hearts of your people might 
have xejoiced in your joy." 
. " Cmse themr muttered within bis 
djenohed teeth, reaohed the ears of thei 
astonished sisfers, as sir Simon, with a 
face inflamed hy. rage, strode öut of the 
aportment. . i 

A mixed 



N 



A mixed feeüng <^f .indignotioQ ani 
ooDtettpt pervaded. the bosom of lady- 
Ftazer. at audbt unjüfttifiable viokAoe; 
bot when tbe tumed imc eyes an .the 
pide aptated eountenanoe of her friend, 
ber heart aofteoned^ asid in sileaoe thejr 
ming^ed' their tears together, 

Beftne learihg CiMtle Frner to b^ 
come the husband of the iUufated Mari- 
on- Ffffguson, sir Simon bad casfr bia eye 
on a pvetty wencb, tbe danghtee of ona 
of bis iwMk. No sooner^ tbevt fbae^ 'wn 
he aroimted ' tban- he tumed' bis bMie*a 
heäd' to the humble dwelhng of < Keil 
M'GojK». * Bntering, kebeheld tbeUooi» 
ing IPegjgy bulied Jn prejoaring the fm» 
gialiiepait againat the retum of her ftttfaer 
ijrom the laboum of the field. On ob- 
serying their chief^ the bashfill giil'drcm- 
ped an)awk!9rprd cuitseyv aitd^atammerBd 
out: konething aboutrunning to tdlrhar 
father that hii honour wanted to speak 
vrith hkn ; but impeding her. p togr a w^ 

».. he 
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he \xgm to pndse hc(r beäuty» and in- 
quited if she woaH not wish to leave off 
$iioh dradgeiy and beooibe ä lady ? 

litt yottthfiil mstic did not. oonw 
piehfliid. thb tendfiney of b» flatteiSnf 
«perfAei ; . but her inbrnnmodesty; ähröBk 
fron .his tiberdoe gsm; and oaee moie 
ate aftteoipted to leave tbe cotti^ 

He eaught her» however, in his anna he- 
foreusha !gahwd th* door» fod was jpro- 
aeaditig to gytoter Ubetti»/ whi»n t^* 
kmd dirieka bi? Peggy reaiebed tihe tean* 
of lite ffithcarviit m a4i<^ing ßAL. . 
\ Thbowing • dawfi the mxfikmexds c& 
hki Jaboir; he flew to the honce» .and 
aÄaii]^; tbe iatruder ivith. a poweiful^ 
grasp, he swiing him to the &rthest bov«: 
ner; .of t^he ootti^» , belbre. reaog^izing 
ett;hi»^;his sank or f«r9cm. 
t Tbia «Knowledge taade na diffeEenee^ 
hofW^v^ in the feelinga of the eniaged &* 
thsHi fer he would» to uae his owa exprask- 
$im%,t^mfQ 4^mied^ hiä dear Vi^ggy, the . 
/V«fci. H '^best 






'' beat helowtd kmb'6£ fa» 4>ld, ^omthe 
asflauh' ef a primce ofth^ hhod myaiL ^ ' 
>Bui Neil JkKSoy, thoof h a cgiiMgMM^ 
waa>a prudenü man \ - he tbwtfom liMtaed 
nrü^ mnokag ore^mee ta the tum th^ 
orafty baiimet chose io give to tiie«Air^ 
bx lepniantiiig tke wbokai« jwt, «amt 
lav^fhing «I -tke tevrors* of tbe fl^atbf 

^he «ottager» i» Ma 4imi». \ntH witb 
m^re^iniomtyv dadarei, ^tlM>t inhiiihaite» 
ta »ueMiir^ bis cl|UiL he* had *ot eifwi 
taken titiie ^« loak »t» bia boMttri othe»> 
v^hc.mfiiti»dMdbBffe'8i9|Miedi tbe 
irfcjide piyiQtedftd from* tbe foolMi^tiriroia 
of bis Fqggyr UMCciMtoaMd alsheiWlm» 
to ,^ia tiotiiw of hw tupenort* > 

Witb.a amilMig oonntemnoa^ but a 
lieart brooding omr Mnrmgei tir Stean 
ref^ouDtflNft faiB atoad» 4Nid ittamed -ta 
th^, Glitte kl' a ham/ßci aoind not waäHy- 
tabe ^lescribaA atid' whkb piodiioad IJM 



• / 
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4M4v#d by tbe deemiiig mIoi. He wai 
fuUy $märeA9^hm ^«eaettt dbedewcuM 
«o^lfot^gw pDdvt» a> tefe Adtar for hin- 
sdf ^r hit imähß. He themforer mada 
k«i^ arraageniente!irttb an oldoonumde 
to take th0 oottage eff Inahand; and 
tli0 next moriiklg'a siln anae an hiM 
^od tlteUoMNAg P^ggJ'r;. wkh har tiiro 
joungfW toothers^ far 'fatyond <te do-' 
inains of Castle FftMvJ 

; Thi^ ImiasI oefttiigar had wcattitaed 
iWRiy '1^ hiad eumfwigiiin America^, and 
Qfirtlie^'dedanilim .of irnkpendtneer w- 
ttfmadito Ui natUFt glen/ wildi & iriÜBr 
5i0id AHioit daugirtiat. Fcfr aevaa yuti^ 
tbeg^d9rdiin'h^m)lteoonte9ritalent; but 
9|t«rtl^a and of Üiat peviod». Ua MorM 
pfttteüi at the QiQteenft^ of giring fairtiv 
ta tadn^ W)»s,( Ivaathod ber iaat 

. l%Mac^«mMi|)teroftheyDaA 
^^ ^Mia^ ti rtaii^ dravoa ^ 4XH»o|kUiMr to 

HS the 
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llie beveat«d husbondiünder thüs^trykug 
affliction ; and as she grew Up, 8he aiifi^ 
pKedl by induatry «ndcare« tlie'plaee of 
Ua/ dtoeased wife^ and prövad a Irind 
istothar to ber infiml farathem. 

In the naigiiboiirhoDd of Ardktiriaa« 
fiired: theMrespectaMe ecd<Miel Canvpbeli^ 
Btader.wUoaeoaiximaiid' ^^\ M^Ooy^ hmd 
tomhalbcd« in the nen woiid. JjmnAag 
las thiMren «nd boniUe baggage at tbe 
vttUage^ ovx aoldiar preaented himaölf at 
the gate iof tb^ wortby veteram ahd 
gained a ready adasittanoa« v 

I HU^diaaharge, aadilha dHvaeier ^Tea 
qC ladm bytthe^eokoiiet biaoMlf^ on llia^ 
loafviBg the ifgkiieH wäre wiapped up* 
in aeveial folds öf papan Md oaMfiittf 
d^pMitad. in hia tobaeeg^fobt wben -he 
aat out cm ^a^ jottüiay/ These he- a&yvr' 
preawtMrto bb^foiwer Commander^ aiiA^ 
theo related {im simple* tale df suflMng. 
Colone! OampbeH waa ix>»'atrahger ta* 
the)iirdll-tuiad yraitb of M*Coy> nop^ias 
b0ivholl!)r^iinao(^iiai^^ the^tymn- 

Kii ^ '« nical 



#rtl:tets wkiah had often Itsined iM 
c)|MMter ctf flfa: flbnon Fraeo:. Ap oM 
portav wbo had getmn grey inr*thei$eiH 
Yioe'.of bis fionily» lay witbout hüpe'cf 
recovery ; «nd -the «dlondi knew no« ene 
SKtfei worlhy to -iuoeeed bim thinthe 
bdiwelstt wandecer befere bitn. (3Ph0 
giaietiir Hif biander was tb€i«efbre ikw 
staaify' instaUed ' in bis new offiee; «nd 
tbe very sanie ^vcning' qcdetly settled ifi 

. «Graaft reasonbad heieTerraftertofe^ 
joioe «t bis wdbtitaad and prompt'»-« 
tseat; (w m Siteoi}, on kaviitg ibe 
ladiei^ as abready: desbribed, tent off a 
sarvtet to order tbö iMmediate attebd« 
aaeeof lus.6tewaid. ' 

tAb dimifsr be «ppeaveä gloomy ai»d 
^ahiteacted» and took*iio part in thb oon« 
iNmationi wbich ivas suj^rted by tb^ 
femattö witb a: brngpor whicb shewied 
that'their beart was not in tbe sul^ject. 
. ISie 'Wina was scsurci^y plaeed on tbe. 
iaUer wben Braoe mad^ bis apjpaardRcei 

H 8 Being 



^ 

Biin^ by the mMtmkl iiiäe ;x J^rik^ 

jajned tiieeiivirf>lerfifarifege ^takftn^fi 
iMit «t tbrtable of iii^iehief^ prhritege 
«f vhkdi fae ktsai&d faiiäself wiftlr a- ^- 
gdse o£ i^^edbhitfaiit 4i{ip6Bittf rMl^ «siir- 
prifling» whei» liis rekitiYe ntufl«i0ti' mikn 
tiKen into tc6attfi0-«4itrt whkH' htfw^ 
tver, teel^ed xio <elieck ffom ihe htk^ 
tjr martar t^f:1)ke nmhsidn^ ' > ' ^ 

l%e ladies imiMdiiitdy tetfred^iiti Ms 
afipearatioe ; and «veti- iiutitr JänM' isAi- 
deioepded |to! expiMs her leai^ «lia^Mtt«!- 
tiiing ivafi not right, fef sbe töd li&fi'IKö^ 
ticM tbe disiuifbed kbW ^ lier ftejü^i^^. 

At the (teftminttiori of a i^oupte of 
hours, sir Simon entefed the dnhvlng^ 
iMlii akme. Ali' air of satläfiißibii ap- 
peaned oh hisftoe'; Wid eippTdaeteiig klÄv 
THxeriOid bis si^tdir, hei galhAitfy a^M^ 
gized for his abroptnesd ih «be YnorMttg. 

•• Reaily,^ said he, «« your kdyship, 
äoetistonied to tbe dTÜity of y0i<f t^ 
tfaeiii teottiitoy, ittn fwiii no ce»i6eptlW! 
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#f d» InMoM^ mid stepidity I hiivefo 
«iMMMltit€¥ aüfioiig iki^'tiids d«tafl«nm( 
but I have de tey t c A Ihe «fiter in ywp' 
ticki toone botter able io cope with tbeir 
<Ai8tiiHMfjr thah I entii iiiid •hasttnod to 
<lflSer mny devotton attiw ahkrineof iiaaiitj 
anol taMe»^ - • • • 

Liidy fVaacl: reteii^fd thit afxdagy 
with a eablle o£ pkteote; for nere infir^ 
mity of tempdr Uie i^iild pavdm^ i and 
alle auaprated »M; dut in thä firetent 
inateiMNi tlia k^slngb slie ivilnaesed 'pra^ 
teeäed frtoi :th^ lK)pe bf gmtifiad t^ 

i MwBC^ tanveamtim^ und m qüiet rob^ 
ber al whist^ filfed up the interval tili 
•Bpper. mo» ,»to«Bndy th«n tte cJoUded 
moroing poftended ;. mi at iOH eirly hiHif 
the little ftnrily pbrty^ tdl bUt abr Si- 
tiK»i fetilred' tu en}qy the s^e&tß o£ 
aound.rtpose« *. . 

On tbk night hin coueh of down pioväd 
& hkd of. tboUMi Stung by theindignitr/ 
oC.ii. iMaaUi U0#^ howaw jß^is^f btü 

H 4 flicted» 
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Aictod) hia glcHuly 80ul «ooldifiad 00 
petce bat in tiiehopeof inAiflang. • 
^p«qd j and ngnäl wtenge: 

The titne, it is true, was goom hy^ 
when tbe cbieftain could» at hk cwn 
(leaiure, eoiidemn to dmih an' imolfriid* 
ing vassal ; but many were still* thg we^ 
miM by which the iran hand of appreg- 
sion C9üld arush to the dost tlw unfor* 
tiMate vktifn of Ins disj^efmufe* > 

Arohibäld Brao^» the steiraf d of lir 
Snpfon, was the teady.tool of the .mmf; 
lawkss oppression ; and on. the |Nteseiit 
oocasion to him was delegated tl» tasjk 
o£ kiffieting a agoal vengeanoe on K^iL 
MfCov and his unoflbnding offspiing* . 

At In honr earliev than i^nal, the gfite 
beliof Castle Freeer was rang.with a 
violedce Üuit alarmed its inmates; 

The » baronet spating from his restless 
oouch, and hastened to inqum tfae«oau«9 
of snqhan early intrusion^M when he 
l^nqied, with dißmay» that a fire had 
htol^HfOfat in the night, and eensumed 

». several 
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nevenl t^im cxxltages; and as the vnnA 
was JHgti; fears w^re entertoined that the 
whole oi the lUtle . hasxlet would share 
a «imikr fate 

FraHtic with rage, he instantly ordered 
the- house seryants to proceed without 
delay und assist in queUing the flames. 
He then mounted his own steed» and 
waa galloping to the village, when he. 
met a boy/ ' bearing a line firom Bniee, 
ififorming hhn that all danger af the 
farther progress of the flames was hap- 
]^Iy over ; and that aa soon as he coiild 
leave the soene of adion, he would Qom-^ 
mimicate to him more particularly thi^. 
extß^t of the disaster. 

On his retum to the Castle, he ^Dund 
the females of his family assemfaled in 
the breakfast-parlour. The sisters feit a 
liveiy interest in the &te of the unfortu- 
nate sufferers ; and even aunt Janet was 
pot whoUy unmoved by theiu distress. 

Almost immediately the steward made 
his appetoanoe. Six of the humble df^^lU 

H 5 s ings 



i 54 thE HIGRIAND CASTLE. 

Jngs of indu^try t^rere oonsumed. Ti^ 
fite began in the cottäge öf Neil WfCby ; 
but 1^0 on& cöuM förtn any idek how H 
originated, for the old man and bid thtte 

» 

ehildren bad perisbed in the flatnes. 

A livid paleness overspread the föoe 
6f 81P Simon at this part of the narrative ; 
and »tarting üp, he rushed from tlre 
apartment. 

The pure mind of lady Fraas^r Was 
whölly incapable of conceiving the most 
remote suspicion of berhusband'ig guifty' 
conduct in this affair; and she f^lt ä 
thrill of satisfaction pervade her bojröm, 
ön witnessmg what she regarded ai' a 
proofgpf a heart not whoily dead to the 
miseries of bis fellow-creaturtsl 

^ot so easily deceived was afimt Janet ; 
she saw in the perturbed countenaiioe 
of ber darling nephew the workings 6f 
a guilty conscience» and almost perstiad- 
«d herseif, that in some way or otlier 
\fe bad been .the cause of the disastrous 
eVeriH of the last night. 

In 
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In 1^ to0Mf tlme^ the 6ottsd€fnee^ 

strink^ttl lix Simon bad sdit^t the seHtude 

of a t^finotö cbamber» Which he |>äoed in 

a State of mind that his bitterest eneini^' 

might barVe eöttinise'üated. Atl adej^t, 

hoWer^€r, at sel&deeäit, he soön äppMM' 

the •* flatterifig ünotion to Wä souL" 

He was*no intentiotiäfl tnurdei^r ; %vä^i^ 

ing ntldiftr a TAfisarn btotl', aM dep#it«d 

cS the fom^ h^ by bis ^estoüs, öf ' 

executing spmm^y veftg^dtice ort th^ 

oflfender, be had r^toited to the oüly 

meäüsleft hinof of ptffll^hiiig the' äud^ 

ciovis slave wbo had dared to lift fa)# 

häxid against his cbief. That the inflic- 

tion.had been heavier, and the inischief 

more widely extended, than wa*his in- 

tention» eould not be imputed to bim as 

a crime. Had not he himself been a 

considerable loser ? 

By such fallacious reasoning did this 
wretched man endeavour to reconcile to 
himself an action at vrhich humanity 
shuddered; yet he was aware^^bat if 

H 6 - known^ 



knowii> it.wouid driv^ hwi fortiti from 
SQci^ty» like Cain o£ old» a wv^ched 
Wanderer for ** the fingar of soorn to 
noint at." 

But no one was privy to tibe afikli:, 
efsccept the willing instrutnent of all hia 
oppre^sions, and he, for hia own sake» 
must be equally anxious to guard. the 
s^dceL Still the increasing .fsimUiarity 
of this minioB bei:mme honrly more gall* 
iiig to bis haughty patron» dearly evin- 
cifigt that the vicioi^s man is the verieat 
slaye in nature» however he may bumish 
hisjchains. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



Guilt is^the source of »orrow; 'tis the fiend, 

The avenging fiend, that follows liü behind 

Witfa Whips und stings. Fair P4nitent. 



Her thoughts 



' Were combinations nf disjointed things ; 
And forim's impalpable, and unperceived 
Of oibefs^ighti fiiiiiiliar were to liers : 
Aod this^.tlie World cullafreazy. Byron. 

Whei^ sir Simon retumed to the par- 
lour, Marion had begun to pour out the 
coffee; but suspending her emploipient 
for a moment, she beekoned him, with 
one of her most bewitching smiles, to 
takfe a vacant chäir by her side. 

With feverish haste he obeyed the 
sweet aiimmoner; but his heart at the 
moment whispered that he was unwor- 
thy of the affection of this exalted be- 

ing. 

During 
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During his absencei a discuasion had 
taken place respecting the most effectual 
mode of relieving the sufFerers. Aunt 
Janet proposed tbat they shotlld be tem- 
porarily accommodated in some of the 
Offices adjoining the Castle; but to tbis 
the Steward objected, under the, pliea 
that tbey ivould be better on the spot, 
employed in «ndeavouring to recover 
any part of their scanty property wbich 
might haveescapedthedeTouringfliaineSy 
but in reality from the di*ead lest any 
surroises of the truth should find their 
way to the housebold. 

Wben a}one witb aif Simon, be j^ 
grett€d that anyof tb« Castle servants 
slioulu have been clispatched tp t|ie vÜ- 
lagCi aa stränge idea$» be was afv aid, were 
afloat respecting the cause of the fife. 
The barpnet was in no humour to brook 
advice, fiur kss implied censure .from a 
depNendan^ Witb a withering look be 
thevefore silenced the ^uacity ^f Bru<{p^ 
and pxiceeded to give directions for x%* 

building 



bmlding the eottages willi all conveAi- 
ent spefed. ' 

On the rubbish being removed» rto ves- 
tige» of the bodie^ of the ut^fbrhmaFte 
M*Coy or bis firmily were to be fomid. 
The nrighbours sihcerely tnotimed hisr 
Ibss, fbr he was well bdöved among them */ 
and the confidant of bis flight eMflned 
the secret tö bis own bofifom, from a dread 
df ofiPendmg his tyrannieal mästen 

The bmmty of the ladies mo*e than 
ÖDmpensated the suHerers for theirlosses ; 
and in a short time the afikir was forgdt-> 
ten by all except the baronet, who at 
tlmes ftW Strange misgivings respeetitig 
the fkte of the M'Coys. 

He could scarcely beliebe, had the 
whdle fhmily perished in the fianies, btft 
üiat sorae of thehr remams^ however 

• • • 

iftutilated, must have beeit dtseovered. 
Yet it was next to impossible, in the 
Short period whieh elapsed from the time 
of his discomfiture by the oottager ttll 
the eommeneement of f he conflagration, 

that 
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that he eould have so completely leci^lM ' 
ed himself from the knowledge of all ' 
his neighbours. Besides» had he not . 
thrown him whoUy off his ^^ardf hy 
pretending to accept his apology ? It 
would then be absurd to suppose that 
he would fly fVom an evil that he knew 
not menaced him. 

To the restless disquietude of the bara- 
net respecting M'Coy, another source 
of vexation was shortly afterwards added. ' 
A letter was brought to him one moming 
frpm Mr. Glen» stating that Bertha, since 
her casual mieetnig with sir l^mob in 
the vale of Kinlass» was more unsettied 
in her mind than she had been for many 
previous months; and that, notwitli- 
standing the most vigilant attention, she 
liafl found meaQs. to escape, withouf* 
leaving the sligbtest clue by which'to 
trace her footsteps. Under these eir- 
cumstanoes he deemed it his duty, ^e 
added, to apprise . the baronet of her 
flight, as it was by no means improba- 

ble 



N 



TSE HIGHLAND CASTLE. 191 

ble tliBt sbe might fiad lier way torthe 

Tbe livid hue of m Sinum's oovmte- 
nance bespoke- his dismay at this unweit 
CQnne intelligenoe ; but instead of tum- 
ing.lüfi «proaches inward. he execnted 
ttie carelessiiess of tbe pastsor for saffer^ 
ing his Charge to escape. 

£agefLy had he quafiM tbe oup of 
sdfifili . pleasure, but in the eod found 
k bitter as gall . and wormwood. . Tbe 
otuoforts of wealth» the delights of do- 
mestic affiection, die amiles of ydutb» 
beauty»e «nd innocenoe» all eqmted bis 
apoepta&ce^ yet bad he re|ected tbe oi* 
fered boon. 

Wandering fortb» unblessmg and un« 
blessedi. bis eye g]a]nced fearfuUy over 
surrounding objects, for every moncient 
he expeeted to bebold the form of tbe 
injured Bertba« He started at every 
sound» £br her voioe.seemed bome on 
tbe. pasÄng breeze. Yet it . wa$ iiot re^ 
morse^ but the dread of.d^ection, which 

corroded 



Mmided iiw Ibsom; :fbr Un hHbtf^hty 
Bpmt shronk from the contempt thM ii* 
too KToll ianm would fUlotr the jcbcpo- 
fluveof hii*gailt 

Heedltn ^ the lapse : of time» he hMi 
Mzoilfd seviiral. mifes fi«6iii the CÜatte^ 
wiitB tlit «mild cf toicet in cheerfiil 
ccmverse Struck an his^ar. Hie-iviouhl 
Hare «etreated» for he beldno coammokon 
vnük ha^pkietti but ti sudden tum ili the 
Med pleoed faim fuU in ttew of oi{^taili 
Maloolm Fnaoer and hte lady» nvlko vmm 
oh tlwir way. to daitte JRmter^ ; ' 

• Midcing ' a vtrtiie< of neceinly^/faerex* 
pce^ed bis ji^r at tbe itieeting^ «iid.gBl« 
lantly ofTered to become Mrj. f>teer!^ 
raniting fbotcoati; loh whieh Ihe eaptain 
diMiountedl» .atid givang his hcme- »to 
Caiio^ valked by his aide» 

Tbe semible (tenversatioa Md; üvely 
iiaHies df thia amiaUe ooupde itastetibly 
begusled sir Simon of bis disquiet ; and 
befcra be^ reached hon^e^ Bertha and 
M'Coy man fi» a wbile forgottelu 

Mn. 



comeiram ;the ätter^ wbo nröre'^hq^ 
ly fMrepassesaed in h^r Smmar^* eie» «t 
fivst mgfat Tbaugh past the metUiati 
of üfe» she ihight still be termed fl.^ne 
W0nm ; bot it was neithtr her taiiftilty 
BOT gro»: whieh riv^tted tliA fl i kwan 
ef thtbehoMer; it^fvw a ooiualiQfMnioe 

bettmtng witbtbe pwest bcnevotenoar ^m 
€y«rgK6taiiing wiüi tandemem, or ^spatlt«- 
4ing with delight ; and a iwtam aweet* 
üMS ' and aimplieity c£ xamner^ - «wiildi 
^va an intefest to:aU ^le aald'ordid. 
MrB.'fVawr bursi not an the eyeiÜke » 
deMitifel nieteor, whieh dacsa)e$fdr a okk 
ntönt and disappears for evei^, büt <ifeole 
on the aehae» like the cheerfur ibwn» 
delightkig and Yivifying the ^U9e of ua- 
tiire. 

Th^ presedi^ invkatiofn ef lady Fm- 
sicT) tlmt she would protract her t i^ 
tintil nMt däy, as t^ toads wäre taiDr 
bttd to adtnit of tratelUng under night, 
dKe retiatfid, with a sweet axAU obaert«* 

ing. 
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iilg,. tiiaft^e bad pled^^ tmrsdf tö&er 
nanBerjriD/rdaim jieEom dianer»-*«-^ ^j^oidb 
that is a qiudrter/' »he added^ ^ ]n;iviiicK 
I imkea pctot itf never bneaking a pit>- 

Tfae look of tx^nfidiog affeolion whkir 
caiptaiB Ksazear ttirned ^upön her alr th^ 
momrat» .M)he aime tp tidce leava^ de*- 
dar^that. tfaey were inoy^ tiban h»a^ 
faand.and n^ifeNr^that they witefineada 

. £^ly»iii:hw tum, was. «sq«^ plat«^ 
ed wiikh the aittera; but »hdiiüooiiuiimt 
wiA h^i^ldlcalia.in di^lcärii^itbat,til|« 
fisisaii^tiog Mas^wiFgDguamahoiiM^hai)^ 
joined hdr £ite.wi(^> that of a manivii»*^ 

Twiüght bad succeeded to . a abt^^ 
wintry . day bef(»:e they came in sigki-^ 
th^ii: ,mn &iiy dwdlüig, \^haii^ ^itrlo^ 
i^irboae JnfanI; mind had been ii|ibi|ied: 
with :the idea of ghosts, rode ii|^(to, tbef 
^ide.pf bis. xQB&te)^; and iil a vcäto. oü tSTr 
rar jpomted . qujt to bua » £gwi) itl«|b«4 

. \ in 
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m white, reelirthig ät thefoöt of i tree, 
ivhleh his disordei^ fahc3r 'ife|fre8ented 
«I a fi4ghtfulapparitibn. ' J ^ 

Ever alive to the cftHs cHP hthnatift;^, 
capts^ and Mrs. Frazer piüshed Ibrwarcf 
their hof ses, and soon rdachbd*the» oigMt 
of his' teiTom. She was a y öung female, 
wbose fantastiG habilimentss^bespoke ttief 
disorder of her mind. A tom white 
muslih robe envelc^d a fbhri älmost' 
wasted to a shadow : the shaded of deatb' 
ap]^ared already to overspi^ead her coun«* 
teti0]ükce; one hand suppotted'^er heäd/ 
wMle'With the'.other she confined tW 

w 

tattered remnant of What hftd bnce beerf 
a velvet mantle over her baSoriri. 

Sbocked at a speetacle ^ ilfielancholy, 
cur humane traireHers <dighl!ed, and en- 
detfi^öured to raise the tinfortahate ob-l 
jeot ftwn' tfhe, ground. She eontlnued* 
to breathe ; bat hei* litnbs were so stiff 
and benumbed with the cdld, thal they 
refused to Support their fragile bofden. 

TÜey * were slSU /three quarters of a 

mile 
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mUa :fii«n boBie^ but *«be whb emuAinji 
pliMd CA tfat horte fa^fiam Carlo, ii4iO| 
now that he waa ceiwine^d she w«a im 
di ia fal aypwpitiMr waa eqwlly wii«u8 
aa* h|i»inMtGa*and mistress to afiovd hea 
evecjr aid in hia power» 

iSw tbf^ Toacbed the Cottegei, the 
BHitiotl of ^ boia« partfy reviTedher/ 
SiKe'0paw4 her eye«i and atafkig unkllf 
o» hfer eompaKiiüafl^ iiMwed ißrafrebia 
voioe Ike lumeaf ^'Berthe I Weaw 
gfW^"^' Mek Bwthaft'* and ag^ her 
lieeAcfHiiBAc; on^ her breait; and: ^wiiig 
tbe^ reinaander o£tbe uray, she^exhibljted 
QOv^jgsaof ejoaleaGe. 

Or arriviiig^at bomef tfae uQfortutuite* 
strw^ger waa imnediately atripqped c£ her 
W4!t and hdf^ftoaen hi^iments; tfg^t 
nouriaMioentwaa eautioufify adminialeiedt 
to her; and behig pkeed inaccemfertr 
ablQ^hed» her humane hoatess had the 
8atia£ietion tiy behold her aink i»to a 
calintakmibee. 

,. Th^^vMiiig oC rtiiia day waaa juMM 

at 
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at BaHT^ Cttttagge. Tke dMmal tesks tof 
Chafeks and Smäj wMe^xeeutfd wo aa 
t^oUibffch tshe praisei q£ tba gsaftiflad 
pfBcemtßi yMl^ the infank BcMnme fto» 
licked^about in an ecstacy of joy ati agauv. 
hehoi4ling pepa and oumuna. 

^ JBefcve ittbfngjfiir the nig^t» the bena« 
vollst aoupl^idalted tfe wmsAk ci tka* 
hapkaa. iiiYBlid« She sl&U contimaad «i. 
a 4|miet «lee|i^ and thsy tnuted . thafc i» 
the nciiiming tlie^ naight .be.ao::&r le- 
caintoedas. tp.afibrd tfait iBfonnalmll 
wfaic^ vofjäd enaUe theoi to> '9Sfftimr 
hc^ iriends of her aafetjr. 

In. tkäa hc^; homevta» Üu^ im* dfia- 
appouvlfdi , 1?he palient jkpttiH a laie 
hoiar» ai«d awofce nfluk raonntad in 
bo^]]F atfcngth; but not ^ramia aaaaal. 
ray et infeliigenoa baurst thnwg^i tfae. 
doud tluvt obscured her mindi . 

' ^^^ Bevtba!' Let ua go and aedi Aea« 
thfi !" wäre the only worda die uHmriA. 

For die present, tkettR^cs^ hat kiiidi 
pcoteatota ooidd onl;: cauaa tfaer, to *be 

.«• , carefiiUy 
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tarefl%«ttMided; and in ^ hope ihflt 
]wB«lriend8 might direct llieir teavdi in 
(hat ifuarter» 'thejrnmite Aii äecOuat^ 
tbsft mctnMtlinoe to Mr. M^ntih« Bt 
Cai||idDw. - 

Days and weeks, howerer/ pasaed 
awayi and no one appeated. to cteün the 
unfoftunate maniaa The gentli^n^s of 
her Inianner, ahd the mourhfiii ton^ in 
whiiAi $be ^fenjuentty ' repeated*-^' Ij^ 
U9 .gfrand seek Bertha^*^ deeply albcted 
enöfitiniAttiie df ' the Cottage ; and they 
viedc|if]th eaoh lother in antieipalmg her 
little wants. . . • . 

: Jk keBffyMk of ma^^ had pM^entfed 
lad)! Fratel^and Htien ftom ibtfnming 
Mrs.i Bratefn tfiit, and indeddcut off 
dkoMt enüreiythe cotnmumcaCion be» 
tivtaen^FairyCcIttagieaDd theCastia r 

During Uns interval the atranga:' had 
sa fir /iwDtered as to^ b^ able'totitave 
her bcd;* whefn che moming, üneoepecitbd« 
1^ exAendg the paiiourwlieieBnldljnras 
at workraiate tock up a halftfims h atfeftoc k 

of* 
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>«f ^Bouterie's, and began to ply her 
rne(<dl^ with great dext^ity. The chiM. 
9009^ ailer ran into the room, when catdi- 
ing hün ki her arios, with a convulaive 
kugh, she exclaimed-^^* Have I found 
^y^Kl». tny dear» dear Bertha r 

Unwilling to dei^trc^ an Illusion which 
seejüisd to afiford the unhappy girl 90 
muph dfllight» no efibrt was made to 
oopvince her of her error; and froin that 
mcHnent she beoame the playmate and 
Atü^ndant of the wgaging boy, who,^ 
h\f tum, was delighted to please thesiek 
lady. 

. ^/Vha^t two months after the straqger 
1^ bßen dQmesticatf d at .Fairy Cottage, 
IV .wild, shriak drew captain Fraz^ and 
loa lady to.the porch, where^ a.fi^w mi* 
Hinten before, they had left her makipg 
4iivila to a, mimic vessel which had been 
.givfia to Bouverie, wbo was anxiously 
^atobing the progress of her work. 

T\ie ßfst object which met their eye 
Wm^sir Simon Eraaser, ti^ansfixed as it 

: You !• I were 
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* 

were ta the ^pot» gazing on the poor 
maniac» who» apparently lifeless^ laj 
stretched at his feet 

Every means that anxiety could de» 
vise were resorted to by Mrs. Frazer 
and the old village nurse, who happened 
to be in the house, in order to reatore 
«ninliation ; but it was long before the 
unfortunate object of their care b^jaa 
to shew signs of life. Having asaisted 
to place her in bed, Mrs. Frazer left her 
to the care of nurse, and joined the 
gentlemen in the pärlour. 

** Sir Simon» my dear/' said captain 
Frazer» as sbe entered» ^* has been giv- 
ing me the history of our unhappy 
Charge. She was the daughter of an 
old Steward of .sir William's» and hav- 
ing been decoyed firom home» retumed 
afber many months in the condition yoii , 
now See her» with a dead Infant in her* 
arms. A youth who was suspected of 
harbouring an attachment to her fiom a 
very early pmod of their existence foipi4' 

her 
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htf bn the heath, about a roile from her 
fatbei^s dwelling, to which he conveyed 
her; but the shock proved too much 
for the old man, and in a few weeks 
afterwards he paid the debt of nature. 
• **^ Left without any natural guardian, 
Berthä Campbell was, by sir Simon, 
plaoed with the widow of a minister^ 
wbere she has remained ever since, un« 
f il about ten days before you rescued 
her from an untimely grave, A letter 
from -Mrs. Glen informed him of her 
having about that time strayed from the 
hottse without leavitig any clue to trace 
her Steps ; and, in consequence, a search, 
by bk Orders, was made for her in every 
direction.** 

*• Now, however,*' ihterposed the ba- 
ronet, *' sirice I have discovered her re- 
treat, I shall take immediate measures 
to'reHeve you from so troublesome an in- 
raatei'* 

•♦ By no means,-^ replied Mrs. Frazer, 

yfKk quickriess ; ^' I should, sir Simon, 

^'* iS regard 
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r^rd myself in the Ugbt of a murdeiQv$ 
were I to allow the poor sujl^ring Bevthli 
to be removed fram underoeath lüy jroof 
}n her preaent «nfeeUed stfite, during the 
continuance of this indement weathor.** 

Sir Sioioiip tibough inwtrdly exccrat- 
ing Mrs» Frazer's oiScious zeal» wa$ 
t(K> polite to oiqpM)Be her detJanninatioii« 
Complimen^ng her, therefore» im her 
humanity, he merely seid tbat be would 
relieve Mrs* Glen'a anxietyi by inform* 
iiig her that Bertha had Ibuiul a 99^ 
asylum for the pTesent.; and imwedi- 
ately tumed the oonversatiaii on indtf- 
fisrent subjects. 

'' I was sent appioneeripg thif Wfim^ 
ihg by the fair ladies of the Caflitlet** aaidi 
he, '' to reoonnoitre the State of the imds^ 
as tbey are impatient t^ pay their Kh 
spects at Fairy Cottage. I am .aQwidU 
however, tbey mwt restrain their impa^ 
tience a little longer, for tbey are truly 
in a wsetched atate." 

''Not in ouc iminediate neighbfnpr 

hood»** 
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hood^^ rginned Mts. Ff&Mr, ** for tbt 
ime warm sunshine of yesterday tempt» 
€d Mideolm and me abraad» and we rod^ 
HS far as Cmrndow without the smallest 
inoon^snience.*' 

^ You are a fearless horseif oman, Emi* 
ly,^ observed her husband; ** besides» 
<m tlie high ground^ the snow and ice 
remain longer than in the more immedi* 
ate vidnity öf the locb^:^ 

After partaking of some slight re^ 
üteahment, the barqnet rose to depart. 
In a hesitating manner he entreated 
Mr& Prazer not to reveal to lady Fraaer 
or bis sister her meeting with Bertha— 
^ S^e Was Hel^'s playfellow in infancy ," 
he added, '* and her unhappy fate affect- 
ed her greatly at the time it happened; 
and the renewedagitation which a know^ 
i^^dge of her present Situation would oc-- 
<te«ion, might prove extremely hurtful 
in her present weak State.** 

Mrs. Frazer acquiesced in hiä pnident 
eautioii ; and Malcolm havlng proroised 

18 to 
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to . write to him if .any materiid . cbangtf 
took place in their fair patient, air Simon 
took his leave, secretly praying thot the 
unfortunate vietim of his beseness might 
aoon be beyond the power of reveaUng 
his guilt. N 

As he rode homeward» he cursed hitt 
own foUy» for not having from the be« 
ginaing plaeed Bertha in a receptade 
for maniacs in the metropolis, ivhere htt 
ravings would h9ve passed unheeded; 
and he resolved that such shoüld be her 
future ^bode» as soon as she was able to 
be removed frona the hoiise of his kins^ 
man« 

In the mean time the unhappy ^rl 
had &Uen into a disturbed dose. As 
usiial, she frequently uttered the name 
of *^ Bertha/' and in piercing aceents 
entreated sir Simon, as if he had been 
presenti to restore her to her artns. 
SometimeiB she aecused herseif as the 
znurderer of her aged parent» .whose 
angry shade her disordered fancy pictured 

' as 
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n Hafiding by her bedside ; at others, a 
low moaning was the only indication 
afae gave af existenoe. 

Captinn Frazer dispatched a messen, 
ger for the village surgeon, who arrived 
in the aftemöon. He was a shrewd in- 
telligent man, and on being informed 
how she was first sdzed» justly conjec« 
tured that the baronet had hunself been 
her aeducer. 

** I like not the baronet," said Mal- 
eohxi to hi$ Emily» as, seated alone afler 
the departure of the surgeon» they were 
lamentmg the fate of Bertha Campbell 
*' Her father was a trusty stewatd ta sir 
\^ilfiain, Frazer; and I mach fear bis 
long and faithful servioes met an un<> 
grateful return from the son; for, if I 
mistdke not, to him the poor unfortunate 
Bertha owes her ruin." 

The pure mind of Mrs^ Frascer recoiled 
with horror at the bare idea of such com- 
plicated villainy; and she would have 

1 4 entreated 
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entreateä the ceptain to reUnqimh Hl 
intercourse with one so undeservingy 
had not the itnage cf the youthful Mari- 
on arisen to prevoit the request whieh 
hovered on her lips. — ** United to such 
a partner» long it could not be until she 
might require the soothings of friend- 
ship to sustain her sinking spirits ; and 
shall I, by being * righteous over müch/ 
deprive myself of the power of endea- 
Youring to lighten the sorrows of this 
angelic woman? Besides, what right 
have I to condenfin any human being 
on vague surmises ? what right * ' 

Her reverie was here disturbed by 
Malcolm playfully tapping her on the 
cheek» and inquiring the reason of her 
unusual gravity ? 

Her thoughts were always open to 
the inspection of her best, her dearest 
friend, and met» in the present instance, 
with bis most oordial approbation. 

** Helen» besides» seems to me. to be 

fast 
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fiist varging to the grave ; and then will 
iady Frazer be desolate indeed — then 
will your friendship, my Emily, be to 
her a treasure beyond all price.** 



J 5 CHAP. 
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CHAPTER X. 



Wbat tnigic teara bedew the eye ! 

What deatlis we suffer ere we die ! 

Oor broken friendsliips we deplore, 

And ioves of youth that are uo more ! LogaRi 

OxTR benevolent couple were greatly 
shocked, on the foUowing morning, to 
leam that their suffering guest had, 
throughout the night, exhibited Symp- 
toms of the wildest delirium. 

With the utmost anxiety they awaited 
the Visit of the surgeon, who did not 
arrive tili noon. He was accompanied 
by their worthy friend Mr. M'Intire ; 
and both gentlemen came with the pro-, 
fessed purpose of spending the day at 
the Cottage. 

The prompt means employed for her 
relief produced the happiest effect. The 

sufTerer, 
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mfierer, in less than an hour, sank into 
.$leep; but her breatbing was so faint, 
thatt all but the surgeon dreaded that 
she had dosed her eyes ßor ever. 

Towards evenhng, however, she awoke 
qalm and composed, but so- feeble» that 
«he could not even raise her head from 
the pillow without assi$tance. Never- 
. thaless her eyes beamed with a lopk of 
intelligence, wfaich her humane hostess 
hn/d i^ver observed since. she became an 
inmate of her dwelling, . 

Quiet and rest h^d been strictiy en- 
jqined. by the professional attendant be« 
fore liis departur^ ; and Mrs. Fra,zer» . in 
confoEinity with this injunction^ after 
admlnistering the evening dose of her 
medicine, left her under the care of old 
iiurse» who was to watch by her djaring 
th^öighL. V 

Her sleep was long, and profound; 

and wfaen she awoke, towards the morn- 

ing». her first ii^quiry \ve^ £ot Mrs. Qlen. 

Nurse, as agic^d upon» m^r^ly repUed 

1 6 that 
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that fibe bad been removed neaier ta 
Caundow for the baiefit of medicai aid* 
vioe, bot would retom to Mrs. Glen aa 
soon as ehe was able. 

Apparently ««tiafied with tbis expla- 
natioDj she onee more feU into a pra» 
ibund Blutnber, whioh ksted tili day bt^ 
gan to dedine» 

Mi«. Frazer was instandy by her bad- 
side. Taking h«r buming ii«}d» she 
inquired» in tlie gendest aooents, iiow 
she found herseif? 

The iuvalid, with a langaid smile» re- 
plied— ^'^ To your kindness, tnadam, I 
owe retuming veason ; but^ abs ! wh^i 
you know the wretch on wbom you 
have laviähed so much care, eren y^iir 
gentile nature will reooil from the gaiHy 
Bertha. But "" 

^ Hush»'* replied her compasridiiafte 
aq^iitor ; ** fironi my severity you bave 
,^|pi;hing to fear. Already am i partty 
a^^l^nted with yoiur sad story» unfor- 
tmwite cbild of 8onx»w. You are yet 

young: 
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y^ungrond I tratt tihat üme, and the 
sootliings of ftiend^ip, may resfore some 
poitioii ^f feaoe to your desolate heart. 
At present, however, all efibrts must 
be difieeted towards your recovery ; rest 
and qaiet liav^ beeil enjoiiied as the 
dnef meatis. How blameable am I, 
therefore^ in aUowing yott to conrerse 
ewmt i&t this diort period !" and g^Dtly 
pressing^ the. band of the exhausted pa- 
tient, sbe dosed the eurtains and re* 
tired. 

At his iMxt Visit the surgeon found 
liia pttfcient free fiom pain. Her fever 
had subMded, but a weak vacSlating 
puke^ and the ominous brilUancy of ber 
efes, eonvineed bim tbat her sorrows, 
witb herlifip, were fast hastening to a 
dose. 

He meßtioned bis opinioii to her be- 
nev^fot proteotors; and Mrs. Frazer, 
anxious to aseertahfi if onght was in her 
power to Mfiaen the last moments «f the 

dying 
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dyihg penitent, resolved no lon^r to 
represa her wish to cotiTerse. i . 

When fihe next entered her .rooRi» 
Bertha had been lifted from her bed to 
8 couch placed by the fire. One band 
snpported her head, while the other 
bung: listlesdy over the äde of the 
couch. Her visage was pale aa ttie 
drooping sno wdrop ; and . from . between 
her olosed eyelids the big teso; rolk^ 
down her wan cheeks. . 

Mrs. Frazer hung over her with tbe 

tenderest sympathy ; she placed herseif 

by her side, and spoke to her in tbe moat 

aootfaing strain» inquiring whether she 

'would wish to see any of her fraends? 

With a heart-rending sigh Bertlm re- 
plied--*'^' Alas, madam !: a. wnetched out-* 
cast like me has no friends ! yet, if • my 
disordered imaginatibn has not- deoei ved^ 
^ne, Mrs. Glen has watched over* me 
with the kindness of a mother. Bat I 
kxiow not where I am ; nor would I. wish 

further 
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Aitther to «ncrdudb OD the htmianity of 

strangers, eise my most ardent wisk is 

ta «fDlwMe »tfart -vier^rahie woman be- 

ibre this scene doses .en me for evec^ 

She has a son, whose early pi^oapects 

wepe bli^hted fay my ingraütude and 

esrimes* To obtain .that son's forgi veness 

ia.the.only boon I crave on this »de the 

^rave» Bat no^ never can he foi^ve«— 

toevef behold the guUty Beriha more L" 

ai^ ahe clasped her ha»dsin an agony 

of -scKTow^ iwhidi shoak h^r.feeble.frame 

almost to dissolutioD. • . ... 

r Mrs. Frazer aought, by the tenderest 

soUcitude,; to caim h&t agitated spirits» 

and inquired, wbere herifriendfl.resided* 

Having gained thU iBformatian, and 

aeen her somewhat» uaie leompoaed, she 

jokied hen hiiidiand, to confiult wHk htm 

on the practicabiüty of. .infonm]% her 

fiieoda of her ätuation. 

. Oll learatog . that . Mrs;. GIm retided 

Qofy a few milea fnom Catmdo^« c^tam 

JPraaer lost not a jooment iu writii^ to 

Mr. 
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Mr. M^Intire, requesking faim to foii 
ward to her intelligenoe of Bertha's pie» 
•ent State, and her eamest desh« to fasd 
iier a final adiai. 

On the next day but cme the wostb j 
pastor arrived at the Cottage, aceom- 
panied by a strangeri whom he introdki6> 
ed by the name of 61en. His mdanoho^ 
ly, and die itt liealth whidi his whole Bp^ 
pearanoeindicated, would have inteteated 
the good oaptain and his lady, even had 
not his name prodatmed him to be the 
injured lover of Bertha. 

To relieve him from a*-lltate of the 
most agonizing suspenso Mi^ M'Intire 
imroediately led to the subject nearest 
his heart, by inqiriring «fter the patient 

WHh all the inherent deKoaoy of bis 
natura^ eaptain Fnuser entered into a de- 
tail of the State in whieh he found the 
unhappy maniac» her subsequent intetw 
i4ew mrith sir Simon Fräser, and the 
eflfect it produoed on her liealth and im- 
tettact. Heoondhidedbymakingloiomi 

to 



to hiiil tiie ardeiyt desire she had ex« 
pvessed . to reeeive his forgiveneflB, and 
once miore behold bis motber. 

Vainly did the youth endeavotir to 
irepress bis emotion during tbis recital. 
The beaving bosom, and the mlent tears 
lAuit coursed each other down eheeks 
acMEDetiines of an asby paleness, and at 
others fiushed by Indignation^ betok^ed 
the mental oonfliet in Ms breast. 
* To reMeve faim from the emhurassing 
presence of a stranger, captain Ft^aer 
oonsiderately left the roorn^ saying he 
would 86ek bis Emily, and oonsult with 
her on the safest mode of breaking Ins 
«rrlvid to the invalid. 

When» at the end of half an hour» he 
i^turned to the parlour, he ' found Mr. 
Gfen» thougb sad, yet composed, ahd 
anxibus to be introduced to the mihap- 
py Bertha. Mrs. Fraget sbortly after 
appeared. The tear still güstened in 
her eye, as she paid the eustomary com« 
l^ttm^fits of wdtiometo the stranger; 
h after 
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after wliidi she imtoediately led Um fx> 
the door of the invißid's chamba:, wheie 
«he left him, as it had been the partieu* 
br desire of Bertha that their first inter- 
view migfat pass without witnesses. 

His hand rested bn the lock; for a 
few moments he hesitated to advanoek 
For two years he had tended the wao- 
derings, and listened to the'wiM fim* 
tasies of the poor maniae; bat now; 
vrhen Reason had resumed her throne» 
when even his presenoe mu8t remind 
her <^ broken promises and abused a£p 
fection» he shrunk from inflicting im acU 
ditional pang an hex aleeady«<lacerated 
heart. 

At length, with^a kind of desperate 
eourage, he threw open the door.---** My 
poor Bertha! my injured loveT hurst 
oonsentaneouely from their Ups» as Glen 
sunk on his knees before the oouehof 
the exhausted sufferer. 

For some time tears were their only 
langoage ; then sk>w}y rai^g her aunken^. 

eyes» 
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eje$, amd fixing them oa the. piile face 
of her foraier loter — " Forgive! oh, 
foi^ve^" she faintly uttered, " the crimi- 
nal Bertha!" and sunk back on the 
couch, deprived of sense 6t motion. 

With frantic grief the youth htmg 
bver her ; but Imig she remained not in 
this Situation ; once more undosing her 
eyes, she moumfully prooeeded — ^^ Great 
indeed was my crime, but severe, bas 
been the punishment. Soon, very soon, 
^haU I expiate my errors with my^ life ; 
and when the grave has closed over me, 
wilt thou sometimes think with r^ret 
of her you onee so fondly cherished ?" 

« Think of you ! Oh, Bertha, death 
sball not divide us !— ^one tomb shall re* 
ceive our remains; and together our 
freed spirits will wing their way to 
those bright r^ions where sin and sor- 
]90w find no entrance." 

Impressed with the wild solemnity 
of bis manner, she conjured him to ba- 
iMih isiich forebgding. thoughts, and not 

suffer 



j 
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suifer llie loss of one so uhworthy tö 
throw a gloom over his ftiture dey6.~- 
** If time had been permitted me» fain 
woüld I have pressed your aged parent 
to my repentant bosom» and interceded 
ibr her pardon for the wrongs I bave 
inflicted on her son ; but it cannot be. 
Bear to her, tberefore, my gratefbl ac* 
knowledgments for her unwearied kind- 
ness ; for, on recalluig the visions of my 
disordered fancy, her veneraUe form 
Stands forward the most distinct and 
{flrotninent object in the picture.** 

Mr. Glen soon became convineed that 
her reoollection of past events was ex- 
tremely confüsed and imperfeet; he 
therefore merely replied that his mo-' 
ther's health permitted her not to travel ; 
but he l;ioped, when her own was sbme- 
what recruited» to be äUe to conduct 
her to that excellent parent, whose arms 
wbuld open to reoeive her. 

Bertha shook her head with an in« 
eredufeiis smile; and being exhaurted 

with 



with the . exertion she had made, sank 
into a disturbed dose. 

In silent sorrow he continued to view 
that count<^t]ßiice whiob, 4we the first 
dawnings 6f reason, had beeii associated 
in his mind with every thing delightful. 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XI. 



.But blythest laogh'd thnt cheek and eye 
When Rokeh/s lirtle maid wa« nigh. 



PrimroBe he twiii*d with daisy fair, 
* To form a cliaplet for her hair. 
By lawDf by grove, by brooklet's Strand, 
l'he cbiidren still were band iu haad. 

WALtsa Scott. 



Thif record will for ever stand — 

WomaDy thy vows are trac'd in sand. Byrov. 

When the Infant Bertha oould scarce 
lisp out her words» Glen selected her 
fxpm ämong her youthful companions — 



" ">■,; - '■ *-«^an' led her by üie haud| 
Alt t(> the tan&y-know, or rnshy Strand, 
She Sniiling by bis side — he took delight 
To-^u* the raslies green, wt' roots sae v^liite; 
Wi' wbich, aa weel as bis young ^«cjr cuuld« 
Für her he plet the flow'ry belt and tnogd/* 



As 
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As they approached adoleserace, his 
attentive tenderne^ was exerted in en- 
deavouring to sow in her ihind the seeds 
of knowledge and virtue; and well iiras 
he rewarded for his pains, hy the glow 
of rapture which mantled on her cheeks, 
and the .smile of affection which never 
failed to welcome him to the humble 
dwelling of her father. , 

It was so arrenged, that at seventeen 
William Glen was to pröceed to Edin- 
burgh, . in .Order to commence his aea- 
demical studies ; and not until this period 
approached, was he fully aware how 
dear to his heart was the companion of 
his infancy. Bertha» on her part; was 
not more tranquil ; her pale cheeks and 
tearful eyes prodaimed her mental suf- 
ferings. 

On the ' evening before his departure 

he proceeded to take leave of her and 

her father. The road from the manse 

to the village where Mr. CampbelPs- 

* house 
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bousft atood» le^ thtongh a deep glen. 
Here he encountered the clbjcct of his 
thoiights ; and before they reacdied Üie 
teri;ninattion of their walk» the hopea 
i^^d fears of th^ youthful pair.were inade 
known to each other. >^. 

, The revevend Mr, Glen made no op- 
po$Uipn to the chqioe of \m aon^ aiid 
hone was offered on the part. of Cämp- 
1^11. But when hisrevered mother hq- 
held her darling Willianft depajrt ,fpr 
JJdinhurgh, sbe rejoioed tbat year^ muat 
ii^tervene before he receiyed the hand of 
his destined bride; for. quick;^$ighted m, 
all thßt regarded the happitiess of this» 
her I^st and only hope, she bod dis- 
Qovered tbat vanity and a love of adinira- 
tipn ivere Bertha Campbeir» besetting 
«ins. 

Sedqloualy. therefore, did thi$ excel- 
lent. wotpan endeavour to eradlcate tUose 
foul weeds which threatened to over- 
run a mind in;Qther respects rijchly en- 

dowed, 
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iok«^ ttid highlj raseeptibfe cf eidti* 
vstion; and she fladmed hersdf tkart 
9lie bad^ in part^ «I kasfci snosecded. 

Omr ev^sniottg^ faowemr^ abotvt nat 
moanlli» alter Ae depairkwe of het aon» 
Mr. Campbell called at the maiMe^ ifMk 
the ^vofessed kitendon of esoovtin^ his 
dangHtei home, wken ke karned, wiäl 
tke utmost borrar and attooaAmeiii^ 
thal she had not vuited ber friendB fei 
Um k»t three di^& 

""Mjeluld! mjühikir cikdtibecBaH 
taißted old man ^ "^ wbeA then bas be* 
caaBeofmy chikd?'' 

TKe worthy inbabitants of liie manse 
badt no oonsoktion to oEkrio tbe frahtie 
paorent, wbo informed tbem, tbat on the 
morning of tbe pceceding day» sbe bad 
sefc out to pay Ibem a visit, sayuig sbe 
mould not retnm käme tbat n%bt 

Her sudden disappearanoe baffledaU 
CDiyeetuve; but Mv. and Mrs. Gkn ao* 
oimpamed tbe bewildered old maa ta 
tiie viDag^ in ovder to make^ ereary iü* 

roL. I. K quuj 
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qttiry likely to throw any light on her 
my sterious disappearince. Bat vain was 
every' attempt to obtaiti tiding^ of the 
fugitiTe ; no one had sem her, nor had 
any stranger been observed in the neigh* 
bourhood. 

• .Sir Simon Frazer had been at the 
Castle for nearly. a fortnight ; and Mrs. 
Glen suspected that be would be found, 
somdiow.or other, oonneeted iWith Ber* 
tha's elopement. CarefuUyy howev^r, 
she concealed this idea in her oMrnr breast, 
anfl'onlyiadvised that the inqüiry irfiould 
be extended to the servanis of Ae Castle. 
.:Iieaving her mth the disconsolate fa- 
tber, Mr. Glen proceeded to Castle Fra- 
20ir, ^andwas immediatcly usbered intp 
the presence« of the young hdr. . i • i 
. With that haughty condeseension 
whichi the greatman often* assumes to 
tboselwhomy in thq pvide 6f bis heart, 
he^de^ns.his'in^SerioFSySir Simon rose to 
löceive the worthy divine^ WithM-^ell-* 
affeetedastöniahment he listen^ ito hk 
Tj.:'j r. ' .1 .. tale, 
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tale^ and ij^onnediately ordered inquiry 
td:bei made amongst his householdrer 
Sfieictirig tbe.disappear^nfce. of his stew* 
ani'is^ dauj^hter, ,büt without. obtaining 
the äbaall^st jynformation. 

Coffee was ordered in ; and after scHne 
eommonplace conversation, sir Simon, 
a$ if] suddenly reooJUepting himself, ob- 
served — " I think Campbell told me, 
Mr. Gletiy tbat his daughter was afiSaneed 
io your son i butthat the union hadbeen 
delayed tili he was ovdained. Hiow may 
not the young people, spurning at iwhat 
tbey deemed a bard restriction^ havei an«» 
tidpated the appointed period of their 
happiness?" 

The good old pastor had too firm a 
reliance on the prineiples of hia son to 
concur in this Suggestion ; yet> like the 
drowning wretch, who ca^ches at astraw» 
be would . fain, against his better. judg- 
vtiJtnt, haye persuad^ himself into the 
belief that it, was not whoUy impossilp^le. 

y^ differ^t was the ppimcm <xf hi^ 

K 2 helpmate. 
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he^ttaate^ wben He Feported, m hii ra* 
tum, tue rewlt of hl« interview witii the 
bapoHefc She knew tkie heavt «he b^4 
Ibmed, and knew tliat WiQiaiii Glen 
was incapable ef e¥eiy apedes of du- 
plläty*r yet, as tke peor diatraoted fii- 
^lle» el Bertka okingto the idea aa a ve- 
Alge ftom de9{>au% she attempted not to 
tear ftom kkn thk laat hope. 

Montihe wore away without bringkig 
fj^ngfi of Bertha. William Gteni^ec^v* 
ed» with inexpressiUe agony» the ne^a öf 
keF mysii^pieus disappearavee ; and kut 
fi>p the ecmckision of hk motkep^ let^, 
TR which she hinted at 14^ pvobabüMy of 
the unhappy girl havihg been deeoyed 
to ISdinbuFgk» he would instantly have 
pelinquisked hie studies and aet outfor 
Argyleshtfe, 

Aa ife waa, study and amuaement ke- 
Cime equcdfy irksome^ to kkn. Wkde 
days would' ke wander ahout the envi- 
rona of that romantio oity» reckleas* of 
kwig^r mid flitigue ; and whenat night, 

weary 
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.' . ' " 

weai^ and haraased^ he tttatew huMdf 
on bed^ sleep fled froBn bis pälow^ or at 
least was so disturbed with viupns cC 
hodrid impotU that he uto^ ki^id And 
unrefreshed. 

IjpBg he resisted the agraadizitig idea 
that Beltha häd prov^ fiJbe to her pro^ 
mifies ; but whep at the temünation ef 
df^t months hbt fate still ocmtinued 
fliiroUded iti myiiery, he eould bb hmg^ 
t%9itt thö ocMnyiction that she bid be<n a 
willing aglsiit in her bwn ruiiii 

Thfe hopes in bis fiitber*6 ktteH^ that 
bgr his l^miilg and fie^y he would ptove 
ah oftMinelit to the ohurab^ and the firop 
of bis deeUning yeani the gentle sboth^ 
ings o^ bi^ exeöUent mothei^ hAd the 
akubitiön fbr libeAury distinetiott whifeh 
sbe endeivoured to aWaken in his mlnd» 
oeeasjonalLy rMistd him from the apAthy 
into whiofa he had habitualfy sulik i bUt 
the idMg^ of his Idst Idve tasingled in idl 
bis empIojrmentiB^ and eten at the altar 
interirened bdtWe*n biln and bis God. 

K S About 
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About this pclriod, as hd vras return- 
ing from a solitary ramble^ a oarriage 
drove rapidly past him ; and in the fe- 
male form within he recognized the lost 
Bertha. 

AU his exertions were unequal to keep 
the vehicie in sighfti and wearied and 
exhausted with fatigue, he was slowly 
'pursuing bis way to his lodgings, Svhen 
he beheld the same. carriage Standing at 
a door in George's-square. His first 
impulse w^ to rtish into the house; and 
upbraid the unhappy woman with her 
perAdy ; but as he approached the dbor« 
gentler tboughts took possesmon of his 
ndind. He» however, entered the hotise, 
and wfithout knidwing how» foünd him- 
self in the presehce' of iAie object of his 
earliest and most devoted attadament. 

To her he appeated like the apectre 
öf happier diays; and ooVering her face 
with her hands, she shiielcied aloud. 

** It was not thus we . used to meet,'' 

the agitated youth with difBculty articu« 

^ lated ; 
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lated ; '* büt fearr not, Bertha ; I cöme 
not to upbmid you* But oh ! fbr your 
own sake, for tke sake of an aged parent» 
Tvhose grey hairs your desertion is bring« 
lüg with « sorrow tö the grave, retum 
to the ptth-iTom ^fakh you haye unfor- 
tunately strayed P' ' * ' I 

" Never," she passionately exclaimed, 
•* neveir. shall I wiUingly eonsent to be- . 
cöme a mark ibr the finger of scom to 
pOint at! nerer will I again bebold my 
nätiye ' glen, or tbe fitoe of an injured 
&th€r ! Leave me, sir," she •excladmed, 
in pa^KHiate acoents, ** leave ine to« my 
Ate! By what right do you >intrude 
intö my dwelling ?" and starting up^ the 
faapless woman< paced the dhamber with 
ftantie gestures. i 

Poor Glen. folldtv^ed her with bis eyes» 
and' pä<eeivedy> with dismay» . that she 
woüld shortly bedoine a>mother/ The 
blood rushed to bis cheeks, and agiain 
xeceding»' left them pale as ashee. 

^ Youare right, |)oor lost'oneil'Nhe 

K 4 Said ; 
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cfthewiüeisorthemalieious: Imtleare, 
ph Imve tbe faase aeduger of yom: iniio^ 
cracse! I will proride for. yoa ii 4life 
ftsjrkiin, kss splendid, it ia true». tbao 
yoiir presoit aibodc^ but mie Iq wliidi 
you may, in tlme, vegain yemt ioBt 



n 



Tftndenie88 struggied with pride.in 
tbe bpoom of tbe lost fair, tili the coiib- 
ffict beoame too agonizing to aupport; 
«nd rushing irom the apaitment, die 
shut henelf up ixi ber own duunber.^ 

In- T«in Glen Boed for adimttanoe; 
tite osdy «miwer he neceiTed wM a jn^ 
kerated oommand to depart.^ Rdsu^ 
tandy he obejred the ungradoiia lam- 
date ; and retiring to bis lodg^lg•# . es^ 
dpyyoured to calm tbe tumuli of .bis 
thougbts, and fix upon the |](i09t pioper 
plan to be punued in the melanthdx 

. pn the evening pf tbis eventfiil day, 
Mr. Gkn Ibrmed the resolution of wait- 

inff 

<4 • . O 
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iiig upon m Shtlon Fitaz»^ atid stäting 
to hi A ike condition in whlch he haä 
dnoovered thä dliughtär of las ägtSi 
irteward^ Uttle suspfeeting that to his «rtk 
Ate owfd aD bet im^rtunes^ 

Qn knodldn^ at the süperb dwelfing 
öf lörd WüBam Fiaeer^ the tmde öf the 
baioüel^ in tfaä^ New Towri, a doöiestie 
infoABed him that üt Siidofi was ftoni 
home ; but as he tumed from the thresh«- 
öld» ft oetÜBg/b drori up to the door» 
dbntldnihg thö iiiarter df the inansioii 
and hia tii6be^ Heleli Ttaxeti 

The anfiable gkrl imtn^diately ricog^ 
inrfed the aon of the VeiHetaUe pastoi^ of 
Ffeter ToWn^ and hctckoning ^m to hp* 
prfladi^ iiltrodüöed himl to her unde^ 

Wiäl unafifeetedhos^falityy lold Wi)i 
Bam ümtedhk]^ toentet-^^reqileft witb 
which he cheerfully eomplied/ feelmgi 
that to thö oonqpasoidndfe aar öf Miss 
FrttEery he oould itaord readäy d&fi&üe 
ihe tald €xf Beitha's wrongs tban to hef 
Hubgbty dnd siij^Kiliouä brotbif. . 

kS The 
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The interest Üie recital excited in the 
bosom'of his auditors was so great^ ihat 
Helen jproposedy on the foUowing room* 
ing, to seek'the unhappy Bertha» and 
endeavour toprevail on her tb f^Hnquish 
her 'pretsent course' of life ; but her be- 
nevoleni inteniions were coihpletely firus* 
trated by^ the object of her'*8olidtode 
having withdmT<rn fitDni her ibritaer lodg- 
ings. 

All the Information Miss fVozer änd 
her unde oould obtain fvohi the' hund- 
lady was, that Mr. Catfipbell, the hus- 
band (^ the lady,^ had, on the «veiling 
before, retumed fh>mta joumeyVthat 
high words passed betiveen' hini* and his 
wife ; and thiett aboiit half an höar after 
he had again lefl: the house, the lady 
herseif departed in a hackney'^Goaah/and 
had not y et retumed: 1 

As the landlady was a widöw of re- 
spectability» and whoRy unaoquainted 
with the real character of her late lodgers, 
lord William Fra^eir entrusted her with 

as 
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as mucb of tke hiütory of Sertha ias to 
induce • her to ' asmt him in discovering 
her retreat. 

The -deseription she gave öf tbcisup- 
posed •■ Mr. CampbeU, ■ almpst convineed 
botb tfnele/aiid niecei that heand dv Si« 
mön FräSierr'were one änd the same indi- 
Vidual ; Imt delicäcy for:eadi other's feeU 
ingS' restridned ibem from giving utterr 
ance to their sünnises. ' 

Disappointed in theh* beneyolent in- 
tentioris, tiiey oould only regret the fall 
of^ y outh and innoeence ; but this regret 
was augmented in the bosom of . each, 
by the reflecti(m - that one .so near and 
dear to their bearts had been the^agent 
of this fall 

Light, howevet*; was tlieir sormw to 
tbe agony of * the heart^stricken kxver of 
Bertha, oit beingiinfiDrmed that this un- 
ha^py young woman had fled beyond 
bis reaeb. : • 

• His stitdiisss >were negleeted, hisitttne 
consumed; and bis hei^h impaired^ nt 

K 6 wandering 






waadeMi^ Ihimii^ Ae ibrett% in Vm 
bopt Üuifc dianot woaU onra m<»#. W 
oome \fiB fiiend. 

Fhxu tkit wdaiB pumsft» howeyer, 
he was soon xccalUd bjr « lefefecr fran 
hk motbor, «ntMotiag his iMtenl tetoro» 
aB hie fttiiet ky 31 of a imr, witfifedUe 
h<^8 of veoowiy« Strarf MUflb;ii^ 
gave w«f w the mini «f ttefc eMm* 
plary son before tht wdffiit4«diit of «oe 
mcneemfarMkighkieveiifApM«»^ and, 
on the araning of tbewniedtiy tbollte 
leedEvedl the letter» he let qIT fiw the 
north. 

Hb Speed» hmrcrvcr, w^iiOMrailhig; 
fcr a wiy few lifuit hii»e hiitiniML 
Mr. Qra had Ivteathed his Ia8!l4 v 

Gikf foe tibe loü of a hddv^ fiitfldr» 
and the extttieii MisaMiy to (HqifeM 
theaphitae£ hi» ffwwifting paieiait,i.^re>w 
hoa% hig j«itic^ at keak: fiv »aeeioot thci 
Image of the guilty Bc^a. 

The piM€«|taitiei> 'wm giiM» hy! tir 
Simeii Fiaaar t» hia^tnaer pm^ßmi 

and 
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«nd Mm Qkn «kl btr aon letirtd to • 
annil ium in th* lieigilboii^liood q£ 
Kinglaas, wUdi Monged to her fiitiier, 
who MMHii uuwytnB mtofie am paia 

Biit tö» nimii to the uafeMiinato Bw* 
Um; Die Vint of hm injuvcd lav^tr hid 
awakened in her nmid the i»Ml Ugomsb- 
is^fiMfingsof ihaBM, konroir, and lenorse. 
IjCf^m to tir Sfanen FruMt sbe oould 
not ideid in eXßOM ftr däsertufeg bor 
hotne tnd her loror^ fer «he ftlt fol* Mm 
HO indlvidvak prafcMii^« Twice had he 
mtt tiie yOQthfiiil Berth« oh his retwn 
to the Ovlle, aAer an abaence of se* 
^atal yean« jDuriii|^ ttiat perfod ihe 
hod beoDiDMr a dtiDwy ^^emig wdnMm; 
and the favaaBt^ qnkk to obMrte the 
fySImgßai tifhfln^ w$ä nal dow in di** 
wva rai y thai inoidiiiätb Yanitjr was the 
niling fanion al" her laiil. Taking ai^ 
vantage of this ibiUe^ i»ati he «läoed 
thatbMgtafleai giri to put hartelf ander 
hisp a t ac th ai? aadMatevedy didheB^a« 

nage 
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nage the* affair, that she walB pfifft .ön 'her 
way to^ Edinburgh Mforei heriaged pt^ 
rent even suli^ected h6r:l^|(ht. . 

His valet, tlie vik pander of bis mas^ 
ter's vices, was the eoinpaiüon of htt 
joüfney, iwbile sir ^ Simons Mmaineclfce- 
hirid'for bomev''eeksi in trader to divert 
suspidon fromhimself.« if •• * . « 

For 8 »bort tiini the dnfovturiite'yiG* 
tiw of his artsv> ihtoKicated by flatteiy, 
and pleAsed with tlie shoir iand ^tter 
wbich sürronhded her;« forgot her be- 
reaved parehl and thefiriqhdsibf/hersiil* 
ffahcy; But • ha:: diream * of • hapfj^ine» 
quicldy tenninated:; for sAqb iwaat.sfae 
left by her sddiiter tö indum^ «olifeiide 
over her credutity; Hie Tiolence>öf lier 
complainings, • when > hetdid' ap|>ear/ still 
farther estranged hixn froai'her lodgpnjl^ ; 
arid at the period she was disoo^onred by 
Grien, several weeks «had «kpaqdjrAhoe 
he had paidher a.visit.« -:. ; i]« -" :• . 

Thus lePb a prey to the mosfeiortuif- 
ingrefleetidis, pride^i^meyaiidtemorse» 
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by tusnsa^ibE^iedlierbcißom,.. Her.fixied 
reiiolve faad, bowe^ver^ be^A« tx» se^rete 
bersd£ {ftom^endiaüid relative, «and in 
some ofasfcui:0ii^treat linger out the re- 
mcdnder of^ber^days« > , 

This Ksolutiön waa stvengthetned by 
the uii«ipeited«ppearmice.of .thebetng 
whose image, like tbe bandwritipg on 
the wall,i>bad risen* : up ^tp reptro^eh her, 
even in the hours.of sinful^dallianoa 

From the vile seducer of her innocence 
she had no Opposition to expect to her 
plan ; for he had of late not only treated 
her with neglect but insult 

The means, however, of the humblest 
subsistence were not even in her power ; 
for sir Simon, parsimönious to an ex- 
treme, when the gratification of his pas- 
sions was not concemed, had latterly 
left his unhappy yictim for days, and 
even weeks, nearly destitiite of the com- 
mon nfeeess^es of life. 

In the splendid apartments in which 
he had placed her a few months before, 

where 
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wlMM «rery Ittxuhy woititd her acxiept- 
tfiM, she of tote fttqumtly ivitend her 
diy €niit With her tMts. Pridt ra- 
stratodd her fkotti mütiii^ her wantB 
known to her landlady^ or elideanröuriiig 
to obUnn crediei and whtn seen hy her 
fimner l0v«p, (ri» takl wtiil% faten di6<* 
fomng of «om« of th0 |;audy trappklgs 
of her gnih ta (Irocuw tte iQBemS of suft«> 
taining dnkfaig ntürei 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER Xn. 



lMi^Ma*i««i^a«M<»M 



Al^pitgring HMvilb ' 



StmiB « menTf chucanieg in iU loire^ 
' OfUmes in dark and awfui Visitation 

Doth interpote, mnd leads the wanderer l)ack 
To the nrflight |Ath« Mks BAtLirc. 

At the moment that the betievolence 
öf Miss Fmzer lOid her worthy unde 
weve devishig meatis for rescming Bertha 
Campbell ftom her presmt course of life, 
SIT Simon enteied the apartment of the 
unhappy girl. As before notioal« she 
had nerer i^t the digfateet spark of at- 
tadiment to the baronet-^now she r^ 

I 

gaided him with disgust» approMdung 
tohorror. >j 

Tfarowhig Idmsdf iikto the &it yacant 
chdr, withottt the sli^^ttst prefi»e or 

* apology» 
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apology» he infonned her, that he had a 
scheme to propose, which would effectu- 
ally conceal her shame, and reunite her 
to her old dad^ whovi -she regretted so 
much having left. 

" Tom Speed well, ypur travelling 
companion, is a likely youth ; he loves 
you, and will immediately beeome your 
husband. The bantling, should it ever 
see the light, will pass for his, but, as 
Well as yourself, shall be amply provided 
for. Your having run off with bim can 
exdte nb surprise; and I thinkT;haye 
süfBcient . iBfiuenoe to reeonoile your ^ 
ther to the mateh, which be müist be 
made to believe took place immedjuitd^ 
on your leaving the north.** 

Sur]^rise, indignation,- and horror^ kept 
the unhappy Bertha silent duriog thi$. 
haranguei Wfaen the baronet had oeas- 
ed speaking, she pressed her. thwd <»i 
her burmiüg forehead, aft df • tOrDOf^ttect 
the pixrport of bis ßpeech*— *^ WretdiT 

she 
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she at kngth exclaimed ; '' detested 
monstei?! how dare you Insult me by 
this in&mous proposal ?" 

" Insult you ! fiiith, that's a gpod one !" 

he replied, with a.sneer. '' Insult a wan- 

ton, who almost tbrew b^rself into my 

arms! But perhaps you would prefer 

tbe, Dominier who, . I understand, is not 

defici^t in Ym ofiers ofghostly com/brt. 

If that is tbe ,cas6, tbe five huqdred 

pounds I was to giye to Tom sball be 

bis. TeU bim so at bis ne;&t Visitation ; 

but teil bim alsp, }€ be rejects tbis ofier, 

and I again ^d tbat be^ intrudes into 

tbose apartments, my venge^ce sball 

overtake md h^st aU bis. futur^ . pro- 

spects ! Hark you, my girl, no more 

wbiniDg, ' I' sball Qxpect ;yoar ;auswer 

in twehty;-fout bpürs. Here is , ^me- 

tbing for . present neoessity,'' t\irowing a 

purseon tbe table, ;anjd wjlth.adeaiotiliac 

lau^ leaving tbe ro^m. , 

Long after bis. r^ceding fpotsteps feil 
on h^r ear, tbe victim of bis baseness re* 

mained 



miAiMd rooted to het istat Cön^en&e 
xxphmded her wtth äte etiiptiMüs of 
that pl^Bsure wMöl^ Ait had pUMhasicHä 
at the etpetice ot htt ^ther'd ]M«ce and 
the hä]p^e«s of h«f k>vet ; the Ülk^te^ 
tl0b whldi h6A aMnted her tö her raib 
äppeflk«d gay ftnd intltiqg in itt tt^ 
jpMNidi) bat a t«tr6spMitiy« üjiHBite di^ 

ct)*(r«r«d it to be tifdMft And IriilttW^ , ~ 
Sh« had already i«tolv«d tö cÜM^v«^ 
the gttUty «o^exl^ ; mOHi^ VtXkU 
ij ntid insttlted prid« now gAV« addfd 
föfü6 tö this reaoluti(Xi ; and MiMrttog Up* 
she ptep«t«d to put it intö imufediite 
eüecutiOD. 

On e^amining the pune^ ihe fdtitld it 
contaiiMd fiye guined^ i thi«^ with la like 
gum which «he hed the evening befdM 
obtained för a fevr ü4nketB, itai th«. 
whöle df her rrütldly poMei»it>ni; 

Her expected ecmfittemeAt tra« tiöt 
fiEir dirtant ; but had thife not «ven iMeii 
the eaae, she iMd never been aeciMtMied 
tö laböUf , y6t pöv^rty^ and <¥6ii dtath 

itself. 



// 
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were^ in her efyea^ prcferaUb to 
agam enoMinbering the faruttiity ef her 
mitiloer^ er the niild MHTOwuig looks «f 
the muckv^jured WiBiara den. 

Throwing aside the gaitdy balptiiments 
of h^ shame^ ahe anrayed hecsetf in the 
sobotf cottagjb fitefff sbe wore on leavkig 
h6i> hcHüie;* and having put the reinMii- 
ing pari öf her wardrobe and a few or^ 
naiQeiits into a smdUF tniok, ahe sent 
tJie serVant £br a ooach» and %9Qk her 
last fiiMW/eH of the abodb. of hey aonrow 
and of her shame. 

An öM EKghhaid dame^ who had. acA^ 
ed as her washerwoman, lived in Wr ob* 
aciiBe lodging in> the outskirti» of the 
cifcy» and thither she directed tibe eoaeh* 
maur to iffwe. Foütiuiatel^: she* found 
M'abel at home, who was equaUy: sim 
piised and ^etighted at. Ae hmeivr done 
her by Mrs. Compbell^lrteriiig' her hwn^ 
hlfi> drwelhng. A tear of ooQgipAscHpn, 
however, ^U down, her m^ed i^be^ 

when 
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when Bertha, in a few words, rendered 
almost inarticulate by agitation, entreat* 
ed her assistance to • procure ''e lodging, 
as a difference with Mr. Campbell had 
determined her to leave him. 

*^ Alack-a-day !" said tiie good w^man, 
*' I am afraid there's nodiing h^reabouts 
would suit such a grand lady as you ; 
and it is so late." i 

« True," said Hertha ; « I had forgot ; 
but perhaps you will sharöyour bed 
with me to-night, and to-morrow soilie* 
thing may be found ; but it must be 
humble indeed, to suit my &Ilen for- 
tunes." 

' Old Mabel lifted her hands and eyes 
to heaven — " Share it with you ! ay, 
with right good will ; and I wish it were 
ten times better, for your sake! But 
you aretrembling like an aspen leaf ; let 
me getyou acup of warm tea" 

Bertba was thankful for the oonaider- 
ate offef ; and putting balf^i^uinea into 

Mabel's 
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MabeL's händig hade her prepare it aa aoon 
as poBsIblei^es she^neally &lt ill. aad .fa- 

: SeatediQ an ^Idri&ahkmed • arm-chair, 
wfaichr the good- dame. placed clöse to a 
Uaaing fire» . she partook of the grateful 
beverage mrith a feeliiig of. sätisfactioh 
she had not experienpedformany months, 
and .wliifth was . truly surprising to her- 
seif.- JBixt she<h&d takeiv one retrogade 
stepinthe careerof vke, and amid all 
her oauses öf sörrqw, hec heart seemed 
lighten^ c^ half its loäd; • 

In- an inner i äpartmeut stood the bed 
of honest Mabel;- aaad in.this dean, 
though humble pallet; Üai unhappy Ber- 
tha enjoyed ä few hours repose. 
' When she awoke on .the folfewing 
moming, the tranaactions ol the two last 
days app^red<^flike a frightiful . dreatn. 
She rubbediher eyes; she.gazwd around 
the hatte walls of her humhle Chamber .; 
she listened to Mabel, plying at the 

washing- 



iwMlifaig4ttb in the oulev BsgMftauiM, 
tmi btr desohlie skuatkyn rashed cm her 
mind with agonizing foroe. Then fbl«* 
kMirad the refleetkm» that to htr ewB in- 
wdinato vanily nrost be aacribtd thnk 
dMektion ; and agaii» Wfting^ \ec band 
en^ the pfflow, abe sbed bitter taa^i ef 
ariü&condenmation. . 

That she had seenj Wilttam Gin fbr 
the kst time^ was the faittereab drop m 
bar eii|» oS ^orrcm'; and . abe almoat se^ 
pented^ tfaat in the piide af ber liearti 
she had apumed* the eonaebifeian be 
olferedL Yet^ tM» beboU HkKt eounte- 
nanoe of that mneh-iiywred ycNaäi; to 
bhiat hie ftin flone hy aufibring bim to 
hold conveiee vnih one m fUlen» waa an 
idea tkai) nore than^ reeomnkd! her to 
the Step ahe bad taken« 

On heaiuifi^ her sticv the oU moman 
entered tbe apaotmenl. Baetha^ held out 
her handtothank be» fhr ber kmdneat^ 
wbea Mabel eKcbomed-^ Tou an iU^ 
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tty dear youing lady — your hand is burn- 
ing like a hot öoal. Fray try to rcfmain 
in bed; äYld X will ^repatte yöu a bason 

. Oritteflil för the attentive kindness of 
her humble hostess, Bertha endeavoured 
to compose hier agitated spirits, but in 
vaint* ^hie even loathed her favourite be^ 
verage, and was ui)able to raise her aeh- 
ing head from her piUow. 

Ofi fihding the rapid approach of dis- 
ease, she put her little stock öf money 
itito the^hands of Mabel, and begged 
tbat she would suffer her to coutinue 
her inniate. 

The old woman willingly granted her 
request; and having procured a few 
articles to render the Chamber somief- 
what more comfortable, sh6 lighted a 
fire, and again entreated the poor suf- 
ferer to try and sleep. 

To comply with this advice the pa- 
tient found impossible : restless and uh- 
oomfortable, she tossed to and fro on hek*' 

VOL. I. L (x>uch« 



i^ {^ tl^ 4i#ciwn of fexer« 

Mabel requested was humane and ^ 

tentiy^ w4 \Kf t^ neam «wlojüedr 

^ violeilPice. of tbe dia^ase wjgi q/wicidv 
«mh^M^d ; \»fX %hß invalid wis «a wik^ 
i^VLoe^t. tlxit, be Ipolced foi*wai4 ta Ib« 
«qfipwti^i^ period. Qf ber opnfin^iiMüit 

as the terminatiqn.of heir Ufe» 

In thi«» bowever. )w wap dü^po^nt^, 
% v\ le^ ihm * nw>nth fto»» bw ftfÄ 
4tten4wee, the unjbrtwi^ SInitIm g«m^ 

all expectation, gradually raotiyfijfe^ bsn. 

befilth. 

cr^^pi;^ ; im hoim. would sh«. ^ «^ 
ve^ Qjvor the uncpDwiau» N«, ^U W 
a||r^ l«ndla^ hßf^ tp tbiok ttbM: 1m^ 

reason was disorder^ 

Ip allh^ Qwjo sfwrpwe^Mabel b^d foipd 
sq^pdrt and QojasQl^xi.fi»im tbei4iii(W»' 
<(jt,be^ wQntbx pwtßc».^i:^ Ikl'CbmvpMbw^. 

apd 
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ind to biili sbe V0W related tke oase df 
ker i«ihiip|)!f lodgev» at &r as die was 
heissdt ae^oifinted wkfc it. 

The wverend gentleman^ erver amdoiu 
to do all in hhipomtß to äiteiriate ]flit 
$txtksAngß of hia ftUow^'ereakures» aocom- 
pioiiad th^ old woman to her dwelling. 

At first his pvesenc^ seemed to be rm^ 
iMlicedby the mtatid; but in dshort thnc^ 
die kindneaid and gentlcmeas of Ms aoan« 
ners^ and the soöthing tones of hls volee; 
won upon her regard. Bf de^greea Bdrtka 
made bim tbe eonfidabt of her sad stdry, 
enly resolutely pei^tiiig in withäolding 
bav own name and that of her seducar« 

Three montha kad ahe mm been the 
inmate of old MäbePs dwelling^: tfae 
inflmt Bertha was at times cavessed by 
her with all the finn^oiiir of matemal a£- 
fiK^tion« while at othem she would thUMr 
her from her boBwti, and curse her as^a« 
Iiieiiig wifinesB of her shanäe. 

Her little stock of money was ear»' 
fuäfy hofirded by her aged baaleM; itill 

L S the 
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the neceaiäij expenoesuttendatit onher 
confinetnent ' iiad sensibly dliiänishied it, 
and the poor old 'woihah began to fear 
tbat want /woidd soon be added to the 
other sufiiriiYgs of her unhappy guest. 

The idea of • seeing her and the Infant 
bi^pofüe ' the inmates of a workbouse 
ga(re<a sore heart, to use her own ex- 
I^Nf^siön, toi ' the \k^ort:hy Mabel, who 
loFed them a» her owii offsprhig ; y^\ 
witfa^all her industry/she coüld bai'ely 
oaäititäui hen»elf. > 

7 From tbese fbrebodings she waä, how« 
ever» happily reüeved by an aceidetit 
whieh occurred otie: moming, as Boüha 
was ' fondlinjp her* d!iild' ih the outer 
apbrtment /••'!' " ' • -»• 

i A' yottth;who.öm|doyed -Mc^el as bis' 
läuridi^esdy oalll^d ondentreatedshe woüldf 
fiiidTSomi3;person to cbnvert tbe piecef cK 
linenibd held-dn hss hatid^ntd shirtts >a^ 
soon as possibfo^^^^ reqaest ivith whidi 
she .seadily comjplied. 

No .^flo^Miel- ^was be gone, thaii het^ 

guest, 
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guest^ placing B^rtb^ i» b^r ^^nns, . un*- 
folded the cloth, and .having. in silence 
cut out part. of it exactly to ,the patte^rn». 
sbe proceeded to work with a. neatne^ 
and $peed old JMabel had never seen 
equaUed. 

When tbe wbole was fini^hed; Älabel 
placed th^ nmoney in her /band, : whicb. 
sbe retumed with .$ smile, saying«**- 
** Procure me more work, and. we inajr 
continue to live with you,** . ; ; 

From this period a degree of serenity . 
pervaded the. countenance of Hertha, to. 
which she had long been a straxig^; 
büt tbe wortjby pastor, who pccasionally 
visited her, ,began to fear that such conr 
stant : sedentary employment woqld un* 
dermine her feeble Constitution. . . , » 

No persuasions,,. howeyerÄ could pre- 
vai} op b,er to st^r ab^pad. during thq. 
day : at ipight: she woi}ld . sometjimea 
stroll a, shQrt way from the»bouse; but. 
if ; ^e encount^ed a hmuan being, ^^ . 
aijvfty^jretimi^d in gre^t tr^idat^pn^ * 

L 3 Mr. 
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Mr. M'^Chonocbie was Me ^;Hihig 
niore urgent flian uaud that Bertfaa 
would no longer absent hersetf front di- 
vine (»rdinanoes ; and so persuanire weM 
his entreaties, that with a shuddering 
sekisation of horror she bowed her aascnt^ 

Chi tibe IbDowing Sunday» cxivered 
with a thiok veü, sAie took her seat in a 
dark comer of the kirk, among some of 
the poorer parishioneta. 

The text seledüed by the good divine 
was in a pecuUar manner apptieaUe ta 
her ffiituatk)n. — ** I will arise and g6 to 
my father, and say unto Inm, I bav« 
siniied against Heaven and in thy aigfat» 
and am no mc^ worthy to be eaÜed thy 
scm; but reoeive me as one of thy lüred 
servants.'' 

Wkh töuching eloqu^iee the pious 
man wged the necessity of Fq^nfcanee; 
bot that repentanee whicb led to alnend<» 
ment ww alone accöptable in 'the eye 
of Herren. Not only nrast every dini« 
nal imcreat ost pkaüure b^ fyitei^§, Imt 

the 
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must be lopped off — ihn rigbt e^ dt 
Ae right hattd tarnt not he spared ; the 
a&äAtig, to be ftcceptabte, tnust, if iieeeSs- 
s[^, eveti be })ttiifiM hy ttte. 

In the application of bis disoottise, 
«ftet- poilltihg oUt tattttf eüaluiples o£ 
plfide, (lassldn^ änd ptejudibe, of wfaidi 
getiuitte fe^iaitant« detnanded the sacri- 
Hüe, he pifötetAed^'* If thet« be ttmön^ 
;^ ätty dilbbedteht cbilcben, atlse in* 
sftantly, and go to yotir pal«nt!i. Let 
not ange^, ttd/t pride, nor sbame, ^rerent 
iitt tsoUftation bt youJr crimes. Tli6y 
itit tiii« tight eye tod the Hght fal^ 
xthidti muü be sactifieed. Let not the 
dfead 6f the reoeptic« you may meH; 
i«llii deter yöu ^Mn the j9erf<yrmati«6 of 
a oertnifiaRded duty ; fbi* leniembei^ that 
^HMQd «Ven ah eaMMy pat^t i^tet yotti* 
rabmÜMäöii, should he tiefttse to löli the 
fitttdd lüMr yovär Heavady f atftter bath 
«i)ilt^< Tbttt iiktte i» «bore^ jöy iti htfa^ 

L 4 ven 
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ven over one ainner that repentethi than 
oyev mnetyTand.mne ju9t men whq need* 
eth no repentance/' 

Tears feil fast from the eyes of Bertha, 
88 she listened to the lessons of wisdom 
which feil from the Ups of the reverend 
pastor. 

During thjB remainder of the eyening 
she sat absorbed in thought; and po 
sooner had she risen the next moming, 
than she entreated Mabel.to request the 
presence of Mr. M'Chonochie when he 
should be at leisure. , 

When he entered her hunable habita- 
tion» Bertha. arose, and taking bis hand^ 
Said— *^ You have prevailed, my dear 
sir; this stubbom heart must yield to 
its duty— ol will go and se^k tbß aged 
author of my being ; if he reject roy pe- 
tition, and spum me from hi^ arms, I 
will tum to him who has promised that 
* he will not bruise the broken xreed." 

"^^^i S9Q4 V^^ preased . her band in 
hisy and w:ii|;h a bienevojent smilQ repjiu^ 

~" Do 
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— " l)0.sö,.«iy ^ff^riAg dbild;. but 
^bould an ofiG^dpd fythev tupi a 4^ 
ear to your cry, remeo^ber you h^ye a 
fii^i)d io . me, f^ad . that the doof of . this 
humble hatdtatipn yriJl again open to, 
rweive the disappdinted Wanderer." 

Bertha Jiad hqw no reseryeß from Mr.i 
MChonocbiei and through bis reoomrr 
mend^tion to a jeweller of probity, sh^ 
dispo$ed pf : her remaining Ornamente 
for a sum 3ufficient , nQt only to defray 
tbe.expeoces pf her joumey, but amply 
to remMÄerate the worthy JNIabel fpr ^^e 
mAlvr^ar^ed attention sbe had paid to heir 
and her Infant. 

. OiL th(5 ^yening If^re her d^parture, 
she dedicatf^ that ^ifly&^t tp iEJeayen» 
giving her the name of Bertha. Mr. 
M^Chonochie performed the ceremony 
of baptism in the humble apartment of 
Mabel. No smile of pleasure irradiated 
the eye of the unhappy mother ; no ma- 
temal kiss was imprinted on the downy 
cheek of the .luckless habe. Her admis- 
.\,*i',j L 5 sion 
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wLmi into tiie piile of flie Christi&n ckurdr 
WM ooni^eerated by the bitter tein^^ ^ 
agony and remorse. 

^ The ibUbwlhg mormlftg Bfertha pMK 
eeeded with her infant, and aesompalii#ct 
by Mabel, to the coach that wa» to earrf 
her to the north. Ifi siletiee Att wrang 
die band of her aged friend at parting, 
who sobbed out-—* If tiiings f hoirid go 
crowrathome, my dear young lady, f^ 
member to retorti to did Bf abe}.** 

8he bad time' fbr no mwe; tlM^ eoadi- 
mMi moonted the box, stiiadfied bis 
whip, and Bertha weis whirled froin htv 
sight in a moment. 

The nexfi month is abbmk m IhttKfe 
fff tfals iU-ibted yomigf woman. 



. i.i 
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CUAtTtSn XIII. 



^^ ..«.^ 8lw hath to'eu fitt^wM^ 
The last long lingering is given ; 
The thaddering starte the inward groan, 
Attt the ]^i%ittl on B^f ^y is g6Ai. 

Joätl WttftOt. 



Le crespe chiome d'ör puro lucente, . 

"SH tämpeggiäf deil^ angeficö riso, 

Cib söMüx M iä teM Pte&tf, 
Poca polvere son^ ch4 noHa adntej 
£d io pur vivo. Petbarca. 

Fitettt ttt«|N!itoct tjfait WillkiA 6kit «Ad 
Mi WKluWüd fllo^itt iistiiffed io thfeif MW 
faiMteflbtt, tM» vttfbrMitaite yottft äp- 
]^<Mi^ t« yit^ (ttdre ätid mfilte td th« 
mt^tidhcAy hftguor WUkfe totaHy «m^ 

Mtt. Otei^ pOM«SMd ü iktrong lUiM 
and gKM d^Moki Oif CMSritltite^. SH^ ät 
«Mce M# <K(0 fötilify öf f«Mbniri^ #ith 

L 6 her 
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her son on the subject of his blasted 
hopes. To engage him in some aetive 
pursuit, \vhich would renovate his shat^ 
tered framei and introcliice a new train 
of associations into his tnind» appeared 
to her the best means of withdrawing 
his thoughts from his recent disappoint- 
ment. 

Instead, therefore, of urging him to 
rafiew his academical studies, she eon- 
tented herseif, for the present, with en- 
gaging him in arranging his late father's 
coneerns, and superintending the Opera- 
tions of their little farm. 

One evening, on retuming home from 
Frazer To^q» bis iQind r^vert^id to %\it 
Image of her who wasi sel^QW fibpwt 
firom h\^ thoughts, wben be wa« qu^d^A* 
ly awakened fypm bis reverie, bjy itbe 
starting of hisi horse« , Atthe 9wnß Mo- 
ment his ears were assailed by a . fgeble 
wailing, wbicb appeared to is^ue ffom a 
dump of stuntjed tr^s tq tb? rigbt. 
Glen in^mefii^tely: leaped from his 

horse; 
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horae; butaU waaagain still.-^'* My fan- 
cy could not deceive me," thought he, as, 
tyvfhg his horse to one of the trees» he 
eptered the wood, 

For some time his search wa» vain ; 
and he was about to retum when the 
same low n)oaning again Struck on his 
^ ear. Directed by the sound, he prooeed- 
. ed to the epctremity of the little wood, 
and beb^ld a woman» apparently lifeless, 
stretched at the foot of a blasted oak. 
He raised her from the ground, and be^ 

held the form of his still-adored Bertha, 

< 

witfa an Infant in h^r arms. 

While he gazed on the dying figure 
before ' htm,, the bitter tears of mguishi 
burst from bis eyes. For a few mo- 
ments , his iaculties seemed par^y sed ; 
Imt the iJTOent: nece?sity of prpcjiiring 
shelter for ;the helpless wanderer quick- 
ly roifjsed^ bijOi to exertion,.. 
. His oijirn habitation was at tpo great^ 

a. di^tanoe» aqd he yaioly looke4 around 

for 



Sit mtf' odi^; UM eitm ISM HaMtm 
ho^d mel bis «a^^ poit. 

Hi» ^telidMy reeoikcF fttfM «it^toAig 
her to the gosnp of the tfflage; yet he 
tiioüglft it mlght be (MMbible to oöntey 
her t«» the hcwiie of hef fkfii«f, withotti; 
in the ütA itistanae, i^tdtiA^ hltti hf t 
td» mdden krKrf^kdge of h«r i«ttirni, MI 
Mr. CttUpbdl w$ä tiow, fyr Üti tMä 
pnrt, odnnned to bis bed. At any rkU!, 
n» other i^ttenuitiye wm lett hitn, but 
tö do thi« or behöld the tinfbrtnnftte 
Hertha p«^h befbre bis e)r^. 

In pursuanoe of Übk ddiehkiihatitM, - 
h« fltdrdbUy Hfted thei eiUuittsMd ttuor 
ieta ttoBA the groufid; atid Iifttihg 
pbeeä her on his ho^, MipjMrted hüt 
yßfhSii one lurti, wfaOe wHh nie dtbcit htf 
«towly led the ittthH«! tmMfe^ the nm 
bge. 

With a shudd^düg ättatlSbA &f hot-^ 
mr he peicehred Üke Udittif hrid bten 
ÜftteMfbrioMetfaM; büf'h« «IkMitbüi^ 

cd 



ed jMt to wrast H ftoat tbe bold <»f tke 
Mrretched mother, wb», with ft dyitig 

' Iti this nanfi6f li6 piiMcciicd t6 ^^ 
baek'^kxir of Mr. Cäitipben's hous6 ; and 
Ittviiijg' plflMd bis iftsetMiMi^ chai]^ 6ü 
the grooiid, he entered Übe kitdiefi, und 
in » few wordn imfiinnäd old EsthM df 
«liemMner m whidi hie hfld disoc/tet^d 

The <]M womati'n surpiise Md jd^ 
il«i^ M grettt» tfaftt Gten cnHÜd neatM^ 
|W i ev e nt her fiwn afütidng hcir maMS^^; 
but wben sfae beheld the paffid ehedtsr 
and tvMfeed Ibrm <if her J'öühg ftvour- 
itef, lite»^ t^idng etnmed iiito UtmeMa- 
ÜoR; and it wais with thef gteateM diffi^ 
eültf thafr he cotild reitändn her ikMum 
wiüiift Üte^ hofinda of nfödehitiülf. 

At lengtb, hy hin dintcüön, the tut^ 
hausted sitfitoer vrt» f^acedf in b^i, mä 
scixncf wafm wineatid watei^ (fontMl down 
her iftüroax. Hie winäin^ öf ti^ Sl^ftted 
habe were deeendy di^[>oMd off; and 

Glen 
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Qton tpok llis sfat by; tbe, cquch of ,,tl}e 

uncoii8ciou8,raotherf • • , « 

In t^e sUenpe,ai)4.8tUlna9Si9f;. night, 
wWch w#8 Qi>ly brolf:©«. Jiy th? low 
l)r«fithing of tjh0.|pati9nt« Glen endea- 
AfQpr^, to cpU^t, ^s IpiewiUdi^ed idjeiw, 
i|q4 fix uppq 8Pfne . pocle of . commum-- 
qating hfr retum ,tQ the b^art^broken 
parent , iPayj bpwever^ dawned, and 
stiU found him irresolute. Wlb^^tever 
precaut^onfi lyi^r^ .eipplpyqd^ st^iU^his old 
ippn's ^ai^ noust be ^y^QKBded by tbe t^ 
of bis darUng's disgra^e; ;an4 Gl^ ^wk 
frpm inflipliing tb^ b].ow. . i 

. ; Nina o'4pck, the usual .bre^k;GBist.h9^r 
came, and the; seaspn for. deUbie^ration 
Waß past. On entering Mr. CampbeU'a 
du^mber, he expressed bis .surprise at 
the reappearance of bis fayourite^ who 
the night before had pertinaciously re- 
^9ed to remain qnder his roof ; , 
M " Fqyt^nately I did so, pay deajc fidend»*" 
he replied^ <^ a?. it has epabled josiß , tq 
tuing you itidings of our Cugitiye," 

Mr. 



i j 
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Ml** Campbell waited to hear no more ; 
be gave a cry of joy ; and seizing the 
hand of Glen, eiitreated to be instantly 
jepDveyed to bis child. 

Witli cautious. delicacy the whole 
trath was at length unfolded to bis view ; 
foF some time be appeared nearly bereft 
of reason» tili a salutary flow of tears 
came to bis rdief After an internal 
struggle of a few moments» be artieulat* 
ed in a low voiee — " Lead me to my 
lost abandoned ebild. I ^ül not curse 
berr 

" Curse ber ! No," rejoined tbe equal- 
ly-agitated youtb, " God forbid ! Let 
it rather be our task to sootbe tbe re- 
pentant Wanderer topeaoe; f^r i^pent- 
ant she must have been ere sbe resolved 
to retuni to your dwelling," 

Glen now supported tbe enfeeUed old 
man to tbe Chamber of bis guüty daugh 
ievp^ wbo still remaii^ed in a. deep and 
disturbed slumber. - "!" . 

In an agony of miod^ impQssihle to 

portray. 



paftN^) he huiiig mtt 1^ ttUßtateA fbtm 
of hb lite bkxMiiini; dariing. Hiü itjra 
md hwds were lifled up, ai if in ]mty«i-, 
but no soiind escaped fr&Xk hSs pardied 
lipf* H« appeared rooted, ftpeIl«.boiind 
to Üi» ipot» tm den» gentiy laying hold 
of hl» ami, entreated him, in a Wfaisper, 
to withdraw from th« chambißn te*t hia 
pMSMoe abould, when lAie awok«, pM^ 
dttoe an agitation too powerftil tut tH« 
enfeebled pati«nt to suppoii;. 

Tbis oonaiderate ptecaiition pMV«d, 
howeveri unneoessaiy, since» for t#0 
whole day«, the invalid seaiieely op«ned 
bar eyesy attd gare no other indicättaM 
of existence than wbat proceeded htkA 
har k>w and conatvained breakhing. 

In tba tsMan time tbe rtaiains of thfc 
babe were deeently mtetted ; and Olen 
diipatdied a mesdenger fer ht» xnothfer. 
He ftbo summoned the mMt able mMH^ 
<id adtice whldi that paft of th6 tiottii^ 
tiy affiwded. 

Vfliidy, iMWc^rtr, tliey «iMQreA IMp 

skiU; 



ikill; th^ bodSy Btirmgth of Biertha vr^ 
gnMlaally restored, bat her mmi nt- 
mmed a oomplete blank. 

For tfae few weeks thattbe heart- 
broken iatiier lingered cm this side the 
grave, Mrs. Glen and her son never left 
tbe oottage. With bis li^t hrekth he , 
tfaanked her for her tmwearied kindness, 
cafied d<mn Uessings on the head of her 
son^ reoommimded his guilty and imfi>r« 
tunate child to their jmnt oare, and fe- 
signed bis being without a groan. 

Ölen immediately eaused seab to be 
plaoed on the diflferent repositories, and 
wrote to Edinbui^h, to inform 8iir 8i* 
mon Frazer of the death of his Steward. 

The retum of post lRt)ught an oifder 
to Mr. Bruce, appointing him Steward» 
wHh füll powers' to impect the aceoants 
of the detieased. 

With ihdeeent haste he ptoc^eded on 
thia buflinesa. By a will tuade Uftetti 
years before, Mr. Campbdl^ pit^rty 
was left aoldy to bis daiighter, to whAm 

the 
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tbeJate s^, Willlana Fra^r ^^^»s» . by bis 
ov^n permissioQ, appointed ;$Qle guardian. 

In a codicil, added to thi$ will sinoe 
the return of B^l^a, he entreated sir Si- 
mon to ai^sutne th^ office of guardian, in 
the room of bis honoured fatber, giving, 
bowever, the cbarge of Bertha's persoQ 
tp jyfrs. Glen,^ with such a saiary as 
should be agreed upon. He also con- 
stituted William Glen residuary l^gatee 
of bis whole property^ 

Scarcely bad ,the grave closed over 
the remains of Mr. Campbell» ere Bruce 
indicated a wish to Mrs. Glen» that she 
would remove, with Mad JBfsSi as he 
'brutally termed the unbappy daugbter 
of the worthy old man, to vyliose un- 
wearied iost^ructiom he was bebolden 
for »tbose talents that fitt^d bim to be- 
come bis successor, since the interest of 
the baronet required that he should im- 
mediately take possession of the. hpüse, 
aud commenp^ the exercise of bis func» 

tipl\9« ; 

With 



With dignifled compbsure MrjJ/ljTeh ' 
replied — " That in common hiirrtämty 
she was boünd not to desert her uh)^ap- 
py Charge; neither could she, with ä 
proper regard to delicacy, remöve her 
from iinderneath the roof of her guardian 
tili she received instructions froiii' him 
to that effect. She woiild, however, in 
the meän time, CönJine herseif to *the 
Chamber of the invalid, so as not' ih the 
least to interfepe with thte business of 
the Steward." 

At the earnest entreaties of a moiher, 
whose will had ever been to him a law, 
William Glen consented to returfa to, 
Edinburgh, and resume his studies. In- 
deed it was on that condifioh alöne that 
this prudent wöman consented td accept 
. the^ trust delegated to her by Mr. Camp- 
bell, and receive into her famiiy the 
güilty artd unfortunate Bertha. 

Charged with a copy of the will, and 
a lelter from Mrs.. Glen to sir Sirnon 
PVaier, explanatoty öf her intentions, 

her 
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hm wa eiiee mcK set cmt for Hie me- 
tiQ|M)il]s of 'Seotlaad. 

The MoepticNQ he met with from tbe 
baipnet was at first extxemely eqpiiva^ 
tisi ; Imt when, by afew artfol «{ueBtiomi 
he dtew froiOv tbe ingeouioua youtb a' 
ddtail af aU the circiunstaDoee eonntcted 
uuth tbe return of JBtftha^ aiKl levned 
tbat «be was^ a ebnfinned maniaci^ bi« 
votfwßn inatantly obanged 

Smootbing bis baugfarty and slmi 
brow, be entered, with that apparent 
fTanknasft he so well knew how to^ as- 
svmBp into the content« «if Mfs» GHeMk*» 
l^ter. ' He praised her buniflnity in ae^ 
oepting so trouUesome a task aa the 
chaige of this .maniac» be Was afVmdt 
would prove ; mid proposed, in tbe firafc 
instlaiee, to allow fifty pouods annuaUy 
for ha board, until the State of Mr. 
Campbeirs affiifui» was fulLy ascertained.. 

'* To your inspection» Mr. Glen«^ be 
contimied, '' as tbe party laaost int^wt* 
edif.ail these afiooants sball be submitted:; 

and 



m4Xwi}l#ve ycM« Ittter to Bniw/to 

WmUiQ Ghffk mfiNnued m äimon 
tb^ he wa» tt jupesent ^twdwg the 

^' 11 «^1^ o£ propvkly and Aekomy mualt 
hftV99: pOßMenta^^ ]»e im wy way uitüfem 
i^g witiä thft tmst you liane «andfi* 

Up qC Um crafty iMraiiet at^ the «oiifid« 
i^g fiiQ^csity of bki ^däitor, ewniafe feba 
very mament he QXtandad to Inm the 
hw^ of good fellowishipi ad the yontii 
aif)8ß to taka leave. 

^ l^otwitkatamUDg the studted oonde« 
se^jp^m of s»r Sinaoia, thafewa^ a smqV 
thiog in bia.mannw rapeUenA to the iheU 
iligf^oiu;ati4deQt; butinthamalan€ba^ 
ly JPßteospactHVi of tb& laat fie^. vuntite 
he po^iforgpt that «^(a b^og. exiakadi 

.ifikcw 1^ mantdl laiaituMde aml^iiiac- 

tion 
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tion in Vfaich he had of late Indiilged, 
he wa» «hörtly after this period awakcfk- 
ed by a letter from his mother. She in- 
formed him that she had retumed to 
her bome with her ünhappy Charge, and 
oohjured him not to suffer one disap- 
pointment to doud the fair prospect of 
his future days. Aware, howevör, that 
in cases pf merital malady, reasonifig, 
instoad of proving salutary, freqtt'ently 
augments the evil it was intended to 
ooir^t, she went od to inform him, that 
the son of their pastor was to set ottt for 
Edinburgh on the foUowing wieek, in 
Order to attend the medical classes; 

•* His father isUnxious," she oontin'ü^, 
" that he should share yoiir aparünent,* 
and also that you would alPord him 
every assistanoe in his clai^sicacl iMuffies. 
Knowing the itiind of my son, I have 
promised that he will exe^t his utftiost 
eibrts to aid the views of the öldesft änd 
most respected friend of his parents." 

In less than a week the y oung sttident 

was 
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waa . doraesticated wkh William Glen ; 
and, as hia mother bad Ibreseen, bis 
Company proved of the most essential 
benefit to the nnind and health of her 
Bort, by forcing hiip- to exertion> and dis^ 
tracting his tfaoughts from the contem- 
plation of one gloomy and overpowering 
aubjeßt. 

On- his ]?eturn to the north at the n^xt 
spring vacation, Mrs. Glen rejoiced to 
^hold her darling boy recoverisd, in a 
great measure^ from tlie nielancholy tliat 
oppites&ed him. The mirthful tum. 0f 
bis mind had indleed given place to a 
sedateness beyond his years^ but he en-> 
tered without eifort into the businesB 
and pleasures of life. The pangs which 
Ue: siifiered on beholding tbe fallen ob- 
yect of his yoüthfuLaiüections were caisew 
fully confined to his own breast, nor siif- 
fered. to interfere witli the perfbrmanee 
of any social or relative duty. He feit 
a melancholy jßleasiire in attaiding on 
the wwderings of the poor maniac ; and 
it was during oae of tbe$e discurdvei 
. VQhi I. M rambles 
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rambles that they encduntered the baro^ 
net and Ins lady» as already related. 

" Do ybu threäten, sir Simmi ?" ' ut- 
tered by Glen in no very conciliatin^ 
tone» cowed the proud spirit of the 
liaughty baronet, who judged cotrectly, 
that the part he had in the fall of this 
unfoFtunate fair one had, by some mean^ 
or other, become known to her pro- 
tecton 

His fears, for once. were correct ; MV. 
M'Chonochie, anxioas for the Aafety of 
Bertha, had, after impatlenjtly watting 
for several weeks to hear of her safb ar« 
rival at home, written to Glen» to In* 
quire after her safety ; not judging 11 
right in the first instance to .address 
her father on a subject so painfltl Thia 
letter was retransmitted by Mrs.Glen tö 
lier son, who instantly waited on Mr. 
M'Chonochie, atid from him learned thb 
füll particulars of sir Simon Fräzer'^'Üii- 
' graceful conduet in the aiTair. 

auch was tbe outline of Bertha Cainp- 
beÜ's history, as related to. her kind pro^ 

teetors 
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tectors by Mr. M'Intire, at the request 
of bis young friend Glen, wbile he 
watehed by tbe couch of the dying 
pemteiit 

The feelings of oontempt with which 
Cft^in Frazer had . ever regarded bis 
relative were now changed to abhor- 
^'eiice *, and, but fbr the sake of bis young 
smd interesting wife, never would he 
have again assodated with one so lost 
t/9 all honourable feeling. 
' Qf lapses committed in the exubenance 
0i youthAil passion, be was a lenient 
omsor; but the deliberate seduction et 
an inexperienced girl« and that girl the 
only cbild of an old and faithful servant 
of a deceased parent, was a crime of so 
blaek a dye, as admitted, in bis upright 
mind, of no extenuation^ In proportkm 
to b|s abhorrence of tbe baronet, was 
bis compassion for the youthful lover of 
ISertha, whose fair prospects of diMuestic 
bliss had beien thus withered and blasted 
in theirearly dawn.. 

Ifis Emily largdiy. partpf^ an all bis 
,- ^ H 2 feelings; 



fiKoBiigs; and after tfitokiag faer/seve^ 
retid fnoüd £m* tke toodble he had %t«ken 
in .giwng theaai die aboi^ jnamatiyej die 
left the gentlemen together, and onoe 
mwe emteved ihe snek dbamfaer. 

Lmg and heary imd iMien thr fifeep 
c^ the eKhausted jilirdüd ; white rpoor' 
Glen -Stil ieoiitm«^d to ioieel hy her 
miiclh the aileBt irnag&of deaptir« 

Mrs. Fffftzer, gQslijr k^g her IhhmI 
on his Shoulder» motioiied him <t0 leave 
tlie wom, and necaUed qM aurae io auip- 
ylgr hilf p^aeei, und wjnom Bhe »ehjaiiied te 
Imform thra» tbe mom^^t ti^i piKtM»t 
aiifqke. ., » . 

WHii iJbi^ i(K«5t»deli«rtei«ttenftii)(to ^i^ 
tajn^.F«a({er sdiigttt to b^giitle>the|roiithe^ 
&! i»ver ^f hijs ^r^iA^s* Th^ hbiftB9< wm 
toi» . weu^aeribed to al&id ,hi^ a^lied^ 
h»i Qüte wafl pröcüred &r kam ki* the 
TiUh^j aBs4.ke waa<^tir0ated toiake up 
hb abad^ iluio^^ the dajr at ibe cßti 

£very hour that fmfpAet^ Jiwdmitai 
waß jipwit ^iSlkn;ki rtbe dhdbhü.of 

- 'j : ^ -» . the 
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the psktiebt, ivlid hdurly became weaker# 
Her seüses appeared perfecft, but ahe 
never reverted to the period which in- 
teryened between her leaving the coadi 
ut läunbarton and that in >vhich she 
was discovered hy her focmer lover; 
alid a dvead of disturbing her last sxkm 
wente pheeluded every mention ' of the 
sulsgect. 

One 4Sftormng, aboiüt a week ftfter im 
aiudvttl iat *£he Cottagej whm he bad^seAt 
iMirae -out of the room, and^ t^^n hb 
usüal Station by the bedside, Berths 
opeüed ber eyes« and bebeld thosfe of 
Glen mournfwUy .fixed on feer face, Thfe 
hmg tale of her credutity« adid be'r in? 
g<eatitiide io this amiable y-cmth, flasibe^ 
aflross -her minid in .an instaBt, and near« 
1^ .©verpowered her enffeebled feame 1^ 
the jsinrong . ^satotiam to wbich these- re-^ 
wUacMiiQiifi gftve birt4i<-^'' Ab, my fa- 
tlier! iUa, WiHiimi! you'are menget 
m me mvw !" die «uttered in a tbw i^ 
ward.vw^jami iiiflibfnitly expireiL 
, The därtnißteKl yMing^ ^an ga«ed..<ft^ 
i. * the 



the lifeless form of her he had sö long 
and so tendel*)y loved with indescribabld 
agony . Pale and fixed was now tfaat oouiiu 
taiance which be remembered bright 
with all the sportive graces of youth; 
innocence^ and gaiety; silent waa thafe 
▼oice to the melodious tones of wbicb 
he had oft listened enraptured. J&veat 
the strong hold which religion ^ bad» 
firom bis earliest infancy, eKerted't>Ter 
hia mitid, waa scarcely sufficient tb re- 
^train bim from imprecating cursea onr 
.the bead of her destroyen 

At length, gaining courage ftom 
despair> he summoned the attmdant, 
and darted from the house. Long he 
wandered, unconscious of the lapse of 
time, tili the shades of night began to* 
gather around bim, and veil all terrest« 
triäl objects in her own gloomy bue. 

The erroFs of her he loved were n&w- 
Ibrgotten ; she do longer appeared to 
bis mental view the frail erring being* 
she had in reaUty proved, hat ü lovely 
phantom» wbieb hia: dtsordered 4Mey 
V delight^ 
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delighted to contömplate as a briglit 
reality whieh had eluded his grasp» and 
l€sft him in utter darkness and despair. 

Exhausted by the intensaiess of his 
fieelings, he lean^ against a tree for 
Support, and in this Situation was found 
by Carlo, who had been dispatched -by 
his master to seek him at the village^ 
wbere it was supposed he liad gone on 
leaving the Cottage. 

This interruption pröved a salutary 
relief to his overeharged bosom, by com*- 
pelling him to exert his fortitude, in 
Order to meet the humane prptectors of 
bis lost love. In silence he foUowed 
C3arIo to the Cottage. Here no studied 
form of condolence mbeked his feelings ; 
i\\0 silent pressure of the hand, the k>ok 
of friendly eotnmiseration, spoke to the, 
heart of the, disconsolate mourner, and 
robbed his grief of half its bitternesa. 

Qtptain Fra2er next morning dis^ 

pitefaed *a letter to the Castle, informing 

mr Simon of the death of his ward, and 

reqitesting dtrrctiom respeoting the in* 

, terment. 
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lerin^nt. He then briefly noticed the ar-^ 
rival of Mr. Glen, and his determination 
to reiTiain tili the last sod duties* were 
paid to the companion of his infancy. 
• JThe baronet cursed the officiousness 
of the young divine; biit, ignora«t hoxr 
für he xnight be acquainted with the 
share he hiinself had in Bertha's ruini 
lierepressed his rising h*e, and siniply 
replied to bis kinsman's letter — " That, 
ÄS illness pi«event€d him from attend- 
ing, he entreated Mr. Glen would take 
upon himsolf the whole direction of the 
Äineral." 

• Words canilot describe tlie desolation 
6f soul with which this sorrowing youth 
tumed from the grave of his first and 
only love. The world appeared to him 
a k^litary wildemess; and it was \oug 
liefere the soothings of friendship» and; 
^\\e anxious cai'es of matemal tender- 
,jies8» eould impart to his mind the Iiard 
lesson of re^ignation to hi& fate« 
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